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SERVING THE LORD 
Sunday, February 8, 2026 

SOS: Linda Byard   Elder: Denny Klein 
Greeter: Roxanne Klein   Usher: Duane Pendred 
Altar Care: Veronica Hiveley   Trustee: Jim Fica 
Liturgist and Preacher: Pastor Sean McNeil  Bulletin: Sandra Jantzi 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
SUN (2/8) 9:00am Worship 
 10:15am Blood Pressure Clinic 
  Voter’s Meeting and Potbless 
MON (2/9) 10:00am Women of the Word Bible Study 
WED (2/11) 6:30pm Worship/HC 
SAT (2/14) 1-3pm Christ 4 Kids 
SUN (2/15) 9:00am Worship/HC 
 10:15am Coffee Hour/Fellowship 
  Bible Study in MPR  
 

WE WELCOME ALL TO GOD’S HOUSE TODAY – in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ.  Please take a moment and fill out the “Welcome to Our Worship” pad in the brown 

folder at the end of the pew.  If you are visiting, please sign the guest register book in the 

narthex.  If you do not have a church home, we invite you to return every Sunday at 9:00am.  
 

LARGEPRINT – copies of today’s service are available in the Narthex. Ask the greeter if you 
would like a copy to follow along with today’s service. 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS – are placed today by Tim & Jean Hogan, in honor of their 60th wedding 
anniversary. 
 

BLOOD PRESSURE CLINIC – is today after worship.  This FREE service is provided by our 

parish nurse, Kim Easterle, as well as Charlie Appold.    

VOTER’S MEETING AND POTBLESS – will follow the morning worship service this morning.  
All are invited to stay and participate. 
 

CHECK YOUR MAILBOX! –There you will find your copy of the February Newsletter. 
 

             Cover artwork:  



Stand 

 

577 Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast 

 

 

 
Text: John Cawood, 1775–1852, alt. 
Tune: The Whole Booke of Psalmes, 1562, London 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 



C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For 

the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 

holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Stand 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 44:1–2, 7–8; antiphon: vv. 23, 25a, 26a 

 

Awake! Why are you sleeping, | O Lord?* 

 Rouse yourself! Do not reject us for- | ever! 

For our soul is bowed down | to the dust.* 

 Rise up; come | to our help! 

O God, we have heard with our ears, our fathers have | told us,* 

 what deeds you performed in their days, in the | days of old: 

you with your own hand drove out the nations, but them you | planted;* 

 you afflicted the peoples, but them you | set free. 

But you have saved us | from our foes* 

 and have put to shame those who | hate us. 

In God we have boasted con- | tinually,* 

 and we will give thanks to your name for- | ever. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 



as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Awake! Why are you sleeping, | O Lord?* 

 Rouse yourself! Do not reject us for- | ever! 

For our soul is bowed down | to the dust.* 

 Rise up; come | to our help! 

 

Kyrie LSB 152 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 

 
  



 

 

 
  

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

O God, the strength of all who put their trust in You, mercifully grant that by Your power 

we may be defended against all adversity; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 55:10–13 

10“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 
 and do not return there but water the earth, 

making it bring forth and sprout, 

 giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

 it shall not return to me empty, 

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 



 and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
12“For you shall go out in joy 

 and be led forth in peace; 

the mountains and the hills before you 

 shall break forth into singing, 

 and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

 instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

and it shall make a name for the LORD, 

 an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle 2 Corinthians 11:19—12:9 
 19For you gladly bear with fools, being wise yourselves! 20For you bear it if someone makes 

slaves of you, or devours you, or takes advantage of you, or puts on airs, or strikes you in the 

face. 21To my shame, I must say, we were too weak for that! 

 But whatever anyone else dares to boast of—I am speaking as a fool—I also dare to boast of 

that. 22Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they offspring of Abraham? 

So am I. 23Are they servants of Christ? I am a better one—I am talking like a madman—with far 

greater labors, far more imprisonments, with countless beatings, and often near death. 24Five 

times I received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one. 25Three times I was beaten 

with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I was adrift at 

sea; 26on frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from robbers, danger from my own 

people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger 

from false brothers; 27in toil and hardship, through many a sleepless night, in hunger and thirst, 

often without food, in cold and exposure. 28And, apart from other things, there is the daily 

pressure on me of my anxiety for all the churches. 29Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is 

made to fall, and I am not indignant? 

 30If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show my weakness. 31The God and Father of 

the Lord Jesus, he who is blessed forever, knows that I am not lying. 32At Damascus, the 

governor under King Aretas was guarding the city of Damascus in order to seize me, 33but I was 

let down in a basket through a window in the wall and escaped his hands. 

 1I must go on boasting. Though there is nothing to be gained by it, I will go on to visions and 

revelations of the Lord. 2I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the 

third heaven—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows. 3And I know 

that this man was caught up into paradise—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, 

God knows— 4and he heard things that cannot be told, which man may not utter. 5On behalf of 

this man I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses. 6Though 

if I should wish to boast, I would not be a fool, for I would be speaking the truth. But I refrain 

from it, so that no one may think more of me than he sees in me or hears from me. 7So to keep 

me from being too elated by the surpassing greatness of the revelations, a thorn was given me in 

the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from being too elated. 8Three times I 



pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me. 9But he said to me, “My grace is 

sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more 

gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 8:4–15 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eighth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 4When a great crowd was gathering and people from town after town came to [Jesus], he said 

in a parable: 5“A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some fell along the path and 

was trampled underfoot, and the birds of the air devoured it. 6And some fell on the rock, and as it 

grew up, it withered away, because it had no moisture. 7And some fell among thorns, and the 

thorns grew up with it and choked it. 8And some fell into good soil and grew and yielded a 

hundredfold.” As he said these things, he called out, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 

 9And when his disciples asked him what this parable meant, 10he said, “To you it has been 

given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God, but for others they are in parables, so that 

‘seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not understand.’ 11Now the parable is this: The 

seed is the word of God. 12The ones along the path are those who have heard. Then the devil 

comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. 
13And the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy. But these 

have no root; they believe for a while, and in time of testing fall away. 14And as for what fell 

among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by the 

cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature. 15As for that in the good 

soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit 

with patience.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 



Sit 

 

824 May God Bestow on Us His Grace 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Richard Massie, 1800–87, alt. 
Tune: David Lee, 1956 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: © 2004 David Lee. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002410 

 

Sermon 
 

Stand 

 



Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Sit 

 

Offering 
 

Stand 

 



Offertory LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 160 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what 

had been hidden from before the foundation of the world You have made known to the 

nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in the substance of our mortal nature, You have 

manifested the fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

saying: 

 

 
Sanctus LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave 

it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 

 

 
Pax Domini LSB 163 

 

 
 



Agnus Dei LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 

Distribution 
 

634 The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord 
738 Lord of All Hopefulness 
693 O Holy Spirit, Grant Us Grace 
908 Lord, Open Now My Heart to Hear 

 

 
Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 165 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 

and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 

toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benediction LSB 166 

 

 
 



586 Preach You the Word 

 

 

 
 

5 Of all his scattered plenteousness 

    One-fourth waves ripe on hill and flat, 

And bears a harvest hundredfold: 

    “Ah, what of that, Lord, what of that!” 

 

6 Preach you the Word and plant it home 

    And never faint; the Harvest Lord 

Who gave the sower seed to sow 

    Will watch and tend His planted Word. 
Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76, alt. 
Tune: Rheinfelssisch Deutsches Catholisches Gesangbuch, 1666, Augsburg 
Text: © 1971 The Franzmann Family. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002410 
Tune: Public domain 
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LIKE AND SUBSCRIBE! – did you know that our services are often recorded and posted on 
YouTube?  By subscribing to our channel, you make us more visible, and it helps spread the 
Word of God.  Although not the same as attending in person, it is a way to stay connected 
when you are traveling out of town.  Our channel is: @stjohnsaugres8759  

 



PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

Pray for our members with health concerns:  
Devin Ruse Marcia Twarog Walker Byard  
Doris Braman Tammy Younger Sharon Whyte 
Sandy Metzger     Jerry Thomas  Adalyn Osborn 
Perry Tremble  Rich Schnell  Ken Bender 
 

Pray for friends with health concerns:  
Ella Layton Janice Haas Wendy Dieleman-Reid Karen Olson 
Shannon Reed Debbie Kahihikolo  Tim Robbin Brendan Harrison 
Hunter Sweet Jean Marttila Matthew Mason Kris Hammerbacher 
Paula Switala Brianna Dery              Scott Schell Karen McGuire 
Al Fox Cody Gee Howard Hackerd  Kay Tremble 
Jeri Christie Emmett Lynch Cathy Mueller Joan Behrman 
Greg Norgan Teresa Strehl Matthew Hackerd Donald Nelson 
Diane (Joyce Forro’s daughter) Brian Leja Mike Shillair 
 

 Please contact the office with any updates to the prayer list 

 

 
SHARING - of God’s gifts for January 28 and February 1 
 Budget Receipts                      $1,947.00 
 January MOM (Right to Life/Lutheran for Life) 70.00 
 February MOM (Lutheran Hour Ministries) 20.00 
 Backpack 10.00 
 
 Attendance for January 28 - 11 
   February 1 - 57 
 Needed for Budget in 2026 – $3,461.54per week 
 

 
       Convenient and secure ONLINE GIVING is available through TITHE.LY  
       giving portal. Scan the QR code to the left or go to our church website  
       at: www.stjohnaugres.org once there, click the link located on the   
       homepage. 

 

 

  

 

 

 



This week at St. John 
WOMEN OF THE WORD (WOW) – invite you to join them on Monday’s at 10am.  Women of any age 
are invited to join us as we study God’s Word. NOTE:  If the Au Gres-Sims School District is closed 
due to weather, WOW is also cancelled for the week. 
 
WEEKLY WEDNESDAY EVENING SERVICES – are being held. A short, spoken Holy Communion service 

will begin at 6:30 pm  

CHRIST 4 KIDS - Mark your calendars & invite friends to our next event on February 14th from 1-
3pm. Any questions can be directed to Pastor or Laura Daly. 

Mark Your Calendar 
SILENT BREAKFAST – Faith Lutheran Church in Prescott invite you to attend their Annual Silent 

Breakfast on Ash Wednesday (Feb 18) at 9:00am.   

LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS – There will be Soup Suppers, beginning at 5:15pm, each Wednesday 

before Lenten Services.   A sign-up sheet is on the table in the MPR.  We ask that the menu be kept 

simple: soup, crackers/bread, drink, and dessert.  Thank you in advance. 
 

 Mission Opportunities 
 

JANUARY MISSIONS OF THE MONTH – are Lutherans For Life of Michigan & Right to Life of 
Michigan.  They support life from conception through life’s end.  All life is sacred. 
 
AU GRES CHARITIES FOOD PANTRY NEEDS –dry cereal, chicken noodle soup, canned tuna or 
chicken, Mac N’ Cheese, Pancake mix, and canned potatoes, and hygiene items.  Items can be 
placed in the grocery cart in the fellowship hall.   
 
IS YOUR MONEY DOING DOUBLE DUTY? – With Church Extension Fund, your money has a double 
purpose. Your investment earns you interest and it builds churches and schools throughout 
Michigan. For more information, contact Bob Britt.  Current rates are posted on the bulletin board 
in the MPR. 

 

St. John Lutheran Church 
VOTERS MEETING AGENDA & POTBLESS 

When: Sunday, February 9, at approximately 10:15am immediately after our 9 am 
 Service.  Potbless to follow the meeting. 
Where: Fellowship Hall 

   Agenda: See Voter’s Booklet 
 



Scripture of the Week 
  Psalm 84 

1 How lovely is your dwelling place, 

    LORD Almighty! 
2 My soul yearns, even faints, 

    for the courts of the LORD; 

my heart and my flesh cry out 

    for the living God. 
3 Even the sparrow has found a home, 

    and the swallow a nest for herself, 

    where she may have her young— 

a place near your altar, 

    LORD Almighty, my King and my 

God. 
4 Blessed are those who dwell in your 

house; 

    they are ever praising you.[c] 
5 Blessed are those whose strength is in 

you, 

    whose hearts are set on pilgrimage. 
6 As they pass through the Valley of Baka, 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    they make it a place of springs; 

    the autumn rains also cover it with 

pools.[d] 
7 They go from strength to strength, 

    till each appears before God in Zion. 
8 Hear my prayer, LORD God Almighty; 

    listen to me, God of Jacob. 
9 Look on our shield,[e] O God; 

    look with favor on your anointed 

one. 
10 Better is one day in your courts 

    than a thousand elsewhere; 

I would rather be a doorkeeper in the 

house of my God 

    than dwell in the tents of the wicked. 
11 For the LORD God is a sun and shield; 

    the LORD bestows favor and honor; 

no good thing does he withhold 

    from those whose walk is blameless. 
12 LORD Almighty, 

    blessed is the one who trusts in you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 8 - “God loves you in your vulnerability so much that He subjected Himself 

to conform to a vulnerable human body. So today … remember that Jesus, in whom all 

things hold together, loves you, individually. He is fully present with you just as He was 

in His mother’s arms. God’s peace be with you this day, this night.”  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2084&version=NIV#fen-NIV-15264c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2084&version=NIV#fen-NIV-15266d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2084&version=NIV#fen-NIV-15269e

