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ST. JOHN LUTHER AN CHURCH

P.O. Box 763, 206 N Court St; Au Gres, Ml 48703
SERVING THE LORD

Sunday, March 8, 2026
SOS: Linda Byard Elder: Eric Schwiderson
Greeter: Cheryl Appold Usher: Charlie Appold
Altar Care: Pat Metzger Trustee: Duane Pendred
Liturgist and Preacher: Pastor Sean McNeil Bulletin: Sandra Jantzi

This Week at St. John's
SUN (3/8) 9:00am Worship/HC — Third Sunday in Lent
10:15am Blood Pressure Clinic
Coffee Hour/Fellowship
Bible Study in MPR
MON (3/9) 10:00am Women of the Word Bible Study
WED (3/11) 5:15pm Soup Supper
6:30pm Midweek Lent IV Service
SUN (3/15) 9:00am Worship/HC — Second Sunday in Lent
10:15am Coffee Hour/Fellowship
Bible Study in MPR

WE WELCOME ALL TO GOD’S HOUSE TODAY - in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Please take a moment and fill out the “Welcome to Our Worship” pad in the brown
folder at the end of the pew. If you are visiting, please sign the guest register book in the
narthex. If you do not have a church home, we invite you to return every Sunday at 9:00am.

LARGEPRINT — copies of today’s service are available in the Narthex. Ask the greeter if you
would like a copy to follow along with today’s service.

BLOOD PRESSURE CLINIC — is today, after worship. This FREE service is provided by our
parish nurse, Kim Easterle, as well as Charlie Appold.

SUNDAY COFFEE HOUR — We invite all to stay for coffee hour and fellowship after worship in
the fellowship hall. Our March hostess will be Jane Bourdeau (989-646-2257) and Pat
Metzger (989-867-4734) Your help in bringing snacks or facilitating set up/clean up would
be much appreciated. You can sign up in the fellowship hall or call to let them know how
you can assist.




Confession and Absolution
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Text: tr. Benjamin H. Kennedy, 1804-99, alt.; (st. 1): Joachim Magdeburg, c. 1525-after 1587; (sts. 2-3): Harmonia cantionum, 1597, Leipzig
Tune: Claudin de Sermisy, c. 1490-1562
Text and tune: Public domain

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.



In the name of the Father and of the ~}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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(P} Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

(P} If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

=

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive
the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first
consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in
thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father,
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Kneel/Stand

Stand

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life.
Amen.

(P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I« Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit

Psalm 25:1-2, 17-18, 20, antiphon: vv. 15-16

My eyes are ever | toward the LORD,*
for he will pluck my feet out | of the net.
Turn to me and be gra- | cious to me,*
for I am lonely and af- | flicted.
To you, | O LORD,*
I lift | up my soul.
O my God, in you I trust; let me not be | put to shame;*
let not my enemies exult | over me.



Kyrie

The troubles of my heart | are enlarged;*
bring me out of my dis- | tresses.
Consider my affliction and my | trouble,*
and forgive | all my sins.
Oh, guard my soul, and de- | liver me!*
Let me not be put to shame, for I take ref- | uge in you.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
My eyes are ever | toward the LORD,*
for he will pluck my feet out | of the net.
Turn to me and be gra- | cious to me,*
for I am lonely and af- | flicted.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

Sit

(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P] Letus pray.
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray
from Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace
and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 26:1-15

'Tn the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, this word came
from the LORD: 2“Thus says the LORD: Stand in the court of the LORD’s house, and speak to all
the cities of Judah that come to worship in the house of the LORD all the words that I command
you to speak to them; do not hold back a word. 3It may be they will listen, and every one turn
from his evil way, that I may relent of the disaster that I intend to do to them because of their evil
deeds. *You shall say to them, ‘Thus says the LORD: If you will not listen to me, to walk in my
law that I have set before you, *and to listen to the words of my servants the prophets whom I



send to you urgently, though you have not listened, Sthen I will make this house like Shiloh, and I
will make this city a curse for all the nations of the earth.””

"The priests and the prophets and all the people heard Jeremiah speaking these words in the
house of the LORD. 83And when Jeremiah had finished speaking all that the LORD had
commanded him to speak to all the people, then the priests and the prophets and all the people
laid hold of him, saying, “You shall die! “Why have you prophesied in the name of the LORD,
saying, ‘This house shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate, without inhabitant’?”” And
all the people gathered around Jeremiah in the house of the LORD.

1%When the officials of Judah heard these things, they came up from the king’s house to the
house of the LORD and took their seat in the entry of the New Gate of the house of the LORD.
'Then the priests and the prophets said to the officials and to all the people, “This man deserves
the sentence of death, because he has prophesied against this city, as you have heard with your
own ears.”

12Then Jeremiah spoke to all the officials and all the people, saying, “The LORD sent me to
prophesy against this house and this city all the words you have heard. '*Now therefore mend
your ways and your deeds, and obey the voice of the LORD your God, and the LORD will relent of
the disaster that he has pronounced against you. “But as for me, behold, I am in your hands. Do
with me as seems good and right to you. 1*Only know for certain that if you put me to death, you
will bring innocent blood upon yourselves and upon this city and its inhabitants, for in truth the
LORD sent me to you to speak all these words in your ears.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Psalm 9:19, 3

Arise, O LORD! Let not | man prevail;*
let the nations be judged be- | fore you!
When my enemies | turn back,*
they stumble and perish before your | presence.

Epistle Ephesians 5:1-9

ITherefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2And walk in love, as Christ loved us and
gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.

3But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not even be named among you,
as is proper among saints. “Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which are
out of place, but instead let there be thanksgiving. *For you may be sure of this, that everyone
who is sexually immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an idolater), has no inheritance in
the kingdom of Christ and God. ®Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these
things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. "Therefore do not associate with
them,; 8for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of
light °(for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true).



Tract

Stand

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 123:1-3a

To you I lift | up my eyes,*

O you who are enthroned in the | heavens!
Behold, as the eyes of servants look to the hand of their | master,*

so our eyes look to the LORD our God, till he has mercy up- | on us.
Have mercy upon us, | O LORD,*

have mercy up- | on us.

Holy Gospel Luke 11:14-28

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eleventh chapter.

“Now [Jesus] was casting out a demon that was mute. When the demon had gone out, the
mute man spoke, and the people marveled. '"But some of them said, “He casts out demons by
Beelzebul, the prince of demons,” '*while others, to test him, kept seeking from him a sign from
heaven. '"But he, knowing their thoughts, said to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself is
laid waste, and a divided household falls. '®And if Satan also is divided against himself, how will
his kingdom stand? For you say that I cast out demons by Beelzebul. ?’And if I cast out demons
by Beelzebul, by whom do your sons cast them out? Therefore they will be your judges. 2°But if
it is by the finger of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.
2'When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own palace, his goods are safe; >*but when one
stronger than he attacks him and overcomes him, he takes away his armor in which he trusted
and divides his spoil. 2Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with
me scatters.

24“When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it passes through waterless places seeking
rest, and finding none it says, ‘I will return to my house from which I came.” 2And when it
comes, it finds the house swept and put in order. 2Then it goes and brings seven other spirits
more evil than itself, and they enter and dwell there. And the last state of that person is worse
than the first.”

27As he said these things, a woman in the crowd raised her voice and said to him, “Blessed is
the womb that bore you, and the breasts at which you nursed!” 2®But he said, “Blessed rather are
those who hear the word of God and keep it!”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Amen



Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,

Sit

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life *I- of the world to come. Amen.



539 Christ Is the World’s Redeemer
1  Christ is the world’s Redeemer,
The lover of the pure,
The font of heav’nly wisdom,
Our trust and hope secure,
The armor of His soldiers,
The Lord of earth and sky,
Our health while we are living,
Our life when we shall die.

2 Christ has our host surrounded

With clouds of martyrs bright,

Who wave their palms in triumph
And fire us for the fight.

Then Christ the cross ascended
To save a world undone

And, suff’ring for the sinful,
Our full redemption won.

3 Down through the realm of darkness

He strode in victory,

And at the hour appointed
He rose triumphantly.

And now, to heav’n ascended,
He sits upon the throne

Whence He had ne’er departed,
His Father’s and His own.

A4 Glory to God the Father,

The unbegotten One,

All honor be to Jesus,
His sole-begotten Son,

And to the Holy Spirit—
The perfect Trinity.

Let all the worlds give answer:
Amen! So let it be.

Text: attr. Columba, 521-597; tr. Duncan MacGregor, 1854-1923, alt.
Text: Public domain

Sermon

Stand



Prayer of the Church
Sit

Offering

Service of the Sacrament

Sacrament Confession — We, as a congregation of the Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod, believe that Holy Communion is a divinely instituted sacramentin which Jesus
Christ grants to the communicant His true body and blood under the forms of bread
and wine. We invite all who are confirmed Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod
Lutherans, who have repented of their sins, and trust in Jesus’ words, “Given and
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins”, to commune with us. Those who are
members of other Christian congregations and desire to attend Holy Communion are
asked to speak with an elder or the Pastor prior to the service.

Stand

Preface LSB 208
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

®E

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

B

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

& 85

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so
freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love
shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on
Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen
from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin
and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and saying:



Sanctus LSB 208
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Tru-ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
Text: Stephen P. Starke

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
(P)  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave
it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I« blood,



which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini

(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.

Christ, true
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Text: Stephen P. Starke
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697 Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death
620 Jesus Comes Today with Healing
642 O Living Bread from Heaven
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Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift,
and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Benedicamus

Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Benediction

(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.

Amen.
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659 Lord of Our Life
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end-less war is wag - ing, Peace in Your heav - en.

Text: Matth&us Apelles von Léwenstern, 1594-1648; tr. Philip Pusey, 1799-1855, alt.
Tune: Antiphoner, 1746, Poitiers
Text and tune: Public domain
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Today at St. John

YOUR HELP IS REQUESTED — to host our Wednesday night Lenten Soup
" unp Y Supper. The sign-up sheet is on the table in the Multi-Purpose room. If
|| doing this alone feels overwhelming, team up with another church
member. The menu should be kept simple: soup, crackers or bread,
dessert, and drink.

EASTER FLOWERS — are being ordered. Cost is $15 for your choice of Lily, Tulip, or Daffodil.
Sign up on the sheet in the Multi-purpose room to reserve your order. Please make checks
payable to St. John Ladies Aid and give to Pat Metzger.

FREE ITEMS TO SHARE — Books, booklets, puzzles, etc. are on the table in the multi-purpose
room. Help yourself. The table is getting full, so check it out!




PRAYER CONCERNS

Pray for our members with health concerns: Q‘%%Y&
Devin Ruse Marcia Twarog Walker Byard a_ [{Tfﬂﬁ ﬂ
Doris Braman  Tammy Younger Sharon Whyte 0 i:l '*_I ) )
Sandy Metzger Jerry Thomas Adalyn Osborn % &/ Y
Perry Tremble  Rich Schnell Ken Bender 'v/pG - ~—:“e\e
Pray for friends with health concerns: ES

Ella Layton Janice Haas Wendy Dieleman-Reid Karen Olson
Shannon Reed Debbie Kahihikolo  Tim Robbin Brendan Harrison
Hunter Sweet  Jean Marttila Matthew Mason Kris Hammerbacher
Paula Switala Brianna Dery Scott Schell Karen McGuire
Al Fox Cody Gee Howard Hackerd Kay Tremble

Jeri Christie Emmett Lynch Cathy Mueller Joan Behrman
Greg Norgan Teresa Strehl Matthew Hackerd Mike Shillair

Diane (Joyce Forro’s daughter) Brian Leja

Any changes to the prayer list can be emailed to Sandra:
office@stjohnaugres.com or text 989-310-3652

SHARING - of God’s gifts for February 11, 15, 18, 22, and 25

Attendance for: February 11 -16 February 15 —-54
February 18 — 66 February 22 — 75
February 25 - 45
Needed for Budget in 2026 — $3,461.54per week

Convenient and secure ONLINE GIVING is available through TITHE.LY
giving portal. Scan the QR code to the left or go to our church website
at: www.stjohnaugres.org once there, click the link located on the
homepage.




Goniplwre of the Week

Psalm 4
For the director of music. With stringed instruments.

A psalm of David.

T Answer me when | call to you,
my righteous God.
Give me relief from my distress;
have mercy on me and hear my prayer.
2 How long will you people turn my glory into shame?
How long will you love delusions and seek false gods®?u
3 Know that the LORD has set apart his faithful servant for himself;
the LORD hears when | call to him.
4 Tremble and“ do not sin;
when you are on your beds,
search your hearts and be silent.
> Offer the sacrifices of the righteous
and trust in the LORD.
6 Many, LORD, are asking, “Who will bring us prosperity?”
Let the light of your face shine on us.
TFill my heart with joy
when their grain and new wine abound.
81n peace | will lie down and sleep,
for you alone, LORD,
make me dwell in safety.

March 8 “The call to be disciples of Jesus who live out our faith each day and, in so
doing, work to make disciples of others, has never been greater ... We need to boldly
proclaim what God has done for us in Christ. Not in a spirit of superiority or power, but
in a posture of love and grace.”



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%204&version=NIV#fen-NIV-13968b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%204&version=NIV#fen-NIV-13968c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%204&version=NIV#fen-NIV-13970d

