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St. John Lutheran Church 
P.O. Box 763, 206 N Court St; Au Gres, MI 48703 

 
 

SERVING THE LORD 
Sunday, May 10, 2026 

 

Pianist: Marion Stafford   Elder: Denny Klein 
Greeter: Roxanne Klein   Usher: Charlie Appold  
Altar Care: Cheryl Appold   Bulletin: Sandra Jantzi 
Liturgist and Preacher: Pastor Sean McNeil   
 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

SUN (5/10) 9:00 am Worship/Holy Communion 
 10:15 am Coffee Hour/Fellowship 
  Blood Pressure Clinic 
  Bible Study 
MON (5/11) 10:00 am Women of the Word Bible Study 
WED (5/13) 6:30 pm Mid-Week Worship/HC 
FRI (5/15) 1:00 pm Ladies Card Party 
SUN (5/17) 9:00 am Worship/Holy Communion 
 10:15 am Coffee Hour/Fellowship 
 
  

WE WELCOME ALL TO GOD’S HOUSE TODAY – in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
Please take a moment and fill out the “Welcome to Our Worship” pad in the brown folder at 
the end of the pew.  If you are visiting, please sign the guest register book in the narthex.  If 
you do not have a church home, we invite you to return every Sunday at 9:00 am.  
 

LARGEPRINT – copies of today’s service are available in the Narthex. Ask the greeter if you 
would like a copy to follow along with today’s service. 
 

BLOOD PRESSURE CLINIC – is the second Sunday of the month, (today) after worship.  This 
FREE service is provided by our parish nurse, Kim Easterle, as well as Charlie Appold.    
 

ALTAR FLOWERS – are placed today by the St. John Ladies Aid, in honor of all mothers, 
whether by blood or adoption.  Thank you for demonstrating God’s love. 
 
 



Stand 

 
696 O God, My Faithful God 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Let me depart this life  6 And on that final day 

    Confiding in my Savior;      When all the dead are waking, 

By grace receive my soul   Stretch out Your mighty hand, 

    That it may live forever;      My deathly slumber breaking. 

And let my body have   Then let me hear Your voice, 

    A quiet resting place       Redeem this earthly frame, 

Within a Christian grave;   And bid me to rejoice 

    And let it sleep in peace.       With those who love Your name. 

 
Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Neu-vermehrtes . . . Gesangbuch, 1693, 3rd ed., Meiningen 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 



Confession and Absolution 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 

Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of 

my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Stand 

Service of the Word 
Introit 

 Psalm 66:1–2a, 17, 19–20; antiphon: Isaiah 48:20b 

[With a voice of singing,] declare this with a shout of joy to the end of the earth. Alle- | luia.* 

 The LORD has redeemed his servant Jacob! Alle- | luia. 



Shout for joy to God, | all the earth;* 

 sing the glory | of his name. 

I cried to him | with my mouth,* 

 and high praise was | on my tongue. 

But truly God has | listened;* 

 he has attended to the voice | of my prayer. 

Blessèd | be God,* 

 because he has not rejected my prayer or removed his steadfast | love from me! 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

[With a voice of singing,] declare this with a shout of joy to the end of the earth. Alle- | luia.* 

 The LORD has redeemed his servant Jacob! Alle- | luia. 

 

Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

  

P Let us pray. 

O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration grant that we may think those 

things that are right and by Your merciful guiding accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

 
Sit 



Old Testament Reading Numbers 21:4–9 
 4From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom. And 

the people became impatient on the way. 5And the people spoke against God and against Moses, 

“Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no 

water, and we loathe this worthless food.” 6Then the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, 

and they bit the people, so that many people of Israel died. 7And the people came to Moses and 

said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD and against you. Pray to the LORD, 

that he take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8And the LORD said to 

Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, 

shall live.” 9So Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he 

would look at the bronze serpent and live. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle James 1:22–27 
 22But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23For if anyone is a 

hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a 

mirror. 24For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. 25But the 

one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who 

forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing. 

 26If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his heart, this 

person’s religion is worthless. 27Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is 

this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 
Verse Liturgical Text; John 16:28 

Alleluia. Christ, who has redeemed us with his blood, is risen and has appeared unto us. Alleluia. 

I came from the Father and have come into the world, and now I am leaving the world and going 

to the Father. Alleluia. 

 



Holy Gospel John 16:23–33 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixteenth chapter. 
  

   

 23[Jesus said:] “In that day you will ask nothing of me. Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever you ask 

of the Father in my name, he will give it to you. 24Until now you have asked nothing in my name. 

Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full. 

 25“I have said these things to you in figures of speech. The hour is coming when I will no longer 

speak to you in figures of speech but will tell you plainly about the Father. 26In that day you will ask 

in my name, and I do not say to you that I will ask the Father on your behalf; 27for the Father himself 

loves you, because you have loved me and have believed that I came from God. 28I came from the 

Father and have come into the world, and now I am leaving the world and going to the Father.” 

 29His disciples said, “Ah, now you are speaking plainly and not using figurative speech! 30Now we 

know that you know all things and do not need anyone to question you; this is why we believe that 

you came from God.” 31Jesus answered them, “Do you now believe? 32Behold, the hour is coming, 

indeed it has come, when you will be scattered, each to his own home, and will leave me alone. Yet I 

am not alone, for the Father is with me. 33I have said these things to you, that in me you may have 

peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 



     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

773 Hear Us, Father, When We Pray 

 

 

 

 



Sermon 
 

Stand 

 

Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Sit 

 

Offering 
 

Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

L O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

L O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

L O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

L O Christ, 

C hear us. 

L God the Father in heaven, 

C have mercy. 



L God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 

C have mercy. 

L God the Holy Spirit, 

C have mercy. 

L Be gracious to us. 

C Spare us, good Lord. 

L Be gracious to us. 

C Help us, good Lord. 

  

L From all sin, from all error, from all evil; 

From the crafts and assaults of the devil; from sudden and evil death; 

From pestilence and famine; from war and bloodshed; from sedition and from rebellion; 

From lightning and tempest; from all calamity by fire and water; and from everlasting death: 

C Good Lord, deliver us. 

L By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity; 

By Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and bloody sweat; by Your cross 

and passion; by Your precious death and burial; 

By Your glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the 

Comforter: 

C Help us, good Lord. 

L In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of death; and in the 

day of judgment: 

C Help us, good Lord. 

L We poor sinners implore You 

C to hear us, O Lord. 

L To rule and govern Your holy Christian Church; to preserve all pastors and ministers of 

Your Church in the true knowledge and understanding of Your wholesome Word and to 

sustain them in holy living; 

To put an end to all schisms and causes of offense; to bring into the way of truth all who 

have erred and are deceived; 

To beat down Satan under our feet; to send faithful laborers into Your harvest; and to 

accompany Your Word with Your grace and Spirit: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

L To raise those who fall and to strengthen those who stand; and to comfort and help the 

weakhearted and the distressed: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

L To give to all peoples concord and peace; to preserve our land from discord and strife; to 

give our country Your protection in every time of need; 

To direct and defend our [president/queen/king] and all in authority; to bless and protect our 

magistrates and all our people; 

To watch over and help all who are in danger, necessity, and tribulation; to protect and 

guide all who travel; 



To grant all women with child, and all mothers with infant children, increasing happiness in 

their blessings; to defend all orphans and widows and provide for them; 

To strengthen and keep all sick persons and young children; to free those in bondage; and to 

have mercy on us all: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

L To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers and to turn their hearts; to give and 

preserve for our use the kindly fruits of the earth; and graciously to hear our prayers: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

L Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

C we implore You to hear us. 

  

L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 

L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 

L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C grant us Your peace. 

  

L O Christ, 

C hear us. 

L O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

L O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

L O Lord, 

C have mercy. Amen. 

 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Communion practice: On the basis of God’s Holy Word, St. John Lutheran Church 

practices the Biblical and confessional practice of closed communion as an opportunity 
to give joyful witness to our unity in the Christian faith.  Guests joining us and holding 

membership in one of our sister LCMS congregations are invited to join in the 

reception of this great gift.  When visiting, please take time to introduce yourself to 
Pastor McNeil or an elder before the Divine Service 

 

Preface LSB 194 

 



 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we bound to 

praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very 

Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He 

has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting life. Therefore 

with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with 

angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 

glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 195 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 
P Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

C For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave 

it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

 
  

 
 



Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
Sit 

 

Distribution 
 

625 Lord Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Bread 
350 Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come 
781 We Give Thee But Thine Own 
663 Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray 

 
Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

 
  

 
  



 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 

 
  

 
 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 

and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 

toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  



 
 

 
  

 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

 
  

 
 

Benediction LSB 202 

 

 

 
  

 
 

 



719 I Leave All Things to God’s Direction 

 

 

 

 
Text: Salomo Franck, 1659–1725; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Tune: Georg Neumark, 1621–81 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Today at St. John 
 

SUNDAY COFFEE HOUR – We invite all to stay for coffee hour and fellowship after worship. 

Our May hostesses are Jane Bourdeau 989-646-2257 and Vicki Huber 989-646-2187.  

Please consider calling and offering to help bring snacks or help with set up/clean up. 

 
 
 



  

  

 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
Pray for our members with health concerns:  
Devin Ruse Marcia Twarog Walker Byard  
Doris Braman Tammy Younger Sharon Whyte 
Sandy Metzger     Jerry Thomas  Adalyn Osborn 
Perry Tremble  Rich Schnell  Ken Bender 
 

Pray for friends with health concerns:  
Ella Layton Janice Haas Wendy Dieleman-Reid Karen Olson 
Shannon Reed Debbie Kahihikolo  Tim Robbin Brendan Harrison 
Hunter Sweet Jean Marttila Matthew Mason Kris Hammerbacher 
Paula Switala Brianna Dery              Scott Schell Karen McGuire 
Al Fox Cody Gee Howard Hackerd  Kay Tremble 
Jeri Christie Emmett Lynch Cathy Mueller Joan Behrman 
Greg Norgan Teresa Strehl Matthew Hackerd Mike Shillair 
Diane (Joyce Forro’s daughter) Brian Leja 
 

Pray for safety: 
TSGT Grametbauer, Sean E. – grandson of Gloria Grametbauer, stationed in the Middle 
East for 6 months, in the medical division. 
  

Any changes to the prayer list can be emailed to Sandra:   

office@stjohnaugres.com or text 989-310-3652 

 

 
SHARING - of God’s gifts for April 26 and 29 
  Budget Receipts                      $3,988 
  Bible Study books $26.00 
   

             Attendance for: May 3 - 62 

 Needed for Budget in 2026 – $3,461.54per week 
 

 
       Convenient and secure ONLINE GIVING is available through TITHE.LY  
       giving portal. Scan the QR code to the left or go to our church website  
       at: www.stjohnaugres.org once there, click the link located on the   
       homepage. 
 



This week at St. John 
WOMEN OF THE WORD (WOW) – all women are invited to join us Monday at 10:00 am as 
we study God’s Word together.  We will be continuing a study of “The Way of Sorrows”. 
 
WEEKLY WEDNESDAY EVENING SERVICES – A short, spoken Holy Communion service will 

begin at 6:30 pm.  We especially invite you to join us if you cannot attend on Sunday  

LADIES CARD PARTY – all ladies are invited from 1-4pm on Friday, May 15, for various card 
games in the multipurpose room.  Enjoy a fun afternoon out with your sisters in Christ for a 
little competition, fellowship and snacks. 
 
LIKE AND SUBSCRIBE! – did you know that our services are often recorded and posted on 
YouTube?  By subscribing to our channel, you make us more visible, and it helps spread the 
Word of God.  Although not the same as attending in person, it is a way to stay connected 
when you are traveling out of town.  Our channel is: @stjohnsaugres8759  
 

     READ ME! 

 

OFFERING ENVELOPES – with a desire to be good stewards of the monetary gifts given to  

St. John, the office is evaluating how we are using funds designated for office use.  One 

thing we have noticed is the number of offering envelopes being disposed of yearly.  We are 

looking at purchasing less for 2027.  This will mean that some of you will be issued a 

number different from what you are currently using.  Please consider the following 

questions and let the office know your thoughts. 

• Do you throw away the box of envelopes given to you each year, because you give 

another way? 

• Would it be a hardship for you to be assigned a different number from what you 

have been using? 

• Would you consider receiving your annual statement electronically? 

• Do you use the Mission of the Month envelope attached to the newsletter, or would 

you be willing to pick one up from the table in the Narthex instead? 

 

 



Mark Your Calendar 

CHRIST 4 KIDS – will be held on Saturday, May 9th from 1-3 pm  Invite your friend and 

neighbors! 

 FUNERAL CLASS – will be held by Pastor McNeil on June 19th at 6:30 pm. Sign up on the 

sheet by the doors in the Narthex. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2026 – “Tropical Trek: Jesus Comes to Seek and Save.”  July 6th – 

10th from 6-8pm. Registration forms are on the table in the Narthex.  Consider who you can 

invite to come. 

Mission Opportunities 
 

MAY MISSION OF THE MONTH – is for Orphan Grain Train.  God has enabled our Michigan 
branch to be a significant part of the Christian humanitarian response in which not only 
material goods, but the Gospel is widely shared. For more information check out their 
website:  https://www.ogt.org 
 
AU GRES CHRISTIAN CHARITIES FOOD PANTRY NEEDS – hygiene items (including sample 
sizes) and boxed cereal are always needed.  Items can be placed in the grocery cart in the 
fellowship hall.   
 
Interested in Reaching Out With Interest? – Phil. 2:4: "Each of you should look not only to 
your own interests, but also to the interests of others." You can help fulfill this passage by 
reaching out with your interest in providing facilities for ministry. Want to find out how 
your investment in Church Extension Fund earns interest but also builds for Christ? For 
more information contact our Congregational Representative, Bob Britt, or call 800-242-
3944.  Current rates are located on the bulletin board in the MPR. 
 
2026 ALTAR FLOWER CALENDAR – is located on the left bulletin board in the multi-purpose 
room.   Sign up as a memorial, to honor someone, etc. and it will be noted in the weekly 
bulletin.  You may get your arrangement from Beyond the Gates, Jean Gates designer, 989-
653-0406, or a florist of your choice.  Checks to be made out to Jean Gates.  Bring your 
flowers in on Saturday/ Sunday morning or have them delivered. 
 
 



FREE ITEMS TO SHARE – Books, booklets, puzzles, etc. are on the table in the multi-purpose 
room.  Help yourself. 
 
CHURCH STORE – Cards are in the display case in the fellowship hall.  Cards, containing 
beautiful Bible verses, are available for many occasions.  Individual cards are (.50) each or 
box ($6).    
 
PENNIES FOR THE SEMINARY – We are collecting pennies to send to the seminary, helping 
to equip future pastors.  You may drop your donation in the wood box near the doors in 
the fellowship hall.  “So, let each one give as he purposes in his heart” 
(2 Corinthians 9:7).  
 
THE CLOSET EXCHANGE – is grateful for all who have come to assist in the renovations and 

move to the St. Paul Church building.  If you are interested in finding out how you can 

continue to be of help, contact the via email or call:  ittakesavillagearenac@gmail.com    

989-820-5122 

CAN TABS – We continue to save can tabs from pop cans, soups, etc.  You may place them 
in the container labeled CAN TABS in the multi-purpose room on the back table.  They are 
donated to St. Jude Children’s Hospital.   
 
 

Community Activities 

Au Gres-Sims High School Band Spring Concert – is at 7:00 pm on Wednesday, May 13th.   

All are invited to come and enjoy an evening of music with refreshments following. 

Life Choices Resource Center – our Mission of the Month for July 2026, is hosting a Walk 

for Life, 5K Walk/Run on May 30th.  If you are interested in participating in this fund raiser, 

see the flier on the bulletin board in the MPR.  There is a QR code to scan for registration. 

 

 

 
 



Scripture of the Week 

Psalm 107 

1 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 

    his love endures forever. 
2 Let the redeemed of the LORD tell their story— 

    those he redeemed from the hand of the foe, 
3 those he gathered from the lands, 

    from east and west, from north and south  
4 Some wandered in desert wastelands, 

    finding no way to a city where they could settle. 
5 They were hungry and thirsty, 

    and their lives ebbed away. 
6 Then they cried out to the LORD in their trouble, 

    and he delivered them from their distress. 
7 He led them by a straight way 

    to a city where they could settle. 
8 Let them give thanks to the LORD for his unfailing love 

    and his wonderful deeds for mankind, 
9 for he satisfies the thirsty 

    and fills the hungry with good things. 

 

 

 
 

May 10 “If you’re a single parent, don’t count yourself out … If you’re widowed or 

divorced, don’t count yourself out. If you’ve never married, don’t count yourself out. 

We sinners are all in this together. We want to see the relevance of faith for our daily 

lives. We hear the religious talk and we humbly ask, ‘How does this apply to me?’ The 

answer is that the glory of Christ’s resurrection is for us all. It continues in the message 

of forgiveness and hope we experience each time we gather together.”  
 


