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St. John Lutheran Church 
P.O. Box 763, 206 N Court St; Au Gres, MI 48703 

 

SERVING THE LORD 
Sunday, March 22, 2026 

 
 

Pianist: Marion Stafford   Elder: Eric Schwiderson 
Greeter: Veronica Hiveley   Trustee: Greg Easterle 
Liturgist and Preacher: Pastor Sean McNeil  Bulletin: Sandra Jantzi 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
SUN (3/22) 9:00am Worship – Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 10:15am Coffee Hour/Fellowship 
  Bible Study in MPR 
MON (3/23) 10:00am Women of the Word Bible Study 
WED (3/25) 5:15pm Soup Supper  
 6:30pm Midweek Lent VI Service 
SUN (3/29) 9:00am Worship/HC – Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday 
 10:15am Coffee Hour/Fellowship 
  Bible Study in MPR  
 
   

WE WELCOME ALL TO GOD’S HOUSE TODAY – in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
Please take a moment and fill out the “Welcome to Our Worship” pad in the brown folder at 
the end of the pew.  If you are visiting, please sign the guest register book in the narthex.  If 
you do not have a church home, we invite you to return every Sunday at 9:00am.  
 

LARGEPRINT – copies of today’s service are available in the Narthex. Ask the greeter if you 
would like a copy to follow along with today’s service. 
 

SUNDAY COFFEE HOUR – We invite all to stay for coffee hour and fellowship after worship in 
the fellowship hall.  Our March hostess will be Jane Bourdeau (989-646-2257) and Pat 
Metzger (989-867-4734) Your help in bringing snacks or facilitating set up/clean up would 
be much appreciated.  You can sign up in the fellowship hall or call to let them know how 
you can assist. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

The congregation gathers in silence. The Opening Hymn is omitted for the remainder of Lent. 

 

 

 
Stand 

 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 

 
 

 

 



Psalmody 
 

 

 
 

Venite LSB 220 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
Additional Psalms Psalm 43; antiphon: v. 5 

 
1Vindicate me, O God, and defend my cause 

 against an ungodly | people,* 

from the deceitful and unjust man 

 de- | liver me! 
2For you are the God in whom I take refuge; 

 why have you re- | jected me?* 

Why do I go about mourning 

 because of the oppression of the | enemy? 

3Send out your light and your truth; 

 let them | lead me;* 

let them bring me to your holy hill 

 and to your | dwelling! 
4Then I will go to the altar of God, 

 to God my ex- | ceeding joy,* 

and I will praise you with the lyre, 

 O | God, my God. 

5Why are you cast down, O my soul, 

 and why are you in turmoil with- | in me?* 

Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, 

 my salvation | and my God. 

 
Sit 

 



430 My Song Is Love Unknown 

 

 

 

 
 

5 They rise and needs will have 6     In life no house, no home 

    My dear Lord made away;   My Lord on earth might have; 

A murderer they save,          In death no friendly tomb 

    The Prince of Life they slay.  But what a stranger gave. 

Yet cheerful He             What may I say? 

    To suff’ring goes     Heav’n was His home 

    That He His foes     But mine the tomb 

From thence might free.          Wherein He lay. 

 

7 Here might I stay and sing, 

    No story so divine! 

Never was love, dear King, 

    Never was grief like Thine. 

This is my friend,      Text: Samuel Crossman, c. 1624–1683   

    In whose sweet praise   Tune: John N. Ireland, 1879–1962  Text: Public domain 

    I all my days       Tune: © John Ireland Trust110002410 

Could gladly spend!    Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 



Readings 
 

Reading Genesis 22:1–14 
L A reading from Genesis, chapter 22. 

  

 1After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here am 

I.” 2He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, 

and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3So 

Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with 

him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the 

place of which God had told him. 4On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place 

from afar. 5Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will 

go over there and worship and come again to you.” 6And Abraham took the wood of the burnt 

offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went 

both of them together. 7And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here 

am I, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt 

offering?” 8Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” 

So they went both of them together. 

 9When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and 

laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 
10Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11But the angel of 

the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” 
12He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear 

God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13And Abraham lifted up 

his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And 

Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14So 

Abraham called the name of that place, “The LORD will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the 

mount of the LORD it shall be provided.” 

  

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Reading Hebrews 9:11–15 
L A reading from Hebrews, chapter 9. 

  

 11When Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then through the 

greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation) 12he entered once 
for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by means of his 

own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. 13For if the sprinkling of defiled persons with 

the blood of goats and bulls and with the ashes of a heifer sanctifies for the purification of the 

flesh, 14how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself 

without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God. 



 15Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may receive the 

promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems them from the 

transgressions committed under the first covenant. 

  

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Reading John 8:46–59 
L A reading from John, chapter 8. 

  

 46“Which one of you convicts me of sin? If I tell the truth, why do you not believe me? 
47Whoever is of God hears the words of God. The reason why you do not hear them is that you 

are not of God.” 

 48The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan and have a 

demon?” 49Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon, but I honor my Father, and you dishonor me. 
50Yet I do not seek my own glory; there is One who seeks it, and he is the judge. 51Truly, truly, I 

say to you, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.” 52The Jews said to him, “Now we 

know that you have a demon! Abraham died, as did the prophets, yet you say, ‘If anyone keeps 

my word, he will never taste death.’ 53Are you greater than our father Abraham, who died? And 

the prophets died! Who do you make yourself out to be?” 54Jesus answered, “If I glorify myself, 

my glory is nothing. It is my Father who glorifies me, of whom you say, ‘He is our God.’ 55But 

you have not known him. I know him. If I were to say that I do not know him, I would be a liar 

like you, but I do know him and I keep his word. 56Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would 

see my day. He saw it and was glad.” 57So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, 

and have you seen Abraham?” 58Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham 

was, I am.” 59So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of the 

temple. 

  

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Responsory (Lent) LSB 222 

 

 



 

438 A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Tune: Wolfgang Dachstein, c. 1487–1553 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002410 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Canticle 
 

Stand 

 

433 Glory Be to Jesus 

 

 
 

5 Oft as earth exulting 

    Wafts its praise on high, 

Angel hosts rejoicing 

    Make their glad reply. 

 

6 Lift we, then, our voices, 

    Swell the mighty flood; 

Louder still and louder 

    Praise the precious blood! 
Text: Italian, c. 18th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt. 
Tune: Friedrich Filitz, 1804–76 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sit 



 

Offering 
 

Prayer 
 

Kneel/Stand 

 

Kyrie LSB 227 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Collects 
 

 

 
 

Kneel/Stand 

 



Litany 
L O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

L O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

L O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

L O Christ, 

C hear us. 

L God the Father in heaven, 

C have mercy. 

L God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 

C have mercy. 

L God the Holy Spirit, 

C have mercy. 

L Be gracious to us. 

C Spare us, good Lord. 

L Be gracious to us. 

C Help us, good Lord. 

  

L From all sin, from all error, from all evil; 

From the crafts and assaults of the devil; from sudden and evil death; 

From pestilence and famine; from war and bloodshed; from sedition and from rebellion; 

From lightning and tempest; from all calamity by fire and water; and from everlasting death: 

C Good Lord, deliver us. 

L By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity; 

By Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and bloody sweat; by Your cross 

and passion; by Your precious death and burial; 

By Your glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the 

Comforter: 

C Help us, good Lord. 

L In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of death; and in the 

day of judgment: 

C Help us, good Lord. 

L We poor sinners implore You 

C to hear us, O Lord. 

L To rule and govern Your holy Christian Church; to preserve all pastors and ministers of 

Your Church in the true knowledge and understanding of Your wholesome Word and to 

sustain them in holy living; 

To put an end to all schisms and causes of offense; to bring into the way of truth all who 

have erred and are deceived; 

To beat down Satan under our feet; to send faithful laborers into Your harvest; and to 

accompany Your Word with Your grace and Spirit: 



C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

L To raise those who fall and to strengthen those who stand; and to comfort and help the 

weakhearted and the distressed: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

L To give to all peoples concord and peace; to preserve our land from discord and strife; to 

give our country Your protection in every time of need; 

To direct and defend our [president/queen/king] and all in authority; to bless and protect our 

magistrates and all our people; 

To watch over and help all who are in danger, necessity, and tribulation; to protect and 

guide all who travel; 

To grant all women with child, and all mothers with infant children, increasing happiness in 

their blessings; to defend all orphans and widows and provide for them; 

To strengthen and keep all sick persons and young children; to free those in bondage; and to 

have mercy on us all: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

L To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers and to turn their hearts; to give and 

preserve for our use the kindly fruits of the earth; and graciously to hear our prayers: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

L Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

C we implore You to hear us. 

  

L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 

L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 

L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C grant us Your peace. 

  

L O Christ, 

C hear us. 

L O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

L O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

L O Lord, 

C have mercy. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 



     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

  

 

L O Lord, do not deal with us according to our sins. 

C Do not reward us according to our iniquities. 

  

L Almighty God, our heavenly Father, You desire not the death of a sinner, but rather that we 

turn from our evil ways and live. Graciously spare us those punishments which we by our 

sins have deserved, and grant us always to serve You in holiness and pureness of living; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Collect for Grace 
L O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely brought us to 

the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and grant that this 

day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our doings, being 

ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

 
Stand 

 

Benedicamus LSB 228 

 

 
  

 



Benediction LSB 228 
P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 

  

431 Not All the Blood of Beasts 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt. 
Tune: William Daman, c. 1540–1591 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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       Convenient and secure ONLINE GIVING is available through TITHE.LY  
       giving portal. Scan the QR code to the left or go to our church website  
       at: www.stjohnaugres.org once there, click the link located on the   
       homepage. 

 

 
SHARING - of God’s gifts for March 1, 4, 8, 11, 15 & 18   Attendance 
  Budget Receipts                      $9,397.93  March 1 - 50 
  March MOM (Harbor Lights Preg. Cnt) 910.00  March 4 - 26 
  February MOM (Lutheran Hour Minist) 100.00  March 8 - 43 
  Backpack Program 20.00  March 11 - 31 
     March 15 - 34 

 Needed for Budget in 2026 – $3,461.54per week   March 18 - 22 



  

  

 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

Pray for our members with health concerns:  
Devin Ruse Marcia Twarog Walker Byard  
Doris Braman Tammy Younger Sharon Whyte 
Sandy Metzger     Jerry Thomas  Adalyn Osborn 
Perry Tremble  Rich Schnell  Ken Bender 
 

Pray for friends with health concerns:  
Ella Layton Janice Haas Wendy Dieleman-Reid Karen Olson 
Shannon Reed Debbie Kahihikolo  Tim Robbin Brendan Harrison 
Hunter Sweet Jean Marttila Matthew Mason Kris Hammerbacher 
Paula Switala Brianna Dery              Scott Schell Karen McGuire 
Al Fox Cody Gee Howard Hackerd  Kay Tremble 
Jeri Christie Emmett Lynch Cathy Mueller Joan Behrman 
Greg Norgan Teresa Strehl Matthew Hackerd Mike Shillair 
Diane (Joyce Forro’s daughter) Brian Leja 
  

Any changes to the prayer list can be emailed to Sandra:   

office@stjohnaugres.com or text 989-310-3652 

 

 

This week at St. John 
WOMEN OF THE WORD (WOW) – invite you to join them on Monday’s at 10am.  Women of 
any age are invited to join us as we study God’s Word. NOTE:  If the Au Gres-Sims School 
District is closed due to weather, WOW is also cancelled for the week. 
 

LENT MIDWEEK SOUP SUPPER & WORSHIP/HC – Please join us on Wednesday, March 25, 
at 5:15pm for a soup supper and fellowship with worship to follow, beginning at 6:30 pm.  
Invite family, friends or a neighbor to join you. Our hostesses this week are Jane Bourdeau, 
Pat Metzger, and Jean Hogan 
 

LIKE AND SUBSCRIBE! – did you know that our services are often recorded and posted on 
YouTube?  By subscribing to our channel, you make us more visible, and it helps spread the 
Word of God.  Although not the same as attending in person, it is a way to stay connected 
when you are traveling out of town.  Our channel is: @stjohnsaugres8759  
 



APRIL, MAY, JUNE – Portals of Prayer are now in your mailboxes.  Extra copies are on the 
table in the narthex/gathering area for you to share with others. 
 
 

Mark Your Calendar 
EASTER BREAKFAST – will be held following the service on April 1st.  Thank you to Devin 
Huber for organizing the breakfast.  Any questions you may have can be directed to him. 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2026 – “Tropical Trek: Jesus Comes to Seek and Save.”  July 6th – 

10th from 6-8pm. Watch for more announcements in upcoming newsletters and bulletins. 

 

Mission Opportunities 
 

MARCH MISSIONS OF THE MONTH – is for Harbor Lights Pregnancy Center. Their mission is 
to provide valid pregnancy and parental choices, educational support, and spiritual support 
for the development of healthier children, families, and communities. 
 

AU GRES CHARITIES FOOD PANTRY NEEDS –Chicken Noodle Soup and Peanut butter.  Items 
can be placed in the grocery cart in the fellowship hall.   
 

CHURCH STORE – Cards are in the display case in the fellowship hall.  Cards, containing 
beautiful Bible verses, are available for many occasions.  Individual cards are (.50) each or 
box ($6).   Consider reaching out to bless someone who could use a bit of encouragement. 
 

FREE ITEMS TO SHARE – Books, booklets, puzzles, etc. are on the table in the multi-purpose 
room.  Help yourself.  The table is overflowing and many items are wishing for a new 
home! 
 

PENNIES FOR THE SEMINARY – We are collecting pennies to send to the seminary, helping 
to equip future pastors.  You may drop your donation in the wood box near the doors in 
the fellowship hall.  “So, let each one give as he purposes in his heart” 
(2 Corinthians 9:7).  
 

CAN TABS – We continue to save can tabs from pop cans, soups, etc.  You may place them 
in the container labeled CAN TABS in the multi-purpose room on the back table.  They are 
donated to St. Jude Children’s Hospital.   
 



Holy Week Services 
  

 “But he was pierced because of our rebellion, crushed because of our iniquities; 

punishment for our peace was on him, and we are healed by his wounds.”  

Isaiah 53:5 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The following services will be held as we remember the sacrifice given to us by our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ.   Invite a neighbor or friend to join you for these services.   
 

Sunday, March 29 – Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday 9:00 am 

 Worship and Holy Communion 

 

Thursday, April 2 – Maundy Thursday 6:30 pm 

 Worship and Holy Communion 

 

Friday, April 3 – Good Friday 6:30 pm 

 

Saturday, April 4 – Holy Saturday 6:30 pm 

 Worship and Holy Communion 

 

Sunday, April 5 – Easter Sunday 9:00 am 

 Worship and Holy Communion 

 



Scripture of the Week 

Psalm 43 

1 Vindicate me, my God, 

    and plead my cause 

    against an unfaithful nation. 

Rescue me from those who are 

    deceitful and wicked. 
2 You are God my stronghold. 

    Why have you rejected me? 

Why must I go about mourning, 

    oppressed by the enemy? 
3 Send me your light and your faithful care, 

    let them lead me; 

let them bring me to your holy mountain, 

    to the place where you dwell. 
4 Then I will go to the altar of God, 

    to God, my joy and my delight. 

I will praise you with the lyre, 

    O God, my God. 
5 Why, my soul, are you downcast? 

    Why so disturbed within me? 

Put your hope in God, 

    for I will yet praise him, 

    my Savior and my God. 
 
 

 
March 22 “Grief is a road no one chooses, yet in this fallen world, it is a path we must 

all tread. There are no words that can fully capture the sorrow of losing someone we 

love—no explanations that can make death seem natural or right. It wasn’t meant to be 

this way. Death is the great intruder, a bitter consequence of sin’s curse. And yet, even 

in the depths of sorrow, the Lord gives us this promise: He is near 

 


