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St. John Lutheran Church 
P.O. Box 763, 206 N Court St; Au Gres, MI 48703 

 

SERVING THE LORD 
Sunday, July 12, 2026 

 

Pianist: Marion Stafford   Elder: Tom Lo Cascio 
Greeter: Pat Metzger   Usher: Charlie Apppold 
Altar Care: Debbie Lo Cascio   Bulletin: Sandra Jantzi 
Liturgist and Preacher: Pastor Sean McNeil   
 

This Week at St. John’s 
SUN (7/12) 9:00 am Worship/Holy Communion 
 10:15 am Coffee Hour/Fellowship 
  Blood Pressure Clinic 
  Bible Study 
WED (7/15) 6:30 pm Worship/Holy Communion 
THR (7/16) 6:00 pm Elders Meeting 
 7:00 pm Council Meeting  
FRI (7/17) 1:00 pm Ladies Card Party 
SUN (7/19) 9:00 am Worship 
 10:15 am Coffee Hour/Fellowship 
  Bible Study 
 

WE WELCOME ALL TO GOD’S HOUSE TODAY – in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
Please take a moment and fill out the “Welcome to Our Worship” pad in the brown folder at 
the end of the pew.  If you are visiting, please sign the guest register book in the narthex.  If 
you do not have a church home, we invite you to return every Sunday at 9:00 am.  
 

LARGEPRINT – copies of today’s service are available in the Narthex. Ask the greeter if you 
would like a copy to follow along with today’s service. 
 

SUNDAY COFFEE HOUR – We invite all to stay for coffee hour and fellowship after worship. 
Our July hostesses are Jane Bourdeau 989-646-2257 and Marilyn Williamson 989-876-8452.  
Please consider calling and offering to help bring snacks or help with set up/clean up. 
 

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY – Everyone is invited to join Pastor as he teaches us on 
“The Divine Service: Why We Worship the Way we Do”, following Coffee Hour. 
 

BLOOD PRESSURE CLINIC – is the second Sunday of the month, today after worship.  This 

FREE service is provided by our parish nurse, Kim Easterle, as well as Charlie Appold.    



Stand 

 

563 Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness 

 

 

 
 

5 When from the dust of death I rise 

To claim my mansion in the skies, 

This then shall be my only plea: 

Jesus hath lived and died for me. 

 

6 Jesus, be endless praise to Thee, 

Whose boundless mercy hath for me, 

For me, and all Thy hands have made, 

An everlasting ransom paid. 
Text: Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, 1700–60; tr. John B. Wesley, 1703–91, alt. 
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 



C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For 

the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 

holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Stand 

 

Service of the Word 
Introit Psalm 28:1–2, 7; antiphon: vv. 8–9 

 

The LORD is the strength of his | people;* 

 he is the saving refuge of his a- | nointed. 

Save your people and bless your | heritage!* 

 Be their shepherd and carry them for- | ever. 

To you, O LORD, I call; my rock, be not | deaf to me,* 

 lest, if you be silent to me, I become like those who go down | to the pit. 

Hear the voice of my pleas for mercy, when I cry to | you for help,* 

 when I lift up my hands toward your most holy sanctu- | ary. 

The LORD is my strength and my shield; in him my heart trusts, and | I am helped;* 

 my heart exults, and with my song I give | thanks to him. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 



The LORD is the strength of his | people;* 

 he is the saving refuge of his a- | nointed. 

Save your people and bless your | heritage!* 

 Be their shepherd and carry them for- | ever. 

 

Kyrie LSB 152 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 



 

 
  

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

Lord of all power and might, author and giver of all good things, graft into our hearts the 

love of Your name, increase in us true religion, nourish us with all goodness, and of Your 

great mercy keep us in the same; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
  
 

Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Exodus 20:1–17 
 1And God spoke all these words, saying, 



 2“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 

 3“You shall have no other gods before me. 

 4“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven 

above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5You shall not bow down 

to them or serve them, for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers 

on the children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, 6but showing steadfast 

love to thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments. 

 7“You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him 

guiltless who takes his name in vain. 

 8“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, 10but 

the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, 

or your daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is 

within your gates. 11For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, 

and rested the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. 

 12“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your 

God is giving you. 

 13“You shall not murder. 

 14“You shall not commit adultery. 

 15“You shall not steal. 

 16“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

 17“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male 

servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Romans 6:3–11 
 3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 

death? 4We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was 

raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 

 5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a 

resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin 

might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For one who has died has 

been set free from sin. 8Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 
9We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion 

over him. 10For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11So 

you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 



Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 5:17–26 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 

  

 
  

 17[Jesus said:] “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not 

come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass 

away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 19Therefore 

whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will 

be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called 

great in the kingdom of heaven. 20For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the 

scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 

 21“You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and whoever 

murders will be liable to judgment.’ 22But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his 

brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and 

whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire. 23So if you are offering your gift at the 

altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24leave your gift there 

before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. 
25Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are going with him to court, lest your 

accuser hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you be put in prison. 26Truly, 

I say to you, you will never get out until you have paid the last penny.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

Sit 

 



562 All Mankind Fell in Adam’s Fall 

 

 

 
 

5 As by one man all mankind fell 

And, born in sin, was doomed to hell, 

So by one Man, who took our place, 

We all were justified by grace. 

 

6 We thank You, Christ; new life is ours, 

New light, new hope, new strength, new pow’rs. 

This grace our ev’ry way attend 

Until we reach our journey’s end. 
Text: Lazarus Spengler, 1479–1534; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt. 
Tune: Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510–61 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Stand 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 



     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Sit 

 

Offering 
 

Stand 
 

Offertory LSB 159 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
Communion practice: On the basis of God’s Holy Word, St. John Lutheran Church practices the 
Biblical and confessional practice of closed communion as an opportunity to give joyful witness to our 

unity in the Christian faith.  Guests joining us and holding membership in one of our sister LCMS 

congregations are invited to join in the reception of this great gift.  When visiting, please take time to 
introduce yourself to Pastor McNeil or an elder before the Divine Service 

 

Preface LSB 160 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this 

day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 

laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 



          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 

given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to 

them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is 

shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 163 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 

 

 

 



 
 

Sit 

 

Distribution 
617 O Lord, We Praise Thee 
590 Baptized into Your Name Most Holy 
579 The Law of God Is Good and Wise 
596 All Christians Who Have Been Baptized 

 
Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 165 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and 

we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward 

You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Benediction LSB 166 

 

 
 

567 Not What These Hands Have Done 

 

 
 

5 Thy grace alone, O God,  6.  I bless the Christ of God, 
    To me can pardon speak;   I rest on love divine, 

Thy pow’r alone, O Son of God,      And with unfalt’ring lip and heart 

    Can this sore bondage break.  I call this Savior mine. 
Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808–89 Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89 
Text and tune: Public domainAcknowledgments: Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book  Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy 

Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 

Concordia Publishing House. 



  

  

 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

Pray for our members with health concerns:  
Devin Ruse Marcia Twarog Walker Byard  
Doris Braman Ken Bender Sharon Whyte 
Sandy Metzger     Jerry Thomas  Adalyn Osborn 
Perry Tremble  Rich Schnell   
 

Pray for friends and family with health concerns:  
Ella Layton Janice Haas Wendy Dieleman-Reid Karen Olson 
Shannon Reed Debbie Kahihikolo  Tim Robbin Brendan Harrison 
Hunter Sweet Jean Marttila Matthew Mason Kris Hammerbacher 
Paula Switala Brianna Dery              Scott Schell Karen McGuire 
Al Fox Cody Gee Howard Hackerd  Kay Tremble 
Jeri Christie Emmett Lynch Cathy Mueller Joan Behrman 
Tucker Byard Teresa Strehl Matthew Hackerd Kimmie Shillair 
Diane (Joyce Forro’s daughter) Brian Leja  
 

Pray for safety: 
TSGT Grametbauer, Sean E. – grandson of Gloria Grametbauer, has been placed on 
stand-by to be sent to the Middle East.  He is in the medical division. 
 
  

Any changes to the prayer list can be emailed to Sandra:   

office@stjohnaugres.com or text 989-310-3652 

 
 

LIKE AND SUBSCRIBE! – did you know that our services are often recorded and posted on 
YouTube?  By subscribing to our channel, you make us more visible, and it helps spread the 
Word of God.  Although not the same as attending in person, it is a way to stay connected 
when you are traveling out of town.  Our channel is: @stjohnsaugres8759  
 
 

       Convenient and secure ONLINE GIVING is available through TITHE.LY  
       giving portal. Scan the QR code to the left or go to our church website  
       at: www.stjohnaugres.org once there, click the link located on the   
       homepage.   

 
 



This week at St. John 
 

WOMEN OF THE WORD (WOW) –will be taking a hiatus for the month of July. 
 
 

I wish to thank my church family for all the cards, messages, phone calls, and  
visits since my surgery on June 10th.  My recovery is coming along and I start  

out-patient physical therapy.  All prayers are appreciated.  God Bless you.     
-Cheryl 

 
ALL HANDS ON DECK! –  a berm maintenance session will be 
held on Tuesday, July 14th at 6:30 pm along with a second session 

at 8:00 am on Saturday, July 18th.  All volunteers are 

encouraged to attend one or both. 

 
 

WEEKLY WEDNESDAY EVENING SERVICES – are being held. A short, spoken Holy 
Communion service will begin at 6:30 pm.  If you cannot attend on Sunday morning, we 
invite you to join us.  The sermon will be different from Sunday morning, so if you want to 
come twice a week, Pastor won’t complain!   
 
ELDER’S MEETING & CHURCH COUNCIL – will be held  Thursday at 6:00 and 7:00 pm 
respectively.  All members are invited to share their ideas and/or concerns. 
 
LADIES CARD PARTY – all ladies are invited from 1-4pm on Friday, July 17, for various 
games in the multipurpose room.  Enjoy a fun afternoon out with your sisters in Christ for a 
little competition, fellowship and snacks. 
 

Mission Opportunities 
 
JULY MISSION OF THE MONTH – is for Life Choices Resource Center. “The mission of Life 
Choices Resource Center is to promote the sanctity of human life by reaching out with 
Christ's love through our pregnancy resource center, medical clinic, and sexual and 
relationship educational programs.” They serve people in West Branch, Roscommon, 
Gladwin, Iosco, Arenac, Oscoda Counties. 
 
 



 

Don't let your Kohl's Cash expire!  Donate to the Ladies Aid to purchase  
items for the Christmas Baskets.  If you have Kohl's Cash or a gift card that  
you won't be using contact Janet Sahr 989-245-0619.  Thank you for your 
support! 

 

AU GRES CHRISTIAN CHARITIES FOOD PANTRY NEEDS – hygiene items (including sample 
sizes), Peanut butter, and boxed cereal.  Items can be placed in the grocery cart in the 
fellowship hall.   
 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD  -  You are invited to join us as we collect items to fill 
shoeboxes right here at St. John.  A copy of the guildelines is posted on the bulletin board 
near the mailboxes.  If you have further questions, contact Pat Metzger or Laura Daly. 
Items can be placed in the tote located in the Fellowship Hall.  NOTE:  Ladies Aid will be 
providing the boxes.  Please do not package items, as they need to be checked for 
approved items. 
 

CHURCH STORE – Cards are in the display case in the fellowship hall.  Cards, containing 
beautiful Bible verses, are available for many occasions.  Individual cards are (.50) each or 
box ($6).    
 

FREE ITEMS TO SHARE – Books, booklets, puzzles, etc. are on the table in the multi-purpose 
room.  Help yourself. 
 

PENNIES FOR THE SEMINARY – We are collecting pennies to send to the seminary, helping 
to equip future pastors.  You may drop your donation in the wood box near the doors in 
the fellowship hall.  “So, let each one give as he purposes in his heart” 
(2 Corinthians 9:7).  
 
THE CLOSET EXCHANGE – is grateful for all who have come to assist in the renovations and 
move to the St. Paul Church building.  If you are interested in finding out how you can 
continue to be of help, contact the via email or call:  ittakesavillagearenac@gmail.com    
989-820-5122 
 

CAN TABS – We continue to save can tabs from pop cans, soups, etc.  You may place them 
in the container labeled CAN TABS in the multi-purpose room on the back table.  They are 
donated to St. Jude Children’s Hospital.   
 



Scripture of the Week 

Psalm 19 

1 The heavens declare the glory of God; 

    the skies proclaim the work of his 

hands. 
2 Day after day they pour forth speech; 

    night after night they reveal knowledge. 
3 They have no speech, they use no words; 

    no sound is heard from them. 
4 Yet their voice[b] goes out into all the 

earth, 

    their words to the ends of the world. 

In the heavens God has pitched a tent for 

the sun. 
5     It is like a bridegroom coming out of 

his chamber, 

    like a champion rejoicing to run his 

course. 
6 It rises at one end of the heavens 

    and makes its circuit to the other; 

    nothing is deprived of its warmth. 
7 The law of the LORD is perfect, 

    refreshing the soul. 

The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy, 

    making wise the simple. 
8 The precepts of the LORD are right, 

    giving joy to the heart. 

The commands of the LORD are radiant, 

    giving light to the eyes. 
9 The fear of the LORD is pure, 

    enduring forever. 

The decrees of the LORD are firm, 

    and all of them are righteous. 
10 They are more precious than gold, 

    than much pure gold; 

they are sweeter than honey, 

    than honey from the honeycomb. 
11 By them your servant is warned; 

    in keeping them there is great reward. 
12 But who can discern their own errors? 

    Forgive my hidden faults. 
13 Keep your servant also from willful 

sins; 

    may they not rule over me. 

Then I will be blameless, 

    innocent of great transgression. 
14 May these words of my mouth and this 

meditation of my heart 

    be pleasing in your sight, 

    LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer. 

 

July 12 “Realistically, most of us will never be more than ordinary, but that doesn’t mean  

we’re useless. God works through the ordinary, the mundane, and the commonplace. He  

worked through Esther, and He works through you to bless others in ways you may never 

know. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2019&version=NIV#fen-NIV-14173b

