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St. John Lutheran Church 
P.O. Box 763, 206 N Court St; Au Gres, MI 48703 

 

SERVING THE LORD 
 

Pianist: Marion Stafford   Elder: Bob Colby 
Greeter: Veronica Hiveley   Bulletin: Sandra Jantzi 
Liturgist and Preacher: Pastor Sean McNeil 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
SUN (11/9) 9:00am Worship/HC 
 10:15am Blood Pressure Clinic  
  Voter’s Meeting 
  Potbless 
MON (11/10) 10:00am Women of the Word Bible Study 
TUE (11/11) 9:00am Wrapping Bazaar Baskets for the Ladies Aid Bazaar 
SUN (11/16) 9:00am Worship/HC 
 10:15am Coffee Hour/Fellowship 
  Bible Study in MPR 
 

WE WELCOME ALL TO GOD’S HOUSE TODAY – in the name of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ.  Please take a moment and fill out the “Welcome to Our Worship” pad in the 

brown folder at the end of the pew.  If you are visiting, please sign the guest register book in 

the narthex.  If you do not have a church home, we invite you to return every Sunday at 

9:00am.  
 

SACRAMENT CONFESSION – We, as a congregation of the Lutheran Church-Missouri 

Synod, believe that Holy Communion is a divinely instituted sacramentin which Jesus Christ 

grants to the communicant His true body and blood under the forms of bread and wine.  We 

invite all who are confirmed Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod Lutherans, who have repented 

of their sins, and trust in Jesus’ words, “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins”, 

to commune with us.  Those who are members of other Christian congregations and desire to 

attend Holy Communion are asked to speak with an elder or the Pastor prior to the service. 

 

LARGEPRINT – copies of today’s service are available. Ask the greeter if you would like one. 
 

 



Confession and Absolution 
 

668 Rise! To Arms! With Prayer Employ You 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Wilhelm Erasmus Arends, 1677–1721; tr. John M. Sloan, 1835–after 1890, alt. 
Tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608 
Text and tune: Public domain 



Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For 

the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 

holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Stand 

 

 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Kyrie LSB 152 

 



 
  

 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 

 
  



 

 
 

 
 
 
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

O Lord, keep Your household, the Church, in continual godliness that through Your 

protection she may be free from all adversities and devoutly given to serve You in good 

works; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Genesis 1:1—2:3 
 1In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2The earth was without form and 

void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the 

face of the waters. 

 3And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was 

good. And God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness 

he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

 6And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the 

waters from the waters.” 7And God made the expanse and separated the waters that were under 

the expanse from the waters that were above the expanse. And it was so. 8And God called the 

expanse Heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 

 9And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let 

the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were 

gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 

 11And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing 

fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind, on the earth.” And it was so. 12The earth 

brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according to their own kinds, and trees bearing 

fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 13And there 

was evening and there was morning, the third day. 



 14And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the 

night. And let them be for signs and for seasons, and for days and years, 15and let them be lights 

in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16And God made the 

two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the 

stars. 17And God set them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, 18to rule over 

the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was 

good. 19And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 

 20And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above 

the earth across the expanse of the heavens.” 21So God created the great sea creatures and every 

living creature that moves, with which the waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every 

winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 22And God blessed them, 

saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the 

earth.” 23And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 

 24And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds—livestock 

and creeping things and beasts of the earth according to their kinds.” And it was so. 25And God 

made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds and the livestock according to their kinds, 

and everything that creeps on the ground according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 

 26Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have 

dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and 

over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 

27So God created man in his own image, 

 in the image of God he created him; 

 male and female he created them. 

 28And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth 

and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and 

over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 29And God said, “Behold, I have given you 

every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. 

You shall have them for food. 30And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens 

and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given 

every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31And God saw everything that he had made, and 

behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

 1Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. 2And on the seventh 

day God finished his work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work 

that he had done. 3So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested 

from all his work that he had done in creation. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Ephesians 6:10–17 
 10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 11Put on the whole armor of 

God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. 12For we do not wrestle 

against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers 



over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13Therefore 

take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having 

done all, to stand firm. 14Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on 

the breastplate of righteousness, 15and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given 

by the gospel of peace. 16In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can 

extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; 17and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword 

of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel John 4:46–54 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourth chapter. 

  

 
  

 46[Jesus] came again to Cana in Galilee, where he had made the water wine. And at 

Capernaum there was an official whose son was ill. 47When this man heard that Jesus had come 

from Judea to Galilee, he went to him and asked him to come down and heal his son, for he was 

at the point of death. 48So Jesus said to him, “Unless you see signs and wonders you will not 

believe.” 49The official said to him, “Sir, come down before my child dies.” 50Jesus said to him, 

“Go; your son will live.” The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and went on his 

way. 51As he was going down, his servants met him and told him that his son was recovering. 
52So he asked them the hour when he began to get better, and they said to him, “Yesterday at the 
seventh hour the fever left him.” 53The father knew that was the hour when Jesus had said to him, 

“Your son will live.” And he himself believed, and all his household. 54This was now the second 

sign that Jesus did when he had come from Judea to Galilee. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  



 
 

Sit 

 

662 Onward, Christian Soldiers 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834–1924, alt. 
Tune: Arthur S. Sullivan, 1842–1900 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



 
 
Sermon 

 
Stand 

 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 



 
Sermon 
 
Prayer of the Church 

 
Sit 

 

Offering 
 

Stand 

 

 
 
Offertory LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 160 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on 

this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the 

way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 161 

 



 

 

 
 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You 

created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. 

With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice 

of His body and His blood on the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 

renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and 

drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from 

the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 

kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To 

You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave 

it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 

 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He 

comes. 



 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to 

drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed 

death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, 

and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 

pray: 

 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Pax Domini LSB 163 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 

Sit 

 

 
Distribution 

 

420 Christ, the Life of All the Living 
 

578 Thy Strong Word 
 

801 How Great Thou Art 
 

 

Stand 

 

 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 165 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 

and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 

toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benediction LSB 166 

 

 
 



664 Fight the Good Fight 

 

 

 
Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811–75, alt. 
Tune: The Methodist Harmonist, 1821, New York 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

Pray for our members with health concerns:  
Devin Ruse Marcia Twarog Walker Byard  
Doris Braman Tammy Younger Sharon Whyte 
Sandy Metzger     Jerry Thomas  Adalyn Osborn 
Perry Tremble  Rich Schnell   
 

Pray for friends with health concerns:  
Ella Layton Janice Haas Wendy Dieleman-Reid Karen Olson 
Shannon Reed Debbie Kahihikolo  Tim Robbin Brendan Harrison 
Hunter Sweet Jean Marttila Matthew Mason Kris Hammerbacher 
Paula Switala Brianna Dery              Scott Schell Karen McGuire 
Al Fox Cody Gee Howard Hackerd  Kay Tremble 
Jeri Christie Emmett Lynch Cathy Mueller Joan Behrman 
Greg Norgan Teresa Strehl Matthew Hackerd Donald Nelson 
Diane (Joyce Forro’s daughter) Mike Jones Mike Shillair 
Brian Leja 
 

 Please contact the office with any updates to the prayer list 
 

 
 
SHARING - of God’s gifts for November 2 

  Budget Receipts                      $4,291.00 

  Wellspring (November MOM) 100.00 

  Altar Fund 200.00 
 

            Attendance for: November 2 - 68 

 Needed for Budget in 2024 – $2,981per week 

 
 

 
Convenient and secure ONLINE GIVING is available through the TITHE.LY 
giving portal. Scan the QR code to the left or go to our church website at: 
www.stjohnaugres.org  once there, click the link located on the   
homepage. 
 

  

 

 

 



Today at St. John’s 
 
 

St. John Lutheran Church 

VOTERS MEETING AGENDA & POTBLESS 

 

When: Immediately after the service & coffee hour today 

with potbless to follow the meeting. 

 

Where: Fellowship Hall 

 

Topics 

 
• Election of 2026 Officers 

• 2026 General Fund Budget 

• 2026 Missions of the Month 

• Additional topics 

 

 

 

LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES – Listen to the radio broadcast in our area on WSAM, 1400 
AM, on Sunday morning at 8:30am or online at: www.lutheranhour.org 
 

FALL HARVEST QUILT – is now on display in the fellowship hall.  Tickets are $1 each or 6 for 
$5.  The drawing will be held at 2 pm on November 22nd, at the closing of the Ladies Aid 
Bazaar.  Need not be present to win. 
 

 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

WOMEN OF THE WORD (WOW) – all ladies are invited to join us on Monday at 10:00 am as 
we continue our weekly Bible study on the book of Revelations. 
 

Coffee and Fellowship Hour  – We are running low on dessert plates, 
forks, and napkins for the coffee hour.  If you pick up any of these items  
to donate, please place them on the counter in the kitchen. 

http://www.lutheranhour.org/


CHURCH EXTENSION FUND – Proven, Dedicated, Focused: Church Extension Fund has 
proven investment products with measurable results. Since 1901, through dedicated 
Christian financial management, CEF is focused on funding the needs of Michigan District 
congregations. For more information, contact our congregation representative, Dave 
Bender or call 800-242-3944. Current rates are located on the bulletin board in the MPR. 
 

Your help is needed! 
*See the sign up sheets on the table in the Multi-Purpose Room to help provide food for 

the following events begin held here at St. John. 
 

WINKLE –  being held on November 25th.  The Ladies Aid is serving breakfast and lunch for 
approximately 30 people.  Your assistance for making or purchasing an item or two would 
be much appreciated. 
 
ADVENT MID-WEEK SOUP SUPPER  – As in years past, we are looking for one or two 
couples to sign up to provide and serve our annual Advent Mid-Week Soup Supper.  If you 
have questions as to what this will entail, contact Jean Hogan, Ladies Aid President. 
 
 

Mission Opportunities 
 

FOOD BANK OF EASTERN MICHIGAN – We are hanging Christmas ornaments for the Food 
Bank of Eastern MI with your name on it in the window of the church office for the months 
of November and December .  Every $1 you donate equals 6 meal for our hungry 
neighbors.  Checks may be made out to the Food Bank of Eastern MI.  Putting the number 
P710 in the memo portion of your check insures the donation stays here in Au Gres. 
 
November’s MISSION OF THE MONTH –  Wellspring Lutheran Services, walk alongside 
people of all ages and walks of life.  They share hope when a circumstance may not feel 
hopeful.   
 

The Backpack Program – is underway and has received it’s first shipment.   24 backpacks 
are being sent out each Friday. See Roxanne Klein for ways you can participate in this 
mission opportunity.  Especially needed are granola bars or other individually packaged 
snacks in quantities of 24.  Leave these donations on the secretary’s desk in the church 
office.   
 



AU GRES CHARITIES FOOD PANTRY – Pantry needs:  dry cereal, chicken noodle soup, 
Spaghetti O’s, Mac N’ Cheese, Pancake mix, and canned potatoes.  Items can be placed in 
the grocery cart in the fellowship hall.  
 
CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING SERVICE – is being held at 6pm on November 18th 
at St. Marks.  The offering for the evening will go to the Au Gres Christian Charities Food 
Bank.  Monetary gifts, dry cereal, or canned soup are being accepted. 
 

Upcoming Events at St. John 
 

Ladies Aid Bazaar – Saturday, November 22 from 10am – 2 pm 

Thanksgiving Eve Service – Wednesday, November 26 @ 6:30 pm 

Advent Midweek services with Soup supper – December 3, 10, 17 

Children’s Christmas Service – December 14th @ 9am.   

Christmas Eve Service – Wednesday, December 24 

Christmas Day Service – Thursday, December 25 

 

Upcoming Community Events 
See the bulletin board in the MPR for more details about an event 

 

November 18  Christian Community Thanksgiving Service – St. Mark’s 

December 5  Blood Drive – Zion Lutheran Church Tawas 

December 5, 6, & 7  Living Nativity – Immanuel Lutheran Church of Frankentrost  

December 6   Bethlehem Breakfast – Zion Lutheran Church Tawas 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Life Thoughts – God is defined by life!  He identifies Himself as the great “I am”  

(Exodus 3:14), the true and living God.  Jesus also teaches us that not only is God the living God, 

He is also the God of the living (Luke 20:38)!  The Lord of life values the lives of all people so 

highly that He gives life to all people; He dies to rescue all people from their slavery to sing, death, 

and the devil regardless of their size, age, or condition; and He promises resurrection and 

everlasting life to all who believe in Him. 

 

 

 



 

 

          Scripture of the Week 

Psalm 148: 1- 

1 Praise the LORD.  

Praise the LORD from the heavens; 

    praise him in the heights above. 
2 Praise him, all his angels; 

    praise him, all his heavenly hosts. 
3 Praise him, sun and moon; 

    praise him, all you shining stars. 
4 Praise him, you highest heavens 

    and you waters above the skies. 
5 Let them praise the name of the LORD, 

    for at his command they were created, 
6 and he established them for ever and ever 

    he issued a decree  

that will never pass away. 
7 Praise the LORD from the earth, 

    you great sea creatures  

and all ocean depths, 
8 lightning and hail, snow and clouds, 

    stormy winds that do his bidding, 

 

 

 

 

 

9 you mountains and all hills, 

    fruit trees and all cedars, 
10 wild animals and all cattle, 

    small creatures and flying birds, 
11 kings of the earth and all nations, 

    you princes and all rulers on earth, 
12 young men and women, 

    old men and children. 
13 Let them praise the name of the LORD, 

    for his name alone is exalted; 

    his splendor is above the earth and 

 the heavens. 
14 And he has raised up for his people a horn,  

    the praise of all his faithful servants, 

    of Israel, the people close to his heart. 

Praise the LORD. 

 


