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SERVING THE LORD 
Sunday, May 24, 2026 

 

Pianist: Marion Stafford   Elder: Bob Britt 
Greeter: Veronica Hiveley   Bulletin: Sandra Jantzi 
Liturgist and Preacher: Pastor Sean McNeil   
 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

SUN (5/24) 9:00 am Worship 
 10:15 am Coffee Hour/Fellowship 
  Bible Study  
WED (5/20) 6:30 pm Mid-Week Worship/HC 
SUN (5/31) 9:00 am Worship/Holy Communion 
 10:15 am Coffee Hour/Fellowship  
 
 
WE WELCOME ALL TO GOD’S HOUSE TODAY – in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
Please take a moment and fill out the “Welcome to Our Worship” pad in the brown folder at 
the end of the pew.  If you are visiting, please sign the guest register book in the narthex.  If 
you do not have a church home, we invite you to return every Sunday at 9:00 am.  
 

LARGEPRINT – copies of today’s service are available in the Narthex. Ask the greeter if you 
would like a copy to follow along with today’s service. 
 

SUNDAY COFFEE HOUR – We invite all to stay for coffee hour and fellowship after worship. 

Our May hostesses are Jane Bourdeau 989-646-2257 and Vicki Huber 989-646-2187.  

Please consider calling and offering to help bring snacks or help with set up/clean up. 
 

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY – Everyone is invited to join Pastor as he teaches us on 

“The Divine Service: Why We Worship the Way we Do”, following Coffee Hour. 
 

 

 

 



Stand 

 

768 To God the Holy Spirit Let Us Pray 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Worship Supplement, 1969, alt.; (st. 1): German, c. 13th cent.; (sts. 2–4): Martin Luther, 1483–1546 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002410 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 



C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 

Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of 

my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Stand 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 68:1, 4a, c, 11a, 33b, 35a; antiphon: Liturgical Text; Psalm 68:3 

The Spirit of the Lord fills the world. Alle- | luia.* 

 The righteous  | shall be glad. 

They shall exult be- | fore God;* 

 they shall be jubilant with joy! Alle- | luia. 

God shall arise, his enemies shall be  | scattered;* 

 and those who hate him shall flee be- | fore him! 

Sing to God, sing praises  | to his name;* 

 exult be- | fore him! 

The Lord  | gives the word;* 
 behold, he sends out his voice, his  | mighty voice. 

Awesome is God from his sanctu- | ary;* 

 the God of Israel—he is the one who gives power and strength to his  | people. 

Glory be to the Father and  | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy  | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 



 is now, and will be forever.  | Amen. 

The Spirit of the Lord fills the world. Alle- | luia.* 

 The righteous  | shall be glad. 

They shall exult be- | fore God;* 

 they shall be jubilant with joy! Alle- | luia. 

 

Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

 
  

P O God, on this day You once taught the hearts of Your faithful people by sending them the 

light of Your Holy Spirit. Grant us in our day by the same Spirit to have a right 

understanding in all things and evermore to rejoice in His holy consolation; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

  

 



Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Genesis 11:1–9 
 1Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. 2And as people migrated from 

the east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. 3And they said to one another, 

“Come, let us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone, and 

bitumen for mortar. 4Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top 

in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the 

whole earth.” 5And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of man 

had built. 6And the LORD said, “Behold, they are one people, and they have all one language, and 

this is only the beginning of what they will do. And nothing that they propose to do will now be 

impossible for them. 7Come, let us go down and there confuse their language, so that they may 

not understand one another’s speech.” 8So the LORD dispersed them from there over the face of 

all the earth, and they left off building the city. 9Therefore its name was called Babel, because 

there the LORD confused the language of all the earth. And from there the LORD dispersed them 

over the face of all the earth. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading Acts 2:1–21 
 1When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 2And suddenly there 

came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they 

were sitting. 3And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them. 
4And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit 

gave them utterance. 

 5Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven. 
6And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because each one was 

hearing them speak in his own language. 7And they were amazed and astonished, saying, “Are 

not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own 

native language? 9Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 

Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging 

to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 11both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—we hear 

them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God.” 12And all were amazed and 

perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13But others mocking said, “They are 

filled with new wine.” 

 14But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea 

and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my words. 15For these 

men are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day. 16But this is what 
was uttered through the prophet Joel: 

17“‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares, 

that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, 

 and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

and your young men shall see visions, 



 and your old men shall dream dreams; 
18even on my male servants and female servants 

 in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy. 
19And I will show wonders in the heavens above 

 and signs on the earth below, 

  blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke; 
20the sun shall be turned to darkness 

 and the moon to blood, 

  before the day of the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day. 
21And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be 

saved.’” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Verse Psalm 104:30; Liturgical Text 

Alleluia. When you send forth your Spirit, they are created, and you renew the face of the 

ground. Alleluia. Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of the faithful, and kindle in them the fire of 

your love. Alleluia. 

 

Holy Gospel John 14:23–31 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter. 

  

 
  

 23Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love 

him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. 24Whoever does not love me does 

not keep my words. And the word that you hear is not mine but the Father’s who sent me. 
 25“These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. 26But the Helper, the Holy 

Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your 

remembrance all that I have said to you. 27Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as 

the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. 28You 

heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I will come to you.’ If you loved me, you would 



have rejoiced, because I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. 29And now I have 

told you before it takes place, so that when it does take place you may believe. 30I will no longer 

talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming. He has no claim on me, 31but I do as the 

Father has commanded me, so that the world may know that I love the Father. Rise, let us go 

from here.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 



     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

498 Come, Holy Ghost, Creator Blest 

 

 

 
 

5 Drive far away our wily foe, 

And Your abiding peace bestow; 

With You as our protecting guide, 

No evil can with us abide. 

 

6 Teach us to know the Father, Son, 

And You, from both, as Three in One 

That we Your name may ever bless 

And in our lives the truth confess. 

 

D 7 Praise we the Father and the Son 

And Holy Spirit, with them One, 

And may the Son on us bestow 

The gifts that from the Spirit flow! 
Text: attr. Rabanus Maurus, 776–856; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt. 
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1533, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



Sermon 
 

Stand 

 

Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Sit 

 

Offering 
 

Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 
Christian Questions with Their Answers 

After confession and instruction in the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and 

the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, the pastor may ask, or Christians may ask 

themselves these questions: 

  

1. Do you believe that you are a sinner? 

Yes, I believe it. I am a sinner. 

  

2. How do you know this? 

From the Ten Commandments, which I have not kept. 



 3. Are you sorry for your sins? 

Yes, I am sorry that I have sinned against God. 

  

4. What have you deserved from God because of your sins? 

His wrath and displeasure, temporal death, and eternal damnation. See Romans 6:21, 23. 

  

5. Do you hope to be saved? 

Yes, that is my hope. 

  

6. In whom then do you trust? 

In my dear Lord Jesus Christ. 

  

7. Who is Christ? 

The Son of God, true God and man. 

  

8. How many Gods are there? 

Only one, but there are three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

  

9. What has Christ done for you that you trust in Him? 

He died for me and shed His blood for me on the cross for the forgiveness of sins. 

  

10. Did the Father also die for you? 

He did not. The Father is God only, as is the Holy Spirit; but the Son is both true God and 

true man. He died for me and shed His blood for me. 

  

11. How do you know this? 

From the Holy Gospel, from the words instituting the Sacrament, and by His body and 

blood given me as a pledge in the Sacrament. 

  

12. What are the Words of Institution? 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, 

which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the 

cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, 

all of you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

  

13. Do you believe, then, that the true body and blood of Christ are in the Sacrament? 

Yes, I believe it. 

  

14. What convinces you to believe this? 

The word of Christ: Take, eat, this is My body; drink of it, all of you, this is My blood. 

  



15. What should we do when we eat His body and drink His blood, and in this way receive His 
pledge? 

We should remember and proclaim His death and the shedding of His blood, as He taught 

us: This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me. 

  

16. Why should we remember and proclaim His death? 

First, so we may learn to believe that no creature could make satisfaction for our sins. Only 

Christ, true God and man, could do that. Second, so we may learn to be horrified by our 

sins, and to regard them as very serious. Third, so we may find joy and comfort in Christ 

alone, and through faith in Him be saved. 

  

17. What motivated Christ to die and make full payment for your sins? 

His great love for His Father and for me and other sinners, as it is written in John 14; 

Romans 5; Galatians 2; and Ephesians 5. 

  

18. Finally, why do you wish to go to the Sacrament? 

That I may learn to believe that Christ, out of great love, died for my sin, and also learn 

from Him to love God and my neighbor. 

  

19. What should admonish and encourage a Christian to receive the Sacrament frequently? 

First, both the command and the promise of Christ the Lord. Second, his own pressing 

need, because of which the command, encouragement, and promise are given. 

  

20. But what should you do if you are not aware of this need and have no hunger and thirst for 

the Sacrament? 

To such a person no better advice can be given than this: first, he should touch his body to 

see if he still has flesh and blood. Then he should believe what the Scriptures say of it in 

Galatians 5 and Romans 7. Second, he should look around to see whether he is still in the 

world, and remember that there will be no lack of sin and trouble, as the Scriptures say in 

John 15–16 and in 1 John 2 and 5. Third, he will certainly have the devil also around him, 

who with his lying and murdering day and night will let him have no peace, within or 

without, as the Scriptures picture him in John 8 and 16; 1 Peter 5; Ephesians 6; and 2 

Timothy 2. 

 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
Communion practice: On the basis of God’s Holy Word, St. John Lutheran Church 
practices the Biblical and confessional practice of closed communion as an opportunity 

to give joyful witness to our unity in the Christian faith.  Guests joining us and holding 

membership in one of our sister LCMS congregations are invited to join in the 
reception of this great gift.  When visiting, please take time to introduce yourself to 

Pastor McNeil or an elder before the Divine Service 
 



Preface LSB 194 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

ascended above the heavens and, sitting at Your right hand, poured out on this day the 

promised Holy Spirit on His chosen disciples. For all this the whole earth rejoices with 

exceeding joy. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 

laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 195 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 
P Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

C For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave 

it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

 
  



 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
Sit 

 

Distribution 
 

500 Creator Spirit, by Whose Aid 
825 Rise, Shine, You People 
913 O Holy Spirit, Enter In 
497 Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord 

 
Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

 
  



 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 

 
  

 
 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 

and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 



toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

 
  

 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

 
  

 
 

Benediction LSB 202 

 

 

 
  



 
 

 
 
650 Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Timothy Rees, 1874–1939, alt. 
Tune: Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse . . . Contredansen, c. 1710, Amsterdam 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

Pray for our members with health concerns:  
Devin Ruse Marcia Twarog Walker Byard  
Doris Braman Tammy Younger Sharon Whyte 
Sandy Metzger     Jerry Thomas  Adalyn Osborn 
Perry Tremble  Rich Schnell  Ken Bender 
 

Pray for friends and family with health concerns:  
Ella Layton Janice Haas Wendy Dieleman-Reid Karen Olson 
Shannon Reed Debbie Kahihikolo  Tim Robbin Brendan Harrison 
Hunter Sweet Jean Marttila Matthew Mason Kris Hammerbacher 
Paula Switala Brianna Dery              Scott Schell Karen McGuire 
Al Fox Cody Gee Howard Hackerd  Kay Tremble 
Jeri Christie Emmett Lynch Cathy Mueller Joan Behrman 
Greg Norgan Teresa Strehl Matthew Hackerd Kimmie Shillair 
Diane (Joyce Forro’s daughter) Brian Leja Tucker Byard 
 

Pray for safety: 
TSGT Grametbauer, Sean E. – grandson of Gloria Grametbauer, has been placed on 
stand-by to be sent to the Middle East.  He is in the medical division. 
  

Any changes to the prayer list can be emailed to Sandra:   

office@stjohnaugres.com or text 989-310-3652 

 

SHARING - of God’s gifts for May 17 & 20 
  Budget Receipts                      $2,975 
  May’s M.O.M. Orphan Grain Train $115.00 
  Maintenance Fund (memorial for Marvin Jantzi) $10.00 
   

             Attendance for: May 17 -44 
   May 20 -18 
 Needed for Budget in 2026 – $3,461.54 per week 
 

 
       Convenient and secure ONLINE GIVING is available through TITHE.LY  
       giving portal. Scan the QR code to the left or go to our church website  
       at: www.stjohnaugres.org once there, click the link located on the   
       homepage. 



 

This week at St. John 
 

WOMEN OF THE WORD (WOW) – there will be no class held on Monday, May 25th.  
 

WEEKLY WEDNESDAY EVENING SERVICES – A short, spoken Holy Communion service will 

begin at 6:30 pm.  We especially invite you to join us if you cannot attend on Sunday  

Backpack Program Update: The program was kicked off successfully in November and is 
now running smoothly every week serving 24 children. The St. John Ladies volunteer teams 
are packing the bags with materials received from Food Bank shipments delivered to St. 
John every 2 weeks. The Men’s Bible Study group collects the bags every Tuesday. The 
school and the children are very excited about the backpacks. Thank you to all who 
continue to support this ministry with prayer and contributions! 
 

Opportunity to Serve at St. John 
 

VBS TEACHER NEEDED – We need a 5th and 6th grade teacher  

for this year’s VBS, July 6th-10th.  If you are interested and  
able, please contact Carol Britt.  

 
  BLOOD DRIVE COORDINATOR NEEDED – Pastor Cordts and Linda  
  are stepping down from their role as coordinators.  They are  
looking for one or more  persons to fill this role.  If you are interested, please speak with 
Pastor McNeil.  Details on what this role involves are available in the church office.   
 

Mark Your Calendar 

FUNERAL CLASS – will be held by Pastor McNeil on June 19th at 6:30 pm. Sign up on the 

sheet by the doors in the Narthex. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2026 – “Tropical Trek: Jesus Comes to Seek and Save.”  July 6th – 

10th from 6-8pm. Registration forms are on the table in the Narthex.  Consider who you can 

invite to come. 

 



Mission Opportunities 
 

MAY MISSION OF THE MONTH – is for Orphan Grain Train.  God has enabled our Michigan 
branch to be a significant part of the Christian humanitarian response in which not only 
material goods, but the Gospel is widely shared. For more information check out their 
website:  https://www.ogt.org 
 
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD –  Each year Samaritan’s Purse hand out thousands of shoes 
boxes, filled with goodies, to bring hope to children in war torn and poverty stricken 
countries around the world.  You are invited to join us as we collect items to fill shoeboxes 
right here at St. John.  See the enclosed insert for guildlines as you shop. A copy of the 
guildelines is also posted on the bulletin board near the mailboxes.  If you have further 
questions, contact Pat Metzger or Laura Daly. Items can be placed in the tote located in the 
Fellowship Hall. 
 
AU GRES CHRISTIAN CHARITIES FOOD PANTRY NEEDS – hygiene items (including sample 
sizes), Peanut butter, and boxed cereal.  Items can be placed in the grocery cart in the 
fellowship hall.   
 
PENNIES FOR THE SEMINARY – We are collecting pennies to send to the seminary, helping 
to equip future pastors.  You may drop your donation in the wood box near the doors in 
the fellowship hall.  “So, let each one give as he purposes in his heart” 
(2 Corinthians 9:7).  
 
THE CLOSET EXCHANGE – is grateful for all who have come to assist in the renovations and 

move to the St. Paul Church building.  If you are interested in finding out how you can 

continue to be of help, contact the via email or call:  ittakesavillagearenac@gmail.com    

989-820-5122 

 

Community Activities 

Life Choices Resource Center – our Mission of the Month for July 2026, is hosting a Walk 

for Life, 5K Walk/Run on May 30th.  If you are interested in participating in this fund raiser, 

see the flier on the bulletin board in the MPR.  There is a QR code to scan for registration. 

 



Scripture of the Week 

Psalm 143 

1 LORD, hear my prayer, 

    listen to my cry for mercy; 

in your faithfulness and righteousness 

    come to my relief. 
2 Do not bring your servant into judgment, 

    for no one living is righteous before you. 
3 The enemy pursues me, 

    he crushes me to the ground; 

he makes me dwell in the darkness 

    like those long dead. 
4 So my spirit grows faint within me; 

    my heart within me is dismayed. 
5 I remember the days of long ago; 

    I meditate on all your works 

    and consider what your hands have done. 
6 I spread out my hands to you; 

    I thirst for you like a parched land.[  
7 Answer me quickly, LORD; 

    my spirit fails. 

Do not hide your face from me 

    or I will be like those who go down to the pit. 

 

 

May 24 “In grief, the world often feels empty. The absence of loved ones weighs heavily, 

leaving our days feeling hollow and incomplete without their presence. And yet, Scripture tells 

us that in these moments of deep sorrow, God draws near. He does not stand at a distance, 

waiting for us to be strong enough to move on with our life. He comes to us, holds us in our 

brokenness, and carries us when we cannot stand.”  

 

8 Let the morning bring me word of 

your unfailing love, 

    for I have put my trust in you. 

Show me the way I should go, 

    for to you I entrust my life. 
9 Rescue me from my enemies, LORD, 

    for I hide myself in you. 
10 Teach me to do your will, 

    for you are my God; 

may your good Spirit 

    lead me on level ground. 
11 For your name’s sake, LORD, 

preserve my life; 

    in your righteousness, bring me 

out of trouble. 
12 In your unfailing love, silence my 

enemies; 

    destroy all my foes, 

    for I am your servant. 

 


