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Liturgist and Preacher: Pastor Sean McNeil   
 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

SUN (5/3) 9:00 am Worship/Holy Communion 
  Mites Collected 
 10:15 am Voter’s Meeting and Potbless 
MON (5/4) 10:00 am Women of the Word Bible Study 
WED (5/6) 6:30 pm Mid-Week Worship/HC 
SUN (5/10) 9:00 am Worship/Holy Communion 
 10:15 am Coffee Hour/Fellowship 
  Blood Pressure Clinic 
  Bible Study 
 
   

WE WELCOME ALL TO GOD’S HOUSE TODAY – in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
Please take a moment and fill out the “Welcome to Our Worship” pad in the brown folder at 
the end of the pew.  If you are visiting, please sign the guest register book in the narthex.  If 
you do not have a church home, we invite you to return every Sunday at 9:00 am.  
 

LARGEPRINT – copies of today’s service are available in the Narthex. Ask the greeter if you 
would like a copy to follow along with today’s service. 
 

LWML MITES – are accepted the first Sunday of each month. Place your collected change in 
the LWML Mites box located near the doors as you enter the sanctuary. 
 

Voter’s Meeting and Potbless – today following the morning service at approximately 

10:15am.  If you have not done so already, pick up a copy of the voter’s meeting booklet 

from the table in the narthex.  We invite you to stay for the potbless following the meeting.  



Stand 

 

556 Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice sts. 1–5 

 

 

 

 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Richard Massie, 1800–87, alt. 
Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 



  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 

Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of 

my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Stand 

 

Service of the Word 
Introit Psalm 98:1b, 3–4; antiphon: vv. 1a, 2b 

 

Sing to the LORD a new song, Alle- | luia,* 

 for he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. Alle- | luia. 

His right hand and his | holy arm* 

 have worked salva- | tion for him. 

He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of | Israel.* 

 All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation | of our God. 

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, | all the earth;* 

 break forth into joyous song and sing | praises! 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 



 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Sing to the LORD a new song, Alle- | luia,* 

 for he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. Alle- | luia. 

 

Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 

This Is the Feast LSB 155 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

  

P Let us pray. 

O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we may love what 

You have commanded and desire what You promise, that among the many changes of this 

world our hearts may be fixed where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 12:1–6 

1You will say in that day: 

“I will give thanks to you, O LORD, 

 for though you were angry with me, 

your anger turned away, 

 that you might comfort me. 
2“Behold, God is my salvation; 

 I will trust, and will not be afraid; 

for the LORD GOD is my strength and my song, 

 and he has become my salvation.” 

 3With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 4And you will say in that day: 

“Give thanks to the LORD, 

 call upon his name, 

make known his deeds among the peoples, 

 proclaim that his name is exalted. 
5“Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; 

 let this be made known in all the earth. 
6Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, 

 for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.” 



  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle James 1:16–21 
 16Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, 

coming down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 18Of 

his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his 

creatures. 

 19Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger; 
20for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness that God requires. 21Therefore put away all 

filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to 

save your souls. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Verse Psalm 118:16; Romans 6:9 

P Alleluia. The right hand of the LORD exalts, the right hand of the LORD does valiantly! 

Alleluia. We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death no 

longer has dominion over him. Alleluia. 

 

Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel John 16:5–15 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixteenth chapter. 

  

 
  



 5[Jesus said:] “But now I am going to him who sent me, and none of you asks me, ‘Where are you 

going?’ 6But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. 7Nevertheless, I tell 

you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come 

to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. 8And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning 

sin and righteousness and judgment: 9concerning sin, because they do not believe in me; 10concerning 

righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see me no longer; 11concerning judgment, 

because the ruler of this world is judged. 

 12“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13When the Spirit of truth 

comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he 

hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. 14He will glorify me, for he 

will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15All that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he 

will take what is mine and declare it to you.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  



And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

556 Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice sts. 6–10 

 

 

 

 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Richard Massie, 1800–87, alt. 
Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



Sermon 
 

Stand 

 

Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
Sit 

 

Offering 
 

Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Service of the Sacrament 
Sacrament Confession – We, as a congregation of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, 
believe that Holy Communion is a divinely instituted sacrament in which Jesus Christ grants 
to the communicant His true body and blood under the forms of bread and wine.  We invite 
all who are confirmed Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod Lutherans, who have repented of 
their sins, and trust in Jesus’ words, “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins”, to 
commune with us.  Those who are members of other Christian congregations and desire to 
attend Holy Communion are asked to speak with an elder or the Pastor prior to the service. 



Preface LSB 194 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we bound to 

praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very 

Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He 

has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting life. Therefore 

with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with 

angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 

glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 195 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

P Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

C For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave 

it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 

 

 
Pax Domini LSB 197 

 
  



 
 
Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sit 

 

 
Distribution 

 

809 Great Is Thy Faithfulness 
628 Your Table I Approach 
478 The Day of Resurrection 

 

  



Hymn 
 

769 Eternal Spirit of the Living Christ 

 

 

 

 
Text: Frank von Christierson, 1900–96, alt. 
Tune: Henry Lawes, 1595–1662 
Text: © 1974 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002410 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

 
  

 
  

 



  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 

 
  

 
 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 

and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 

toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 



 
  

 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

 
  

 
 

Benediction LSB 202 

 

 

 
  

 
 



 
792 New Songs of Celebration Render 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Erik Routley, 1917–82 
Tune: attr. Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510–61 
Text: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002410 
Tune: Public domain 
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PRAYER CONCERNS 
Pray for our members with health concerns:  
Devin Ruse Marcia Twarog Walker Byard  
Doris Braman Tammy Younger Sharon Whyte 
Sandy Metzger     Jerry Thomas  Adalyn Osborn 
Perry Tremble  Rich Schnell  Ken Bender 
 

Pray for friends with health concerns:  
Ella Layton Janice Haas Wendy Dieleman-Reid Karen Olson 
Shannon Reed Debbie Kahihikolo  Tim Robbin Brendan Harrison 
Hunter Sweet Jean Marttila Matthew Mason Kris Hammerbacher 
Paula Switala Brianna Dery              Scott Schell Karen McGuire 
Al Fox Cody Gee Howard Hackerd  Kay Tremble 
Jeri Christie Emmett Lynch Cathy Mueller Joan Behrman 
Greg Norgan Teresa Strehl Matthew Hackerd Mike Shillair 
Diane (Joyce Forro’s daughter) Brian Leja 
 

Pray for safety: 
TSGT Grametbauer, Sean E. – grandson of Gloria Grametbauer, stationed in the Middle 
East for 6 months, in the medical division. 
  

Any changes to the prayer list can be emailed to Sandra:   

office@stjohnaugres.com or text 989-310-3652 

 

SHARING - of God’s gifts for April 26 and 29 
  Budget Receipts                      $1,366 
  Bible Study books $52.00 
  April M.O.M. – CAN Council $5.00 
  Pennies for Seminary $37.50 
  

             Attendance for: April 26 – 64; April 29 - 15 

 Needed for Budget in 2026 – $3,461.54per week 
 

 
       Convenient and secure ONLINE GIVING is available through TITHE.LY  
       giving portal. Scan the QR code to the left or go to our church website  
       at: www.stjohnaugres.org once there, click the link located on the   
       homepage. 



Today at St. John 
 

LIKE AND SUBSCRIBE! – did you know that our services are often recorded and posted on 
YouTube?  By subscribing to our channel, you make us more visible, and it helps spread the 
Word of God.  Although not the same as attending in person, it is a way to stay connected 
when you are traveling out of town.  Our channel is: @stjohnsaugres8759  
 

CHRIST 4 KIDS – We had 6 children attend for our Mother’s Day themed event. Pastor gave 

a devotion about honoring our mothers. We enjoyed a Craft, popcorn and a movie, Bible 

Jin-go, and various games.  The next Christ 4 kids will be Saturday, May 9th from 1-3 pm  

Invite your friend and neighbors! 

THE ALTAR FLOWER CALENDAR – is located on the left bulletin board in the multi-purpose 
room.   Sign up as a memorial, to honor someone, etc. and it will be noted in the weekly 
bulletin.  Information for purchasing flowers is located under the calendar.  Bring your 
flowers in on Saturday/ Sunday morning or have them delivered.  If having them delivered, 
please notify the office so that Sandra can arrange to meet the person delivering flowers. 
 

CHURCH STORE – Cards are in the display case in the fellowship hall.  Cards, containing 
beautiful Bible verses, are available for many occasions.  Individual cards are (.50) each or 
box ($6).    
 
FREE ITEMS TO SHARE – Books, booklets, puzzles, etc. are on the table in the multi-purpose 
room.  The table is overflowing again, check out what is available and help yourself. 
 
 

This week at St. John 
WOMEN OF THE WORD (WOW) – all women are invited to join us Monday at 10:00 am as 
we study God’s Word together.  We will be continuing a study of “The Way of Sorrows”. 
 
AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE – thank you to all who came out to give blood or 
volunteer in running this event.  Our goal was 21.  We had 17 total donors with one first 
time donor. 
 



WEEKLY WEDNESDAY EVENING SERVICES – A short, spoken Holy Communion service will 

begin at 6:30 pm.  We especially invite you to join us if you cannot attend on Sunday 

morning.   

BLOOD PRESSURE CLINIC – is the second Sunday of the month, (next Sunday) after worship.  

This FREE service is provided by our parish nurse, Kim Easterle, as well as Charlie Appold.    

     READ ME! 

 

OFFERING ENVELOPES – with a desire to be good stewards of the monetary gifts given to  

St. John, the office is evaluating how we are using funds designated for office use.  One 

thing we have noticed is the number of offering envelopes being disposed of yearly.  We are 

looking at purchasing less for 2027.  This will mean that some of you will be issued a 

number different from what you are currently using.  Please consider the following 

questions and let the office know your thoughts. 

• Do you throw away the box of envelopes given to you each year, because you give 

another way? 

• Would it be a hardship for you to be assigned a different number from what you 

have been using? 

• Would you consider receiving your annual statement electronically? 

• Do you use the Mission of the Month envelope attached to the newsletter, or would 

you be willing to pick one up from the table in the Narthex instead? 

 

Mark Your Calendar 

FUNERAL CLASS – will be held by Pastor McNeil on June 19th at 6:30 pm.  

Sign up on the sheet by the doors in the Narthex. 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2026 – “Tropical Trek: Jesus Comes to Seek and Save.”  July 6th – 

10th from 6-8pm. Registration forms are on the table in the Narthex.  Consider who you can 

invite to come. 



Mission Opportunities 
 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD –  Each year Samaritan’s Purse hand out thousands of shoes 
boxes, filled with goodies, to bring hope to children in war torn and poverty stricken 
countries around the world.  You are invited to join us as we collect items to fill shoeboxes 
right here at St. John.  See the enclosed insert for guildlines as you shop. A copy of the 
guildelines is also posted on the bulletin board near the mailboxes.  If you have further 
questions, contact Pat Metzger or Laura Daly. Items can be placed in the tote located in the 
Fellowship Hall. 
 
BLOOD DRIVE COORDINATOR NEEDED – Pastor Cordts and Linda are stepping down from 
their role as coordinators.  They are looking for one or more persons to fill this role.  If you 
are interested, please speak with pastor.  Details on what this role involves are available in 
the church office.  A big thank you to Pastor Cordts and Linda for their hard work and 
dedication to this lifesaving mission. 
 
MAY MISSION OF THE MONTH – is for Orphan Grain Train.  God has enabled our Michigan 
branch to be a significant part of the Christian humanitarian response in which not only 
material goods, but the Gospel is widely shared. For more information check out their 
website:  https://www.ogt.org 
 

AU GRES CHRISTIAN CHARITIES FOOD PANTRY NEEDS – hygiene items (including sample 
sizes) and boxed cereal are always needed.  Items can be placed in the grocery cart in the 
fellowship hall.   
 

PENNIES FOR THE SEMINARY – We are collecting pennies to send to the seminary, helping 
to equip future pastors.  You may drop your donation in the wood box near the doors in 
the fellowship hall.  “So, let each one give as he purposes in his heart” 2 Corinthians 9:7.  
 

CAN TABS – We continue to save can tabs from pop cans, soups, etc.  You may place them 
in the container labeled CAN TABS in the multi-purpose room on the back table.  They are 
donated to St. Jude Children’s Hospital.   
 
THE CLOSET EXCHANGE – has now moved into their new building (former St. Paul Church 

building).  If you are interested in finding out how you can help serve the children of our 

community, contact them by email:  ittakesavillagearenac@gmail.com or call 989-820-5122. 



St. John Lutheran Church 
 

VOTERS MEETING AGENDA & POTBLESS 
 

 
When: Sunday, May 3 
 
Time: Approximately 10:15am  
 Immediately after our 9 am service & coffee hour 
  
Where:  Fellowship Hall 
 

Topics 
 

• Pastoral Housing Allowance 

• Mission of the Month 

• Additional topics 

 
 
Please let Sandra know of any additional topics that need to be on the 
agenda. 
 
Thanks, 
Sandra 
 
 
 
Pick up your copy of the Voter’s Meeting Packet from the table in the 
Narthex.  Be sure to bring it with you to the Voter’s Meeting on May 3rd. 
 
Join us for a Potbless following the Voter’s Meeting.  Bring your favorite 
dish to pass and enjoy a time of fellowship with each other. 

 
 



 

Volunteer Registration 

 
**********Tear or cut this page out and turn it in to Carol Britt.************ 

 

Before VBS, I would like to help by: 
__ Praying __ Preparing craft materials 
__ Helping with Administrative tasks __ Planning decorations 
__ Decorating Classrooms __ Planning publicity 
__ Building sets __ Sewing 
__ Painting banners, backdrops, set 
 

During VBS, I would like to help in one or more of the following areas: 
 Team: __ Leader __ Helper 
 Crafts: __ Leader __ Helper 
 Snacks: __ Leader __ Helper 
 Games: __ Leader __ Helper 
 Music: __ Leader __ Helper 
 Missions: __ Leader __ Helper 
 Nursery: __ Leader __ Helper 
 Teaching: __ Lead Teacher __ Teaching Assistant 
 

 __ Drama  __ Photographer 
 __ Clean-Up Crew __ Sound/AV 
 

Age Level Preference 
__ 0-2 years __ 2-4 years __ 4-6 years 
__ 6-9 years __ 9-12 years __ Wherever needed most 
 

Name ____________________________ Phone ________________________ 
Email ___________________________________________________________ 
Days Available: __ Every Day    __ Certain Days (Please specify) 



Scripture of the Week 

Psalm 66 

For the director of music. A song. A psalm. 

1 Shout for joy to God, all the earth! 
2 

    Sing the glory of his name; 

    make his praise glorious. 
3 Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! 

    So great is your power 

    that your enemies cringe before you. 
4 All the earth bows down to you; 

    they sing praise to you, 

    they sing the praises of your name.”[a] 
5 Come and see what God has done, 

    his awesome deeds for mankind! 
6 He turned the sea into dry land, 

    they passed through the waters on foot— 

    come, let us rejoice in him. 
7 He rules forever by his power, 

    his eyes watch the nations— 

    let not the rebellious rise up against him. 
8 Praise our God, all peoples, 

    let the sound of his praise be heard; 

 

 
 

May 3 “When Jesus returns, all who believe in Him will be raised up from death to live in His 

presence forever. That is the promise of His enduring, steadfast love: ‘I am sure of this, that He 

who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ’ 

(Philippians 1:6). The purpose of God for us will be fulfilled!”  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2066%3A1-8&version=NIV#fen-NIV-14878a

