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Sunday Worship- 9:00 am
Bible Study - 10:15 am
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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH

P.O. Box 763, 206 N Court St; Au Gres, M1 48703

SERVING THE LORD
Sunday, November 23, 2025

SOS: Bob Colby Elder: Bob Britt
Greeter: Sheri Colby Usher: Charlie Appold
Altar Care: Lisa Olson Bulletin:  Sandra Jantzi

Liturgist and Preacher: Pastor Sean McNeil

This Week at St. John's
SUN (11/16) 9:00am Worship/HC
10:15am Coffee Hour/Fellowship
Bible Study in MPR
MON (11/17) 10:00am Women of the Word Bible Study
TUE (11/18) 1:00pm Ladies Aid Meeting
THR (11/20) 6:00pm Elder’'s Meeting
7:00pm Council Meeting
FRI(11/21) 1:00pm Bazaar Set Up
SAT (11/22) 10:00am Ladies Aid Bazaar
SUN (11/23) 9:00am Worship
10:15am Coffee Hour/Fellowship
Bible Study in MPR

WE WELCOME ALL TO GOD’S HOUSE TODAY - in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Please take a moment and fill out the “Welcome to Our Worship” pad in the brown
folder at the end of the pew. If you are visiting, please sign the guest register book in the
narthex. If you do not have a church home, we invite you to return every Sunday at 9:00am.

SACRAMENT CONFESSION - We, as a congregation of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod,
believe that Holy Communion is a divinely instituted sacramentin which Jesus Christ grants to the
communicant His true body and blood under the forms of bread and wine. We invite all whoa re
confirmed Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod Lutherans, who have repented of their sins, and trust
in Jesus’ words, “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins”, to commune with us. Those
who are members of other Christian congregations and desire to attend Holy Communion are
asked to speak with an elder or the Pastor prior to the service.

LARGEPRINT — copies of today’s service are available. Ask the greeter if you would like one.
Cover Artwork: i 2024 Edward Riojas, lieensed through Cancordia Publishing Houss,



592 Dearest Jesus, We Are Here
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1 Dear - est Je - sus, we are here, Glad - 1ly Your com-

2 Your com-mand is clear and plain, And we would o -

3 There-fore we have come to You, In our arms this

4 Gra - cious Head, Your mem - ber own; Shep - herd, take Your

5 Now in - to  Your heart we pour Prayers that from our
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mand o - bey - ing; With this child we now  draw near

bey it du - ly: “You must all be born a - gain,
in - fant bear - ing. Tru - ly here Your grace we view;
lamb and feed it; Prince of Peace, make here Your throne;
hearts pro-ceed - ed. Our pe - ti - tions heav’n - ward soar;
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In re - sponse to Your own say - ing That to You it
Heart and life re - new - ing tru - ly, Born of wa - ter
May  this child, Your mer - cy shar - ing, In Your arms be
Way of Life, to heav - en lead it; Pre - cious Vine, let
May our hearts’ de - sires be heed - ed! Write the name we
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shall be giv - en As a child and heir of heav - en.
and the Spir - it, And My king-dom thus in - her -  it”
shield-ed ev - er, Yours on earth and Yours for - ev - er.
noth - ing sev - er From Your side this branch for - ev - er.
now have giv - en; Write it in the book of heav - en!

Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672-1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Johann Rudolph Ahle, 1625-73, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P) In the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
(P} If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.



Kneel/Stand

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Stand

(P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your
holy name. Amen.

(P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I« Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Kyrie
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra- cious Lord.
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:

[
| 4%

|
| I | \RF 1 T 1]
e ——— % P—‘—ﬁ%
I

e e e e e
o) &’ ~ & o f

We wor-ship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glo-ry.
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You take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther; re-ceive our prayer.

For You a-lone are the Ho-ly One, You a-lone are the Lord,
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You a-lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men

Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P)

@

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.
O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear the devout prayers of Your
Church, especially in times of persecution, and grant that what we ask in faith we may



obtain; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Sit

Old Testament Reading Micah 6:6-8

%“With what shall I come before the LORD,
and bow myself before God on high?

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old?

"Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousands of rivers of 0il?

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”

8He has told you, O man, what is good,;
and what does the LORD require of you

but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Psalm 133:1, 3b

Behold, how good and pleas- | ant it is*
when brothers dwell in | unity!

For the LORD has commanded the | blessing,*
life for- | evermore.

Epistle Philippians 1:3-11
3T thank my God in all my remembrance of you, “always in every prayer of mine for you all

making my prayer with joy, Sbecause of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until
now. And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at
the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my
heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and
confirmation of the gospel. ®For God is my witness, how I yearn for you all with the affection of
Christ Jesus. *And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge
and all discernment, '%so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless
for the day of Christ, 'filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to
the glory and praise of God.



This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel Matthew 18:21-35

Sit

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

21Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I
forgive him? As many as seven times?” ??Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but
seventy times seven.

23“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts
with his servants. 2*When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand
talents. 2And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and
children and all that he had, and payment to be made. 2°So the servant fell on his knees,
imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” 2’And out of pity for
him, the master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. 2*But when that same
servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and
seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.” 2’So his fellow servant fell
down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.” 3*He refused and went
and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. *'When his fellow servants saw what had
taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had
taken place. **Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave
you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33And should not you have had mercy on your
fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?” **And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers,
until he should pay all his debt. 33So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you
do not forgive your brother from your heart.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



611 Chief of Sinners Though | Be
0 | N
i ’l:L'n L‘V}) I I t — } i f — T 1 —
= ===
1 Chief of sin - ners though I be, Je - sus shed His
2 Oh, the height of Je - sus’ love, High - er than the
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blood for me, Died that I might live on  high,
heav’ns a - bove, Deep - er than the depths of sea,
wound -ed heart, Peace that flows from sin for - giv'n,
all to  me; All my wants to Him are known,
and Your Word! When my way - ward heart would stray,
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Lives that I might nev - er die. As the branch is
Last-ing as e - ter - ni - ty! Love that found me—
Joy that lifts the soul to heav’n, Faith and hope to
All my sor-rows are His own. He sus - tains the
Keep me in the nar - row way; Grace in time of
0 | . \

A SA— i { — | ] —— . | A
t%#tb e —— i
to the vine, 1 am His, and He iS mine.
won - drous thought! Found me when I  sought Him not.
walk with God In the way that E - noch trod.
hid - den life Safe with Him from earth - ly strife.
need sup - ply While I live and when I die.

Text: William McComb, 1793-1873, alt.
Tune: Richard Redhead, 1820-1901
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon
Stand

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,

the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,



begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life -1+ of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Sit

Offering

Stand

Offertory LSB 159
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.

Service of the Sacrament

LSB 160



It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who,
having created all things, took on human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary. For our
sake He died on the cross and rose from the dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your
will and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and saying:

Sanctus LSB 161
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161
(P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You
created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior.
With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice
of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and
drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from
the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His
kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To



You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to
drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed

death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven,
and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to

pray:

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I-
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave
it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I~ blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He
comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.



Pax Domini
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
Sit
Distribution

617 O Lord, We Praise Thee
621 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
606 | Lay My Sins on Jesus

Stand

Thank th: Lord
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-’ry-one what He has done.
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le-1u - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift,
and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our

A Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Benediction LSB 166
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(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and "I+ give you peace.
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851 Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us
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Can it be, O gra - cious Mas - ter, That You
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and the e - vil With Your own un - spar - ing hand.
and more bless - ed ’Tis to give than to re - ceive.
poor and need - y, “Give as 1 have giv’n to you”?
all Your grac - es, With Your love our love re - new.

Text: Eliza S. Alderson, 1818-89, alt.
Tune: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-87
Text and tune: Public domain
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PRAYER CONCERNS &
,;,

Pray for our members with health concerns: j ﬂ
Devin Ruse Marcia Twarog Walker Byard O ’-. \ , 7))
Doris Braman  Tammy Younger Sharon Whyte Y
Sandy Metzger Jerry Thomas Adalyn Osborn 4/ \;;e
Perry Tremble  Rich Schnell
Pray for friends with health concerns:
Ella Layton Janice Haas Wendy Dieleman-Reid Karen Olson
Shannon Reed Debbie Kahihikolo  Tim Robbin Brendan Harrison
Hunter Sweet  Jean Marttila Matthew Mason Kris Hammerbacher
Paula Switala Brianna Dery Scott Schell Karen McGuire
Al Fox Cody Gee Howard Hackerd Kay Tremble
Jeri Christie Emmett Lynch Cathy Mueller Joan Behrman
Greg Norgan Teresa Strehl Matthew Hackerd Donald Nelson
Diane (Joyce Forro’s daughter) Mike Jones Mike Shillair

Brian Leja

Please contact the office with any updates to the prayer list

2 [a] Convenient and secure ONLINE GIVING is available through the TITHE.LY

il giving portal. Scan the QR code to the left or go to our church website at:
www.stjohnaugres.org once there, click the link located on the
homepage.

Today at St. John’s

POINSETTA PRE-ORDERING — is now available. Cost is $12 for 6” red poinsettia. Signh up
deadline is November 30™. Sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board in the MPR. Checks
should be made out to St. John Ladies Aid and given to Roxanne Klein.

LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES — Listen to the radio broadcast in our area on WSAM, 1400
AM, on Sunday morning at 8:30am or online at: www.lutheranhour.org



http://www.lutheranhour.org/

FALL HARVEST QUILT —is now on display in the fellowship hall. Tickets are $1 each or 6 for
$5. The drawing will be held at 2 pm on November 229, at the closing of the Ladies Aid
Bazaar. Need not be present to win.

A HUGE THANK YOU to the following ladies for helping wrap our baskets Tuesday: Paulette
Paradise, Marilyn Williamson, Linda Daly, Darleen Malone, Janet Sahr, Diana Pendred,
Cheryl Appold, Lisa Olson, Veronica Hiveley, Jean Hogan, Carol Britt, Sheri Colby, Karen
Huber, Janet Leinberger, and Sharon VanLandeghem. Great work ladies! The baskets are
beautiful.

This Week at St. John’s

WOMEN OF THE WORD (WOW) — all ladies are invited to join us on Monday at 10:00 am as
we continue our weekly Bible study on the book of Revelations.

ELDER’S MEETING & CHURCH COUNCIL — will be held Thursday at 6:00 and 7:00 pm
respectively. All members are invited to share their ideas and/or concerns.

LADIES AID MEETING — All ladies are invited to join us on Tuesday at 1pm. Our hostess for
November are Roxanne Klein and Vicki Huber.

BAZAAR SET UP — Join us Friday at 1:00 pm to assist in set up for the Bazaar. Many hands
make light work!

LADIES AID BAZAAR — will be held on Saturday, from 10:00am to 2:00pm. There are many
beautiful, themed baskets to choose from. This is a great opportunity to get your
Christmas shopping done for the year!

CHURCH STORE — Let someone know you are thankful for them this Thanksgiving. Cards
are in the display case in the fellowship hall. Cards, containing beautiful Bible verses, are
available for many occasions. Check them out! Individual cards are (.50) each or box ($6).

Your help is needed!
*See the sign up sheets on the table in the Multi-Purpose Room to help provide food for
the following events begin held here at St. John.

e  WINKLE — November 25" — a few items are still needed for the breakfast & luncheon
e ADVENT MID-WEEK SOUP SUPPER - December 10" and 17" are open



Mission Opportunities

FOOD BANK OF EASTERN MICHIGAN — We are hanging Christmas ornaments for the Food
Bank of Eastern M| with your name on it in the window of the church office for the months
of November and December . Every S1 you donate equals 6 meal for our hungry
neighbors. Checks may be made out to the Food Bank of Eastern MI. Putting the number
P710 in the memo portion of your check insures the donation stays here in Au Gres.

November’s MISSION OF THE MONTH — Wellspring Lutheran Services, walk alongside
people of all ages and walks of life. They share hope when a circumstance may not feel
hopeful.

AU GRES CHARITIES FOOD PANTRY — The need in our community it great, as 63 families
were served last week. Pantry needs: dry cereal, chicken noodle soup, Spaghetti O’s, Mac
N’ Cheese, Pancake mix, spaghetti noodles, spaghetti sauce, and canned potatoes. Items
can be placed in the grocery cart in the fellowship hall.

CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING SERVICE — is being held at 6pm on November 18t
at St. Marks. The offering for the evening will go to the Au Gres Christian Charities Food
Bank. Monetary gifts, dry cereal, or canned soup are being accepted.

Upcoming Events at St. John

Ladies Aid Bazaar — Saturday, November 22 from 10am — 2 pm
Thanksgiving Eve Service — Wednesday, November 26 @ 6:30 pm
Advent Midweek services with Soup supper — December 3, 10, 17
Children’s Christmas Service — December 14" @ 9am.

Christmas Eve Service — Wednesday, December 24

Christmas Day Service — Thursday, December 25

Upcoming Community Events
See the bulletin board in the MPR for more details about an event

November 18 Christian Community Thanksgiving Service — St. Mark’s
December 5 Blood Drive — Zion Lutheran Church Tawas

December 5, 6, & 7 Living Nativity — Immanuel Lutheran Church of Frankentrost
December 6 Bethlehem Breakfast — Zion Lutheran Church Tawas

December 14 Old Fashioned Christmas in the Park — Au Gres (2 & 4 pm)



Goniptune of the Week

Psalm 98

'Sing to the LORD a new song,
for he has done marvelous things;
his right hand and his holy arm
have worked salvation for him.
2The LORD has made his salvation known
and revealed his righteousness to the nations.
*He has remembered his love
and his faithfulness to Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen
the salvation of our God.
4 Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth,
burst into jubilant song with music;
> make music to the LORD with the harp,
with the harp and the sound of singing,
®with trumpets and the blast of the ram’s horn—
shout for joy before the LORD, the King.
7 Let the sea resound, and everything in it,
the world, and all who live in it.
8 Let the rivers clap their hands,
let the mountains sing together for joy;
?|et them sing before the LORD,
for he comes to judge the earth.
He will judge the world in righteousness
and the peoples with equity.

ﬁjfe Thoughts — As the days draw closer to Christ’s return, we have witnessed people \
brought before kings and governors for the sake of Jesus’ name and the truth that every life
is precious in God’s sight, just like Jesus warned (Luke 21:10-12). But don’t be afraid!
“This is your opportunity to bear witness” (Luke 21:14)! We can go out, “leaping like
calves from the stall” (Malachi 4:2), proclaiming the sanctity of all life because we know
that God promises to “give you a mouth and wisdom” (Luke 21:15) and that the “sun of
(ighteousness” shall soon “rise with healing in its wings” (Malachi 4:2) J




