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St. John Lutheran Church 
P.O. Box 763, 206 N Court St; Au Gres, MI 48703 

 

SERVING THE LORD 
Sunday, March 15, 2026 

 
Pianist: Marion Stafford   Elder: Bob Britt 
Greeter: Pat Metzger   Usher: Duane Pendred 
Altar Care: Vicki Huber   Trustee: Jim Fica 
Liturgist and Preacher: Pastor Sean McNeil  Bulletin: Sandra Jantzi 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
SUN (3/15) 9:00am Worship/HC – Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 10:15am Coffee Hour/Fellowship 
  Bible Study in MPR  
MON (3/16) 10:00am Women of the Word Bible Study 
TUE (3/17) 1:00 pm Ladies Aid 
WED (3/18) 5:15pm Soup Supper  
 6:30pm Midweek Lent Service 
THR (3/19) 10:00am Quilting 
 7:00pm Council Meeting 
SAT (3/21) 1-3pm Christ 4 Kids 
SUN (3/22) 9:00am Worship/HC – Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 10:15am Coffee Hour/Fellowship 
  Bible Study in MPR 
   

WE WELCOME ALL TO GOD’S HOUSE TODAY – in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
Please take a moment and fill out the “Welcome to Our Worship” pad in the brown folder at 
the end of the pew.  If you are visiting, please sign the guest register book in the narthex.  If 
you do not have a church home, we invite you to return every Sunday at 9:00am.  
 

LARGEPRINT – copies of today’s service are available in the Narthex. Ask the greeter if you 
would like a copy to follow along with today’s service. 
 

SUNDAY COFFEE HOUR – We invite all to stay for coffee hour and fellowship after worship in 
the fellowship hall.  Our March hostess will be Jane Bourdeau (989-646-2257) and Pat 
Metzger (989-867-4734) Your help in bringing snacks or facilitating set up/clean up would 
be much appreciated.  You can sign up in the fellowship hall or call to let them know how 
you can assist. 



 

The congregation gathers in silence. The Opening Hymn is omitted for the remainder of Lent. 

 

 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive 

the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first 

consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in 

thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, 

seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. 

Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C Amen. 

 
Stand 

 

 



Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 122:1–2, 6, 8; antiphon: Isaiah 66:10a, 11a 

 

Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be | glad for her,* 

 all you who | love her; 

that you may nurse and be | satisfied* 

 from her con- | soling breast. 

I was glad when they | said to me,* 

 “Let us go to the house | of the LORD!” 

Our feet have been | standing* 

 within your gates, O Je- | rusalem! 

Pray for the peace of Je- | rusalem!* 

 May they be secure who | love you! 

For my brothers and com- | panions’ sake* 

 I will say, “Peace be with- | in you!” 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be | glad for her,* 

 all you who | love her; 

that you may nurse and be | satisfied* 

 from her con- | soling breast. 

 

Kyrie LSB 204 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and though we 

deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for all our needs of 

body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give 

thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your 



Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Exodus 16:2–21 
 2And the whole congregation of the people of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron in the 

wilderness, 3and the people of Israel said to them, “Would that we had died by the hand of the 

LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the meat pots and ate bread to the full, for you have 

brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.” 

 4Then the LORD said to Moses, “Behold, I am about to rain bread from heaven for you, and the 

people shall go out and gather a day’s portion every day, that I may test them, whether they will 

walk in my law or not. 5On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice 

as much as they gather daily.” 6So Moses and Aaron said to all the people of Israel, “At evening 

you shall know that it was the LORD who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 7and in the 

morning you shall see the glory of the LORD, because he has heard your grumbling against the 

LORD. For what are we, that you grumble against us?” 8And Moses said, “When the LORD gives 

you in the evening meat to eat and in the morning bread to the full, because the LORD has heard 

your grumbling that you grumble against him—what are we? Your grumbling is not against us 

but against the LORD.” 

 9Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the people of Israel, ‘Come 

near before the LORD, for he has heard your grumbling.’” 10And as soon as Aaron spoke to the 

whole congregation of the people of Israel, they looked toward the wilderness, and behold, the 

glory of the LORD appeared in the cloud. 11And the LORD said to Moses, 12“I have heard the 

grumbling of the people of Israel. Say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the 

morning you shall be filled with bread. Then you shall know that I am the LORD your God.’” 

 13In the evening quail came up and covered the camp, and in the morning dew lay around the 

camp. 14And when the dew had gone up, there was on the face of the wilderness a fine, flake-like 

thing, fine as frost on the ground. 15When the people of Israel saw it, they said to one another, 

“What is it?” For they did not know what it was. And Moses said to them, “It is the bread that the 

LORD has given you to eat. 16This is what the LORD has commanded: ‘Gather of it, each one of 

you, as much as he can eat. You shall each take an omer, according to the number of the persons 

that each of you has in his tent.’” 17And the people of Israel did so. They gathered, some more, 

some less. 18But when they measured it with an omer, whoever gathered much had nothing left 

over, and whoever gathered little had no lack. Each of them gathered as much as he could eat. 
19And Moses said to them, “Let no one leave any of it over till the morning.” 20But they did not 

listen to Moses. Some left part of it till the morning, and it bred worms and stank. And Moses 

was angry with them. 21Morning by morning they gathered it, each as much as he could eat; but 

when the sun grew hot, it melted. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



Gradual Psalm 122:1, 7 

 

I was glad when they | said to me,* 

 “Let us go to the house | of the LORD!” 

Peace be with- | in your walls* 

 and security within your | towers! 

 

Second Reading Acts 2:41–47 
 41So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three 

thousand souls. 

 42And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of 

bread and the prayers. 43And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being 

done through the apostles. 44And all who believed were together and had all things in common. 
45And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as 

any had need. 46And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their 

homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and having favor 

with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

Tract Psalm 125:1–2, 5b 

 

Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount | Zion,* 

 which cannot be moved, but abides for- | ever. 

As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the LORD surrounds his | people,* 

 from this time forth and forevermore. Peace be upon | Israel! 

 

Holy Gospel John 6:1–15 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixth chapter. 

 

 1After this Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea of Tiberias. 
2And a large crowd was following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing on the sick. 
3Jesus went up on the mountain, and there he sat down with his disciples. 4Now the Passover, the 

feast of the Jews, was at hand. 5Lifting up his eyes, then, and seeing that a large crowd was 

coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread, so that these people may 

eat?” 6He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he would do. 7Philip answered him, 



“Two hundred denarii would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” 8One of his 

disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, 9“There is a boy here who has five barley 

loaves and two fish, but what are they for so many?” 10Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” 

Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, about five thousand in number. 
11Jesus then took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who 

were seated. So also the fish, as much as they wanted. 12And when they had eaten their fill, he 

told his disciples, “Gather up the leftover fragments, that nothing may be lost.” 13So they 

gathered them up and filled twelve baskets with fragments from the five barley loaves, left by 

those who had eaten. 14When the people saw the sign that he had done, they said, “This is indeed 

the Prophet who is to come into the world!” 

 15Perceiving then that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, Jesus 

withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Amen 

 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 



     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

743 Jesus, Priceless Treasure 

 

 

 

 

 
 



5 Evil world, I leave thee;   6 Hence, all fear and sadness! 

Thou canst not deceive me,    For the Lord of gladness, 

    Thine appeal is vain.       Jesus, enters in. 

Sin that once did blind me,    Those who love the Father, 

Get thee far behind me,    Though the storms may gather, 

    Come not forth again.       Still have peace within. 

        Past thy hour,             Yea, whate’er 

        O pride and pow’r;           I here must bear, 

Sinful life, thy bonds I sever,   Thou art still my purest pleasure, 

Leave thee now forever.    Jesus, priceless treasure! 

 
Text: Johann Franck, 1618–77; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Sit 

 

Offering 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
Sacrament Confession - We, as a congregation of the Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod, believe that Holy Communion is a divinely instituted 
sacramentin which Jesus Christ grants to the communicant His true body and 
blood under the forms of bread and wine.  We invite all who are confirmed 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod Lutherans, who have repented of their sins, 
and trust in Jesus’ words, “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins”, 
to commune with us.  Those who are members of other Christian 
congregations and desire to attend Holy Communion are asked to speak with 
an elder or the Pastor prior to the service. 

 
Stand 

 

Preface LSB 208 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  



P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so 

freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love 

shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on 

Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen 

from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin 

and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 

the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 

and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 



     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 

which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave 

it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 



Sit 

 

Distribution 
510 A Multitude Comes from the East and the West 
636 Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness 
637 Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord 

 
Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 

and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 



toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus LSB 212 
A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

 

774 Feed Thy Children, God Most Holy 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002410 
Tune: Public domain 
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PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

Pray for our members with health concerns:  
Devin Ruse Marcia Twarog Walker Byard  
Doris Braman Tammy Younger Sharon Whyte 
Sandy Metzger     Jerry Thomas  Adalyn Osborn 
Perry Tremble  Rich Schnell  Ken Bender 
 

Pray for friends with health concerns:  
Ella Layton Janice Haas Wendy Dieleman-Reid Karen Olson 
Shannon Reed Debbie Kahihikolo  Tim Robbin Brendan Harrison 
Hunter Sweet Jean Marttila Matthew Mason Kris Hammerbacher 
Paula Switala Brianna Dery              Scott Schell Karen McGuire 
Al Fox Cody Gee Howard Hackerd  Kay Tremble 
Jeri Christie Emmett Lynch Cathy Mueller Joan Behrman 
Greg Norgan Teresa Strehl Matthew Hackerd Mike Shillair 
Diane (Joyce Forro’s daughter) Brian Leja 
  

Any changes to the prayer list can be emailed to Sandra:   

office@stjohnaugres.com or text 989-310-3652 

 

 Today at St. John  
EASTER FLOWERS – are being ordered.  Cost is $15 for your choice of Lily, Tulip, or Daffodil.  
Sign up on the sheet in the Multi-purpose room to reserve your order. TODAY is the last 
day to place your order.  Give check to Pat Metzger -- payable to: St. John Ladies Aid 
 

EXTENSION PLUS - CEF Extension Plus is an easy-access savings vehicle from Church 
Extension Fund. Continue to support the ministry of CEF in providing “space and place” for 
sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ and be able to access your investment via a 
checkbook or Debit Card. Plus ministry workers receive a preferred interest rate! For more 
information, contact our Congregational Representative, Bob Britt or call 800-242-3944.  
Current Rates are posted on the bulletin board in the Multi-purpose room. 
 

       Convenient and secure ONLINE GIVING is available through TITHE.LY  
       giving portal. Scan the QR code to the left or go to our church website  
       at: www.stjohnaugres.org once there, click the link located on the   
       homepage. 



This week at St. John 
WOMEN OF THE WORD (WOW) – invite you to join them on Monday’s at 10am.  Women of 
any age are invited to join us as we study God’s Word. NOTE:  If the Au Gres-Sims School 
District is closed due to weather, WOW is also cancelled for the week. 
 

LADIES AID MEETING – All ladies are invited to join us on Tuesday at 1pm.  Bring a favorite 
Bible verse to share and help us plan future events.  Our hostesses for March are Veronica 
Hiveley, Marilyn Williamson, and Linda Daly. 
 

LENT MIDWEEK SOUP SUPPER & WORSHIP/HC – Please join us on Wednesday, March 11, 
at 5:15pm for a soup supper and fellowship with worship to follow, beginning at 6:30 pm.  
Invite family, friends or a neighbor to join you. Our hostesses this week are Marilyn 
Williams and Carol Britt. 
 

QUILTING FOR CHARITY – will be held on Thursday, beginning at 10:00am.  No experience 
is necessary; we will teach you!  Come when you can and leave when you must. 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING – will be held Thursday at 7:00 pm.  All members are invited to 
share their ideas and/or concerns. Note there will be no Elder’s Meeting this month. 
 

CHRIST 4 KIDS –Our next event will be Saturday, March 21st 1-3pm. St. Patrick’s Day will be 

the theme. Come and bring a friend or two or three! 

 Mark Your Calendar 
EASTER BREAKFAST – will be held following the service on April 1st.  Thank you to Devin 
Huber for organizing the breakfast.  Any questions you may have can be directed to him. 
 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2026 – “Tropical Trek: Jesus Comes to Seek and Save.”  July 6th – 

10th from 6-8pm. Watch for more announcements in upcoming newsletters and bulletins. 

Mission Opportunities 
 

MARCH MISSIONS OF THE MONTH – is for Harbor Lights Pregnancy Center. Their mission is 
to provide valid pregnancy and parental choices, educational support, and spiritual support 
for the development of healthier children, families, and communities. 
 

AU GRES CHARITIES FOOD PANTRY NEEDS –Chicken Noodle Soup and Peanut butter.  Items 
can be placed in the grocery cart in the fellowship hall.   



Scripture of the Week 
 

 

Psalm 132:8-18 
8 ‘Arise, LORD, and come to your resting place, 
    you and the ark of your might. 
9 May your priests be clothed with your righteousness; 
    may your faithful people sing for joy.’” 
10 For the sake of your servant David, 
    do not reject your anointed one. 
11 The LORD swore an oath to David, 
    a sure oath he will not revoke: 
“One of your own descendants 
    I will place on your throne. 
12 If your sons keep my covenant 
    and the statutes I teach them, 
then their sons will sit 
    on your throne for ever and ever.” 
13 For the LORD has chosen Zion, 
    he has desired it for his dwelling, saying, 
14 “This is my resting place for ever and ever; 
    here I will sit enthroned, for I have desired it. 
15 I will bless her with abundant provisions; 
    her poor I will satisfy with food. 
16 I will clothe her priests with salvation, 
    and her faithful people will ever sing for joy. 
17 “Here I will make a horn[a] grow for David 
    and set up a lamp for my anointed one. 
18 I will clothe his enemies with shame, 
    but his head will be adorned with a radiant crown.” 
 
 

 

March 15 “Never will a time come when the most marvelous recent invention is as 

marvelous as a newborn baby.”  

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20132%3A8-18&version=NIV#fen-NIV-16169a

