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(Hear O Lord) 

 

 
Sunday Worship– 9:00 am 
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St. John Lutheran Church 
P.O. Box 763, 206 N Court St; Au Gres, MI 48703 

 
 

SERVING THE LORD 
Sunday, May 17, 2026 

 

SOS: Diana Pendred   Elder: Denny Klein 
Greeter: Paulette Paradise   Usher: Duane Pendred  
Altar Care: Sharon VanLandeghem   Bulletin: Sandra Jantzi 
Liturgist and Preacher: Pastor Sean McNeil   
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

SUN (5/17) 9:00 am Worship/Holy Communion 
 10:15 am Coffee Hour/Fellowship  
MON (5/18) 10:00 am Women of the Word Bible Study 
TUE (5/19) 1:00 pm Ladies Aid Meeting 
WED (5/20) 6:30 pm Mid-Week Worship/HC 
THR (5/21) 10:00 am Quilting 
 6:00 pm Elder’s Meeting 
 7:00 pm Council Meeting 
SUN (5/24) 9:00 am Worship 
 10:15 am Coffee Hour/Fellowship 
  Bible Study 
 
WE WELCOME ALL TO GOD’S HOUSE TODAY – in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
Please take a moment and fill out the “Welcome to Our Worship” pad in the brown folder at 
the end of the pew.  If you are visiting, please sign the guest register book in the narthex.  If 
you do not have a church home, we invite you to return every Sunday at 9:00 am.  
 

LARGEPRINT – copies of today’s service are available in the Narthex. Ask the greeter if you 
would like a copy to follow along with today’s service. 
 

SUNDAY COFFEE HOUR – We invite all to stay for coffee hour and fellowship after worship. 

Our May hostesses are Jane Bourdeau 989-646-2257 and Vicki Huber 989-646-2187.  

Please consider calling and offering to help bring snacks or help with set up/clean up. 
 

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY – Everyone is invited to join Pastor as he teaches us on 

“The Divine Service: Why We Worship the Way we Do”, following Coffee Hour. 



Stand 
 

842 Son of God, Eternal Savior 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Somerset T. C. Lowry, 1855–1932, alt. 

Tune: Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse . . . Contredansen, c. 1710, Amsterdam 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Confession and Absolution 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 



P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 

Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of 

my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Stand 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 27:1, 11a, 12; antiphon: vv. 7a, 8b, 9a 

 

Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud. Alle- | luia.* 

 Your face, LORD, do I seek; hide not your face from me. Alle- | luia. 

The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom  | shall I fear?* 

 The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I  | be afraid? 
Teach me your way,  | O LORD;* 

 give me not up to the will of my adver- | saries; 

for false witnesses have risen a- | gainst me,* 

 and they breathe out  | violence. 

Glory be to the Father and  | to the Son* 



 and to the Holy  | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever.  | Amen. 

Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud. Alle- | luia.* 

 Your face, LORD, do I seek; hide not your face from me. Alle- | luia. 

 

Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 

This Is the Feast LSB 155 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

 
  

P O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all heavens, leave us not 

without consolation but send us the Spirit of truth whom You promised from the Father; for 

You live and reign with Him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 36:22–28 
 22“Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord GOD: It is not for your sake, O 

house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake of my holy name, which you have 

profaned among the nations to which you came. 23And I will vindicate the holiness of my great 
name, which has been profaned among the nations, and which you have profaned among them. 

And the nations will know that I am the LORD, declares the Lord GOD, when through you I 

vindicate my holiness before their eyes. 24I will take you from the nations and gather you from all 

the countries and bring you into your own land. 25I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you 

shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. 26And I 



will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of 

stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27And I will put my Spirit within you, and 

cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my just decrees. 28You shall dwell in the 

land that I gave to your fathers, and you shall be my people, and I will be your God.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle 1 Peter 4:7–11 
 7The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded for the sake of 

your prayers. 8Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins. 
9Show hospitality to one another without grumbling. 10As each has received a gift, use it to serve 

one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace: 11whoever speaks, as one who speaks 

oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in order 

that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion 

forever and ever. Amen. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Verse Psalm 47:8; John 14:18a, 28; 16:22b 

Alleluia. God reigns over the nations; God sits on his holy throne. Alleluia. I will not leave you 

as orphans; I am going away, and I will come to you, and your hearts will rejoice. Alleluia. 

 

 

Holy Gospel John 15:26—16:4 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter. 

  

 
  



 26[Jesus said:] “When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of 

truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me. 27And you also will bear 

witness, because you have been with me from the beginning. 

 1“I have said all these things to you to keep you from falling away. 2They will put you out of 

the synagogues. Indeed, the hour is coming when whoever kills you will think he is offering 

service to God. 3And they will do these things because they have not known the Father, nor me. 
4But I have said these things to you, that when their hour comes you may remember that I told 

them to you. 

 “I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 



     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

539 Christ Is the World’s Redeemer 

 

 

 

 
Text: attr. Columba, 521–597; tr. Duncan MacGregor, 1854–1923, alt. 
Tune: Irish 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Stand 

 



Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 

Offering 
 

Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
Communion practice: On the basis of God’s Holy Word, St. John Lutheran Church 

practices the Biblical and confessional practice of closed communion as an opportunity 
to give joyful witness to our unity in the Christian faith.  Guests joining us and holding 

membership in one of our sister LCMS congregations are invited to join in the 

reception of this great gift.  When visiting, please take time to introduce yourself to 
Pastor McNeil or an elder before the Divine Service 

 

Preface LSB 194 

 



 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who after 

His resurrection appeared openly to all His disciples and in their sight was taken up into 

heaven that He might make us partakers of His divine life. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 195 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 
P Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

C For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave 

it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

 
  

 
 



Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Sit 

 
Distribution 
 
784 Take My Life and Let It Be 
634 The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord 
619 Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior 
631 Here, O My Lord, I See Thee Face to Face 

 
Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

 
  

 
  



 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  
 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 

 
  

 
 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 

and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  



 
 

 
  

 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

 
  

 
 

Benediction LSB 202 

 

 

 
  

 
 



706 Love in Christ Is Strong and Living 

 

 

 
Text: Dorothy R. Schultz, 1934 
Tune: Ralph C. Schultz, 1932–2024 
Text and tune: © 1979 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002410 

 

 

 

 

 

Who Am I? 
 

1. _____ I was asked to take off my shoes because  I was  A- Joseph 

         standing on holy ground before God?   B - Samson 

2. _____ I built the first temple in Jerusalem   C - Moses 

3. _____ I lost my strength when my wife cut my hair  D - Deborah 

4. _____ I was turned into a pillar of salt    E - Bathsheba 

5. _____ I was thrown into a lion’s den    F - Zaccheaus 

6. _____ I was sold into slavery     G - Solomon 

7. _____ I was the only woman judge    H - Lot’s Wife 

8. _____ I was a tax collector who climbed a tree to see Jesus I  - Daniel 

               J – Mary Magdalene 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

1-C; 2-G; 3-B; 4-H; 5-I; 6-A; 7-D; 8-F 



  

  

 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

Pray for our members with health concerns:  
Devin Ruse Marcia Twarog Walker Byard  
Doris Braman Tammy Younger Sharon Whyte 
Sandy Metzger     Jerry Thomas  Adalyn Osborn 
Perry Tremble  Rich Schnell  Ken Bender 
 

Pray for friends with health concerns:  
Ella Layton Janice Haas Wendy Dieleman-Reid Karen Olson 
Shannon Reed Debbie Kahihikolo  Tim Robbin Brendan Harrison 
Hunter Sweet Jean Marttila Matthew Mason Kris Hammerbacher 
Paula Switala Brianna Dery              Scott Schell Karen McGuire 
Al Fox Cody Gee Howard Hackerd  Kay Tremble 
Jeri Christie Emmett Lynch Cathy Mueller Joan Behrman 
Greg Norgan Teresa Strehl Matthew Hackerd Mike Shillair 
Diane (Joyce Forro’s daughter) Brian Leja 
 

Pray for safety: 
TSGT Grametbauer, Sean E. – grandson of Gloria Grametbauer, has been placed on 
stand-by to be sent to the Middle East.  He is in the medical division. 
  

Any changes to the prayer list can be emailed to Sandra:   

office@stjohnaugres.com or text 989-310-3652 

 

SHARING - of God’s gifts for May 6 and 10 
  Budget Receipts                      $2,672.00 
  May’s M.O.M. Orphan Grain Train $225.00 
  Backpack Program $10.00 
   

             Attendance for: May 6 – 15 
   May 10 – 67 
 Needed for Budget in 2026 – $3,461.54 per week 
 

 
       Convenient and secure ONLINE GIVING is available through TITHE.LY  
       giving portal. Scan the QR code to the left or go to our church website  
       at: www.stjohnaugres.org once there, click the link located on the   
       homepage. 



This week at St. John 
 

WOMEN OF THE WORD (WOW) – all women are invited to join us Monday at 10:00 am as 
we study God’s Word together.  We will be continuing a study of “The Way of Sorrows”. 
 

LADIES AID MEETING – All ladies are invited to join us on Tuesday at 1pm.  Our hostesses 
for May are Jane Bourdeau & Cheryl Appold. 
 

WEEKLY WEDNESDAY EVENING SERVICES – A short, spoken Holy Communion service will 

begin at 6:30 pm.  We especially invite you to join us if you cannot attend on Sunday  

QUILTING FOR CHARITY – will be held on Thursday, beginning at 10:00 am.  No experience 
is necessary; we will teach you!  Come when you can and leave when you must. We are 
always in need of cotton flannel sheets for the back of baby quilts.  Please put any 
donations in the quilting room. 
 

ELDER’S MEETING & CHURCH COUNCIL – will be held Thursday at 6:00 and 7:00 pm 
respectively.  All members are invited to share their ideas and/or concerns. 
 

Backpack Program Update: The program was kicked off successfully in November and is 
now running smoothly every week serving 24 children. The St. John Ladies volunteer teams 
are packing the bags with materials received from Food Bank shipments delivered to St. 
John every 2 weeks. The Men’s Bible Study group collects the bags every Tuesday. The 
school and the children are very excited about the backpacks. Thank you to all who 
continue to support this ministry with prayer and contributions! 
 

Opportunity to Serve at St. John 
 

VBS TEACHER NEEDED – We need a 5th and 6th grade teacher  

for this year’s VBS, July 6th-10th.  If you are interested and  
able, please contact Carol Britt.  

 
  BLOOD DRIVE COORDINATOR NEEDED – Pastor Cordts and Linda  
  are stepping down from their role as coordinators.  They are  
looking for one or more  persons to fill this role.  If you are interested, please speak with 
Pastor McNeil.  Details on what this role involves are available in the church office.   
 



Mark Your Calendar 

FUNERAL CLASS – will be held by Pastor McNeil on June 19th at 6:30 pm. Sign up on the 

sheet by the doors in the Narthex. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2026 – “Tropical Trek: Jesus Comes to Seek and Save.”  July 6th – 

10th from 6-8pm. Registration forms are on the table in the Narthex.  Consider who you can 

invite to come. 

Mission Opportunities 
 

MAY MISSION OF THE MONTH – is for Orphan Grain Train.  God has enabled our Michigan 
branch to be a significant part of the Christian humanitarian response in which not only 
material goods, but the Gospel is widely shared. For more information check out their 
website:  https://www.ogt.org 
 
AU GRES CHRISTIAN CHARITIES FOOD PANTRY NEEDS – hygiene items (including sample 
sizes) and boxed cereal are always needed.  Items can be placed in the grocery cart in the 
fellowship hall.   
 
PENNIES FOR THE SEMINARY – We are collecting pennies to send to the seminary, helping 
to equip future pastors.  You may drop your donation in the wood box near the doors in 
the fellowship hall.  “So, let each one give as he purposes in his heart” 
(2 Corinthians 9:7).  
 
THE CLOSET EXCHANGE – is grateful for all who have come to assist in the renovations and 

move to the St. Paul Church building.  If you are interested in finding out how you can 

continue to be of help, contact the via email or call:  ittakesavillagearenac@gmail.com    

989-820-5122 

 

Community Activities 

Life Choices Resource Center – our Mission of the Month for July 2026, is hosting a Walk 

for Life, 5K Walk/Run on May 30th.  If you are interested in participating in this fund raiser, 

see the flier on the bulletin board in the MPR.  There is a QR code to scan for registration. 



Scripture of the Week 

Psalm 51 

1 Have mercy on me, O God, 

    according to your unfailing love; 

according to your great compassion 

    blot out my transgressions. 
2 Wash away all my iniquity 

    and cleanse me from my sin. 
3 For I know my transgressions, 

    and my sin is always before me. 
4 Against you, you only, have I sinned 

    and done what is evil in your sight; 

so you are right in your verdict 

    and justified when you judge. 
5 Surely I was sinful at birth, 

    sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 
6 Yet you desired faithfulness even in the womb; 

    you taught me wisdom in that secret place. 
7 Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; 

    wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 
8 Let me hear joy and gladness; 

    let the bones you have crushed rejoice. 
9 Hide your face from my sins 

    and blot out all my iniquity. 
10 Create in me a pure heart, O God, 

    and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
11 Do not cast me from your presence 

    or take your Holy Spirit from me. 
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation 

    and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 

 

May 17 “We are no longer terrified sinners but God’s own children because of what 

Jesus has done for us. And so, the Day of Judgment becomes good news for us—

because it is the day when the One we love most returns to bring us home in peace.”  
 


