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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH

P.O. Box 763, 206 N Court St; Au Gres, M1 48703

SERVING THE LORD
Sunday, November 23, 2025

Pianist: Marion Stafford Elder: Eric Schwiderson
Greeter: Paulette Paradise Bulletin:  Sandra Jantzi
Liturgist and Preacher: Pastor Sean McNeil

This Week at St. John's
SUN (11/23) 9:00am Worship
10:15am Coffee Hour/Fellowship
Bible Study in MPR
MON (11/24) 10:00am Women-ofthe Word-Bible Study (cancelled)
TUE (11/25) 9:00am Winkle
WED (11/26) 6:30pm Thanksgiving Eve Service: Worship/HC
SUN (11/30) 9:00am Worship/HC
10:15am Coffee Hour/Fellowship
Bible Study in MPR

WE WELCOME ALL TO GOD’S HOUSE TODAY — in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Please take a moment and fill out the “Welcome to Our Worship” pad in the brown
folder at the end of the pew. If you are visiting, please sign the guest register book in the
narthex. If you do not have a church home, we invite you to return every Sunday at 9:00am.

LARGEPRINT — copies of today’s service are available. Ask the greeter if you would like one.

SUNDAY COFFEE HOUR — We invite all to stay for coffee hour and fellowship after worship in
the fellowship hall. November hostesses are Jane Bourdeau (989-646-2257) and Vicki
Huber (989-646-2187). Please consider calling and offering to help bring snacks or facilitate
set up/clean up.

LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES — Listen to the radio broadcast in our area on WSAM, 1400
AM, on Sunday morning at 8:30am or online at: www.lutheranhour.org

Cover Artwork:© 2024 Edward Riojas, licensed through Concordia Publishing House.



663 Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray
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1 Rise, my soul, to watch and pray; From your sleep a - wak -
2 Watch a - gainst the dev - il’s snares Lest a - sleep he find
3 Watch! Let not the wick-ed world With its lies de - feat
4 Watch a - gainst your-self, my soul, Lest with grace you tri -
5 But  while watch-ing, al - so pray To the Lord un-ceas -
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en! Be not by the e - vil day Un - a- wares o’er -
you; For in - deed no  pains he spares To de - ceive and
you Lest with bold de - cep - tions hurled It be - tray and
fle; Let not self your thoughts con - trol Nor  God’s mer - cy
ing. God pro-tects you day by day, Strength and faith in -
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tak - en; For the foe, Well we know, Is a
blind you. Sa - tan’s prey Oft are they Who se -
cheat you. Watch and see Lest there be Faith - less
sti - fle. Pride and sin Lurk with - in, All  your
creas - ing, So that still Mind and will Shall u -
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har - vest reap - ing While the saints are sleep - ing.
cure  are sleep - ing And no watch are keep - ing.
friends to charm you, Who but seek to harm you.
hopes to shat - ter; Heed not when they flat - ter.
nite to serve  Him And for - ev - er love Him.

Text: Johann Burkhard Freystein, 1671-1718; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Hundert . . . geistlicher Arien, 1694, Dresden, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain
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O Lord, o - pen my lips,
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and my mouth will de - clare Your praise.
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Make haste, O God, to de-liv-er me;
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make haste to help me, O Lord.
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Glo-ry be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spir - it;
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as it was in the be - gin - ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.
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Praise to You, O Christ. Al - le - Tu - ia.

Psalmody
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Blessed be God, the Fa-ther, the Son, and the Ho-ly Spir - it.
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O come, let us wor - ship Him.
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1 Ocome,letussing . . . ............ to the Lord,
2 FortheLordisa . . .. ............ great God
3 TheseaisHis,forHe . . . .. ......... made it,

5 Glory be to the Fatherand . . . ........ to the Son
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1 let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our sal - va - tion.
2andagreat . . ... ... 00 king a - bove all gods.
3J3andHishand ............... formed the dry land.
Sandtothe . ................ Ho - ly Spir - it;
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1 Let us come into His presence with thanks - giv - ing,
2 The deep places of the earthare . . . . ... in His hand;
3 O come, let us worshipand ......... bow down,
4 ForHe . .. ... 00t eeeeeeens is our God,
5 as it was in the be - - gin - ning,
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1 let us make a joyful noiseto . . ... ... Him with songs of praise.
2 the strength of the hillsis . ... ... .. His al - so.
3 let us kneel beforethe .. ......... Lord, our mak - er.
4 and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep__ of His hand.
5 is now, and will be for - - ev - er. A - men.
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Blessed be God, the Fa-ther, the Son, and the Ho-ly Spir - it.
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O come, let us wor - ship Him.

Readings

Old Testament Isaiah 65:17-25

17“Behold, 1 create new heavens
and a new earth,

and the former things shall not be remembered
or come into mind.

3But be glad and rejoice forever
in that which I create;



for behold, I create Jerusalem to be a joy,
and her people to be a gladness.
19T will rejoice in Jerusalem
and be glad in my people;
no more shall be heard in it the sound of weeping
and the cry of distress.
20No more shall there be in it
an infant who lives but a few days,
or an old man who does not fill out his days,
for the young man shall die a hundred years old,
and the sinner a hundred years old shall be accursed.
2IThey shall build houses and inhabit them;
they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit.
22They shall not build and another inhabit;
they shall not plant and another eat;
for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be,
and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands.
Z3They shall not labor in vain
or bear children for calamity,
for they shall be the offspring of the blessed of the LORD,
and their descendants with them.
24Before they call I will answer;
while they are yet speaking I will hear.
25The wolf and the lamb shall graze together;
the lion shall eat straw like the ox,
and dust shall be the serpent’s food.
They shall not hurt or destroy
in all my holy mountain,”
says the LORD.

Epistle I Thessalonians 5:1-11
"Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to have anything

written to you. 2For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief
in the night. *While people are saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction
will come upon them as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. “But
you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief. *For you are all
children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night or of the darkness. °So then let us
not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober. "For those who sleep, sleep at night,
and those who get drunk, are drunk at night. ®But since we belong to the day, let us be sober,
having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. °For God
has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, °who died
for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might live with him. ' Therefore encourage one
another and build one another up, just as you are doing.



Proper Psalm 45:14-15

In many-colored robes [the king’s daughter] is led | to the king,*
with her virgin companions following be- | hind her.

With joy and gladness they are | led along*
as they enter the palace | of the king.

Gospel Matthew 25:1-13
A reading from Matthew, chapter 25.

[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went
to meet the bridegroom. ?Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3For when the foolish
took their lamps, they took no oil with them, “but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 3As
the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and slept. *But at midnight there was a cry,
‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” "Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their
lamps. 8And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’
But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for us and for you, go rather to
the dealers and buy for yourselves.” '°And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came,
and those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut.

A fterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.” '>But he answered,
“Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.” *Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the
hour.”

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Responsory LSB 221
Verse To Refrain
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1 Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens.
2 Blessed are those
who hear the Word of God  and keep— it.
3 Glory be to the
Father and to the Son  and to the Holy Spir - it
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Lord, I love
the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glo-ry dwells.



516 Waki, Awake, for Night Is Flying
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1 “Wake, a - wake, for night is fly ing,” The watch-men on the
2 Zi - on hears the watch-men sing - ing, And all  her heart with
3 Now let all the heav’'ns a - dore Thee, Let saints and an - gels
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heights are cry - ing; “A - wake, Je - ru - sa-lem, a - rise!”
joy is spring - ing; She wakes, she ris - es from her gloom.
sing be - fore Thee With harp and cym-bals’ clear - est tone.
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Mid - night hears the  wel-come voic - es  And at the thrill-ing
For her Lord comes down all - glo - rious, The strong in grace, in
Of one pearl each shin-ing por - tal, Where, join-ing with the
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cry  re-joic - es: “Oh, where are ye, ye vir - gins wise?
truth vic - to - rious; Her star is ris’n, her light is come.
choir im-mor - tal, We gath - er round Thy ra - diant throne.
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The Bride - groom comes, a-wake! Your lamps with glad - ness take!
Now come, Thou Bless-ed One, Lord Je - sus, God’s own Son,
No eye has  seen the light, No ear has heard the might
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Al - le - lu - ial With brid - al care Your-selves pre - pare
Hail! Ho-san - na! We en - ter all The wed - ding hall
Of Thy glo - ry; There-fore will we E - ter - nal - ly
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To meet the Bride-groom, who is near.”
To eat the Sup - per at Thy call.
Sing hymns of praise and joy to Thee!

Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Text and tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608
Text and tune: Public domain



Sermon

Canticle

Stand

941 We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O God
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1 We praise You and ac-knowl-edge You, O God, to be the Lord,
2 The band of the a - pos - tles in glo - ry sing Your praise;
3 You, Christ, are King of glo - ry, the ev - er-last-ing Son,
4 You it in splen-did glo - ry, en-throned at God’s right hand,
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The Fa-ther ev - er-last - ing, by all the earth a - dored.
The fel - low - ship of proph -ets their death-less voic - es raise.
Yet You, with bound-less love, sought to res-cue ev - ry - one:
Up - hold - ing earth and heav - en by forc-es You com-mand.
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To You all an-gel pow-ers cry a-loud, the heav-ens sing,
The mar - tyrs of Your king-dom, a great and no - ble throng,
You laid a - side Your glo - ry, were born of vir-gin’s womb,
We know that You will come as our Judge that fi - nal day,
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The cher - u-bim and ser - a- phim their prais - es to You bring:
Sing with the ho - ly Church through-out all the world this song:

Were cru - ci-fied for us and were placed in - to a tomb;
So  help Your ser-vants You have re-deemed by blood, we pray;
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“O ho - ly, ho-1ly, ho - ly Lord God of Sab-a - oth;
“O all - ma - jes-tic Fa - ther, Your true and on-1ly Son,
Then by Your res-ur - rec - tion You won for us re-prieve—
May we with saints be num-bered where prais-es nev-er end,
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Your maj - es - ty and glo-ry fill the heav-ens and the earth!”
And Ho - ly Spir-it, Com-fort-er— for - ev - er Three in One!”
You o -pened heav-en’s king - dom to all who would be - lieve.
In glo - ry ev - er-last - ing. A-men, O Lord, a- men!
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 Tune: Gustav Holst, 1874-1934, alt. Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002410



Sit

Offering

Prayer

Kneel/Stand

Kyrie LSB 227

Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer-cy.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Collects

o)
Fe |
O Lord, hear my prayer.
H

And let my cry come to You.

Prayer of the Church



Collect of the Day

O Lord, absolve Your people from their offenses that, from the bonds of our sins which by
reason of our frailty we have brought upon ourselves, we may be delivered by Your bountiful
goodness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Collect for Grace

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely brought us to
the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and grant that this
day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our doings, being
ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus LSB 228
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(L) Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Benediction LSB 228
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(P) The grace of our Lord I+ Je-sus Christ and the love of God
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and the communion of the Holy Spir - it be with you all.
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514 The Bridegroom Soon Will Call Us
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1 The Bride-groom soon will call us, “Come to the wed-ding feast.”
2 There shall we see in glo - ry Our dear Re-deem-er’s face;

3 There God shall from all e - vil For - ev - er make us free,
4 In that fair home shall nev - er Be si - lent mu - sic’s voice;
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May slum-ber not be - fall us Nor watch-ful-ness de - crease.
The long - a-wait-ed sto - ry Of heav’n-ly joy takes place:
From sin and from the dev - il, From all ad- ver - si - ty,
With hearts and lips for-ev - er We shall in God re - joice,
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May all our lamps be burn - ing With oil e - nough and more
The pa - tri- archs shall meet wus, The proph-ets’ ho - ly band;
From sick-ness, pain, and sad - ness, From trou - bles, cares, and fears,

While an - gel hosts are rais - ing With saints from great to

least
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That we, with Him re - turn - ing, May find an o - pen
A - pos - tles, mar - tyrs greet us In that ce - les - tial

And grant us heav’n-ly glad - ness And wipe a-way our
A  might -y hymn for prais - ing The Giv -er of the

Text: Johann Walter, 1496-1570; (st. 1): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913-2001; (sts. 2-4): tr. Matthias Loy, 1828-1915, alt.
Tune: Musae Sioniae, 1609, vol. 7, Wolfenbuttel, ed. Michael Praetorius

Text (st. 1): © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002410

Text (sts. 2-4) and tune: Public domain

Acknowledgments
Matins from Lutheran Service Book

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible,
English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good

News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House.

land.
tears.
feast.



PRAYER CONCERNS @

) 6\
Pray for our members with health concerns: (4171 ﬂ
Devin Ruse Marcia Twarog Walker Byard @ ’-. *.. , 7))
Doris Braman  Tammy Younger Sharon Whyte 'T- O
Sandy Metzger Jerry Thomas Adalyn Osborn 4/ Y\e
Perry Tremble  Rich Schnell

Pray for friends with health concerns:

Ella Layton Janice Haas Wendy Dieleman-Reid Karen Olson
Shannon Reed Debbie Kahihikolo  Tim Robbin Brendan Harrison
Hunter Sweet  Jean Marttila Matthew Mason Kris Hammerbacher
Paula Switala Brianna Dery Scott Schell Karen McGuire

Al Fox Cody Gee Howard Hackerd Kay Tremble

Jeri Christie Emmett Lynch Cathy Mueller Joan Behrman

Greg Norgan Teresa Strehl Matthew Hackerd Donald Nelson
Diane (Joyce Forro’s daughter) Mike Jones Mike Shillair

Brian Leja

Please contact the office with any updates to the prayer list

SHARING - of God’s gifts for November 9 and 16

Budget Receipts $3,679.00
Donation for Worship Banners 180.00
November MOM (Wellspring) 155.00

Attendance for: November 9 — 53
November 16 — 61

Needed for Budget in 2024 — $2,98 1per week

2 [a] Convenient and secure ONLINE GIVING is available through TITHE.LY

iF- giving portal. Scan the QR code to the left or go to our church website
at: www.stjohnaugres.org once there, click the link located on the
homepage.




This Week at St. John’s

POINSETTA PRE-ORDERING — is now available. Costis $12 for 6” red poinsettia. Sign up
deadline is November 30™. Sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board in the MPR. Checks
should be made out to St. John Ladies Aid and given to Roxanne Klein.

WOMEN OF THE WORD (WOW) — is Cancelled for Monday, November 24t™. We will
resume our Bible study of Revelations on Monday, December 8.

CHURCH STORE — Let someone know you are thankful for them this Thanksgiving. Cards
are in the display case in the fellowship hall. Cards, containing beautiful Bible verses, are
available for many occasions. Check them out! Individual cards are (.50) each or box ($6).

FREE ITEMS TO SHARE — Books, booklets, puzzles, etc. are on the table in the multi-
purpose room. Help yourself.

Upcoming Events at St. John

Thanksgiving Eve Service — Wednesday, November 26 @ 6:30 pm
Nativity Set Up — Monday, December 1% @ 10:00am

Christmas Tree decorating — Monday, December 1% at 10:00am
Advent Midweek services with Soup supper — December 3, 10, 17
Children’s Christmas Service — December 14™ @ 9am.

Christmas Eve Service — Wednesday, December 24

Christmas Day Service — Thursday, December 25

THANKSGIVING EVE WORSHIP/HC — join us on Wednesday, November 26, at 6:30 pm as we
gather to give thanks to our Lord. Invite family, friends, and neighbors to worship with you.

NATIVITY SCENE — your help is requested to set up our beautiful Nativity Set in anticipation

of the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. If you can help, please come to the church at 10am on

Monday, December 1.

LADIES CHRISTMAS TREE DECORATING & CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON — Monday, December 1%

at 10:00am. Following the set up and a short devotion we will go to the Anchor Pub for our
Christmas Luncheon at noon. All ladies of the church are invited. Both to decorate and for
lunch. A donation will be taken for Good Samaritan Mission of Bay City. Any questions can

be directed to Pat Metzger.



CHILDREN'’S CHRISTMAS SERVICE — Prepare to celebrate our Savior’s birth during the
children’s Christmas service at St. John on Sunday, December 14, at 9:00am. Please join in
as we participate with our children in worship.

SIGN UP SHEETS — A Fruit bowl and crockpot of soup are still needed for the Winkle
luncheon. Thank you to all who signed up to host the Soup Suppers for our Mid-Week
Advent Services.

Mission Opportunities

FOOD BANK OF EASTERN MICHIGAN — We are hanging Christmas ornaments for the Food
Bank of Eastern MI with your name on it in the window of the church office for the months
of November and December . Every S1 you donate equals 6 meal for our hungry
neighbors. Checks may be made out to the Food Bank of Eastern MI. Putting the number
P710 in the memo portion of your check insures the donation stays here in Au Gres.

November’s MISSION OF THE MONTH — Wellspring Lutheran Services, walk alongside
people of all ages and walks of life. They share hope when a circumstance may not feel
hopeful.

AU GRES CHARITIES FOOD PANTRY — The need in our community it great, as 63 families
were served last week. Pantry needs: dry cereal, chicken noodle soup, Spaghetti O’s, Mac
N’ Cheese, Pancake mix, spaghetti noodles, spaghetti sauce, and canned potatoes. Items
can be placed in the grocery cart in the fellowship hall.

PENNIES FOR THE SEMINARY — We are collecting pennies to send to the seminary,
helping to equip future pastors. You may drop your donation in the wood box near the
doors in the fellowship hall. “So, let each one give as he purposes in his heart”

(2 Corinthians 9:7).

CAN TABS — We continue to save can tabs from pop cans, soups, etc. You may place them
in the container labeled CAN TABS in the multi-purpose room on the back table. They are
donated to St. Jude Children’s Hospital.

Upcoming Community Events
See the bulletin board in the MPR for more details about an event

December 5 Blood Drive — Zion Lutheran Church Tawas
December 5, 6, & 7 Living Nativity — Immanuel Lutheran Church of Frankentrost
December 6 Bethlehem Breakfast — Zion Lutheran Church Tawas

December 14 Old Fashioned Christmas in the Park — Au Gres (2 & 4 pm)



Sovptune of the Week
Psalm 46 %
'God is our refuge and strength,
an ever-present help in trouble.
2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way
and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea,
3though its waters roar and foam
and the mountains quake with their surging.
“There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy place where the Most High dwells.
5 God is within her, she will not fall;
God will help her at break of day.
® Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall;
he lifts his voice, the earth melts.
"The LORD Almighty is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress.
8 Come and see what the LORD has done,
the desolations he has brought on the earth.
®He makes wars cease
to the ends of the earth.
He breaks the bow and shatters the spear;
he burns the shields with fire.
' He says, “Be still, and know that | am God;
| will be exalted among the nations,
| will be exalted in the earth.”
" The LORD Almighty is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress.

6ife Thoughts — When people argue that we should not bring more children into a World\
such as this, they agree with the people of Jerusalem at the time of its destruction. “Blessed
are the barren and the wombs that never bore and the breast that never nursed” (Luke
23:29). But this is not the way that Jesus intends us to view the gift of new life. Instead,

we weep with those who cannot bear and nurse, and we celebrate God’s gift of life, trusting
that He will always reign over all things and be the “refuge and strength” of His people
(Colossians 1:18; Psalm 46:1), and the little children will always be His “treasured

@ssession” (Malachi 3:17). )




