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SERVING THE LORD
Sunday, December 21, 2025

Elder: Eric Schwiderson

Usher:  Charlie Appold

Trustee: Jim Fica

Liturgist and Preacher: Pastor Sean McNeil

This Week at St. John’s
Worship/HC — Advent IV
Coffee Hour/Fellowship
Bible Study in MPR
St. John Blood Drive
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service with Holy Communion
Christmas Day Service with Holy Communion
Worship/HC
Coffee Hour/Fellowship
Bible Study in MPR

WE WELCOME ALL TO GOD’S HOUSE TODAY - in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus

Christ. Please take a moment and fill out the “Welcome to Our Worship” pad in the brown
folder at the end of the pew. If you are visiting, please sign the guest register book in the
narthex. If you do not have a church home, we invite you to return every Sunday at 9:00am.

LARGEPRINT — copies of today’s service are available. Ask the greeter if you would like one.

SUNDAY COFFEE HOUR — We invite all to stay for coffee hour and fellowship after worship in
the fellowship hall. December hostess is Veronica Hiveley (989-876-8466) Please consider
calling and offering to help bring snacks or facilitate set up/clean up.

Cover artwork: © 2024 Edward Riojas, licensed through Concordia Publishing House.



814 O Bless the Lord, My Soul
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1 O bless the Lord, my soul! Let all with - in me join
2 O bless the Lord, my soul, Nor let His mer - cies

3 'Tis He for - gives thy sins; °'Tis He re - lieves thy pain;
4

lie

Hecrowns thy life with love ~ When ran - somed from the grave;
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And aid my tongue to bless His name Whose fa - vors are di - vine.

For-got-ten in  un-thank-ful - ness And with-out prais-es

’Tis He that heals thy sick-ness - es And makesthee young a - gain.

He that re-deemed my soul from hell Hath sov - ’reign pow’r to

5  He fills the poor with good;
He gives the suff’rers rest.
The Lord hath judgments for the proud
And justice for th’oppressed.

6  His wondrous works and ways
He made by Moses known,
But sent the world His truth and grace
By His belovéd Son.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Tune: Aaron Williams, 1731-76
Text and tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P] In the name of the Father and of the *J+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(P]  Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
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Kneel/Stand

Absolution

Stand

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive
the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first
consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in
thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father,
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life.
Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit

Psalm 19:1, 4-6; antiphon: Isaiah 45:8a
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Shower, O heavens, | from above,*

and let the clouds rain down | righteousness;
let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may | bear fruit;*

let the earth cause them | both to sprout.
The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God,*

and the sky above proclaims his | handiwork.
Their measuring line goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end | of the
world.*

In them he has set a tent | for the sun,
which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his | chamber,*

and, like a strong man, runs its | course with joy.
Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the | end of them,*

and there is nothing hidden | from its heat.



Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Shower, O heavens, | from above,*
and let the clouds rain down | righteousness;
let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may | bear fruit;*

let the earth cause them | both to sprout.

Kyrie LSB 204
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P) Letus pray.
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which
weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Sit

Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 18:15-19
15“The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your

brothers—it is to him you shall listen— '%just as you desired of the LORD your God at Horeb on
the day of the assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God or
see this great fire any more, lest I die.” '”And the LORD said to me, ‘They are right in what they
have spoken. '®I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I will
put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him. 'And whoever
will not listen to my words that he shall speak in my name, I myself will require it of him.””

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm

Epistle

'Praise the LORD!
I will give thanks to the LORD with my | whole heart,*
in the company of the upright, in the congre- | gation.
2Great are the works | of the LORD,*
studied by all who de- | light in them.
3Full of splendor and majesty | is his work,*
and his righteousness endures for- | ever.
“He has caused his wondrous works to be re- | membered;*
the LORD is gracious and | merciful.
He provides food for those who | fear him;*
he remembers his covenant for- | ever.
%He has shown his people the power | of his works,*
in giving them the inheritance of the | nations.
"The works of his hands are faith- | ful and just;*
all his precepts are | trustworthy;
8they are established forever and | ever,*
to be performed with faithfulness and up- | rightness.
He sent redemption to his people;
he has commanded his covenant for- | ever.*
Holy and awesome | is his name!
10The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;
all those who practice it have a good under- | standing.*

His praise endures for- | ever!

Psalm 111

; antiphon: v. 9

Philippians 4:4-7
“4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. SLet your reasonableness be known to
everyone. The Lord is at hand; °do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.



This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse
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These things are writ-ten that you may be-lieve that
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Holy Gospel Luke 1:39-56

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

3In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, *’and
she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. ' And when Elizabeth heard the
greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit,
“2and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of
your womb! 3 And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me?
#For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for
joy. ¥ And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to
her from the Lord.”

46And Mary said,

“My soul magnifies the Lord,
4Tand my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
“for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant.
For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed,



“for he who is mighty has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
50And his mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
S'He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts;
3%he has brought down the mighty from their thrones
and exalted those of humble estate;
3he has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he has sent empty away.
4He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
>3as he spoke to our fathers,
to Abraham and to his offspring forever.”

And Mary remained with her about three months and returned to her home.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.



Sit
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And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life *I- of the world to come. Amen.

y Soul, Now Praise Your Maker
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1 My soul, now praise your Mak - er! Let all with-in me
2 He of - fers all His trea - sure Of  jus - tice, truth, and
For as ten - der fa -  ther Has pit - y on his
His grace re-mains for - ev - ‘e And chil-dren’s chil - dren

bless His name Who makes you full par - tak - er Oof
righ - teous-ness, His love be-yond all mea - sure, His
chil - dren here, God in His arms will gath - er All
yet shall prove That God for-sakes them nev - er Who
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meek - ness Still bears with all  your sin, Who heals your ev - ’ry
mer - it But sets His an - ger by. The poor and con - trite
pow - ers, Who but from dust are made. We flour-ish like the
dwell - ing, His rule is o - ver all; O hosts with might ex -
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weak - ness, Re - news your life  with - in; Whose grace and
spir - it Finds His com-pas - sion nigh; And  high as
flow - ers, And € - ven SO we  fade; The wind but
cel - ling, With praise be - fore Him fall. Praise Him for -
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care are end - less And saved you through the past; Who
heav’n a - bove us, As dawn from close of day, So
through them pass - es, And all their bloom is o’er. We
ev - er reign - ing, All you who hear His Word— Our
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leaves no suf - f’rer friend - less But rights the wronged at last.
far, since He  has loved wus, He puts our sins a - way.
with - er like the grass - es; Our place knows us no more.

life  and all sus - tain - ing. My soul, O praise the Lord!
Text: Johann Gramann, 1487-1541; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Concentus novi, 1540, Augsburg
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

Stand

Prayer of the Church
Sit

Offering

Service of the Sacrament

Stand
Preface LSB 208
(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.



(P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so
freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love
shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on
Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen
from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin
and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and saying:

Sanctus LSB 208
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Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;

Heav’'n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Tru-ly  Dblest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
Text: Stephen P. Starke

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those



who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I-

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave
it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I« blood,

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in

remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini

Sit

(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.

10 Je - sus
20 Je - sus

Christ,
Christ,

true
true

Lamb
Lamb
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You take the sin of the world a way;
You take the sin of the world a way;
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(0] Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
Have mer - cy on us, Je sus Christ,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, (0] Lord, we pray.

Text: Stephen P. Starke

LSB 210
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352 Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord
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1 Let the earth now praise the Lord, Who has tru - ly
2 What the Fa - thers most de - sired, What the proph - ets’
3 A - bram’s prom - ised great re - ward, Zi - on’s help - er,
4 As Your com - ing was in peace, Qui - et, full of
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kept His word And at last to us did send
heart in - spired, What they longed for man - ya year,
Ja - cob’s Lord— Him of two - fold race be - hold—
gen - tle - ness, Let the same mind dwell in me
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Christ, the sin - ner’s help and friend.
Stands ful - filled in glo - 1y here.
Tru - ly came, as long fore - told.
Which  is Yours e - ter - nal - ly
5 Bruise for me the serpent’s head
That, set free from doubt and dread,
I may cling to You in faith,
Safely kept through life and death.
6  Then when You will come again
As the glorious king to reign,
I with joy will see Your face,
Freely ransomed by Your grace.
Text: Heinrich Held, 1620-59; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter
Text and tune: Public domain
624 The Infant Priest Was Holy Born
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1 The in - fant Priest was ho - ly bom For us un -
2 This great High Priest in hu - man flesh Was i - con
3The ho - ly Lamb wun-daunt - ed came To God’s own
4 But death would not the vic - tor Dbe Of Him who
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ho - ly and for - lorn; From flesh - ly tem - ple
of God’s righ - teous - ness.  His hal - lowed touch brought
al - tar lit with  flame; While weep - ing an - gels
hung up - on the  tree. He leads us to the
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forth came He, A - noint - ed from e - ter - ni -ty
sanc - ti - ty; His hand re-moved im - pu - 1 - ty.
hid their eyes, This Priest be - came a sac - ri - fice.
Ho - 1ly Place With - in the veil, be - fore God’s face.

5  The veil is torn, our Priest we see,
As at the rail on bended knee
Our hungry mouths from Him receive
The bread of immortality.

6  The body of God’s Lamb we eat,
A priestly food and priestly meat;
On sin-parched lips the chalice pours
His quenching blood that life restores.

7  With cherubim and seraphim
Our voices join the endless hymn,
And “Holy, holy, holy” sing
To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King.

Text: Chad L. Bird, 1970

Tune: Second Supplement to Psalmody in Miniature, 1778, London; adapt. Edward Miller, 1731-1807
Text: © 1997, 2003 Chad L. Bird. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002410

Tune: Public domain

623 Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray
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1 Lord Je - sus Christ, we hum-bly pray That we may
2 Give us, who share this won-drous food, Your bod - vy

3 By faith  Your Word has made us bold To seize the
4 One bread, one cup, one bod -y, we, Re - joic - ing

5 Lord Je - sus Christ, we hum-bly pray: O keep us
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feast on You to - day; Be - neath these forms of
bro - ken and Your blood, The grate - ful  peace of
gift of love re - told; All that You are we
in our u - ni - ty, Pro - claim Your love un -

stead - fast till  that  day When  each will be Your
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bread and wine En - rich us with Your grace di - vine.
sins for - giv’n, The cer - tain joys of heirs of heav’'n.
here re - ceive, And all we are to You we give.
til You come To bring Your scat - tered loved ones home.

wel - comed guest In heav - en’s high and ho - ly feast.
Text: Henry E. Jacobs, 1844-1932, alt.
Tune: Cantionale Germanicum, 1628, Gochsheim
Text and tune: Public domain

Stand
Nunc Dimittis LSB 211
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A light to lead the Gen - tiles Un -
For as in the be - gin - ning, Is
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to Your ho - ly hill, The glo - ry of Your
now, shall ev - er be, God’s tri - une name re -

l—pr—l—P—ﬂ—Pi—v—v.—n

L | | P | f | | | | | | | N |
B3 Em— l - — s o * o5 [
o > - | .
peo - ple, Your cho - sen Is - ra - el
sound - ing Through all e - ter - ni - ty

Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift,
and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Benedicamus LSB 212
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
Amen.

347 Comgort, Comfort Ye My People
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1 “Com - fort, com - fort ye My peo - ple, Speak ye peace,” thus
2 Yea, her sins our God will par - don, Blot - ting out each
3 Hark, the her - ald’s voice is cry - ing In the des - ert
4 Make vye straight what long was crook - ed; Make the rough - er
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saith our God; “Com-fort those who sit in dark-ness, Mourn-ing
dark mis-deed; All that well de-served His an - ger He no
far and near, Call - ing sin- ners to re - pen-tance, Since the
plac - es plain. Let your hearts be true and hum-ble, As be -
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‘neath their sor - rows’ load. Speak ye to Je - ru - sa-lem
more  will see or heed. She hath suf-fered man-ya day,
King - dom now is here. O that warn - ing cry o - bey!
fits His ho - ly vreign. For the glo - ry of the Lord
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Of the peace that waits for them; Tell her that her
Now  her griefs have passed a - way; God  will change her
Now  pre - pare for God a way; Let the  val - leys
Now o’er earth is shed a-broad, And all  flesh shall
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sins I cov - er And her war - fare now is o - ver”
pin - ing sad - ness In - to ev - er-spring-ing glad - ness.
rise to meet Him And the hills bow down to greet Him.
see the to - ken That His Word is nev - er bro - ken.

Text: Johann Olearius, 1611-84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois
Text and tune: Public domain
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Today at St. John
TAKE TIME TO CHECK — several things in the Multi-Purpose Room after our morning
worship service today:
e 2026 offering envelopes are in your mailbox
e Christmas cards from friends of St. John have been posted on the bulletin board
e Free items on the table under the bulletin board
e The 2026 Altar Flower Calendar — is located on the left bulletin board in the multi-
purpose room. Sign up as a memorial, to honor someone, etc. and it will be noted in
the weekly bulletin. Information regarding ordering & delivery is posted with the
calendar.




PRAYER CONCERNS @AY
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Pray for our members with health concerns: ['}jﬁe'fﬁ ﬂ
Devin Ruse Marcia Twarog Walker Byard ’. 1) %)
Doris Braman  Tammy Younger Sharon Whyte \ / Y
Sandy Metzger Jerry Thomas Adalyn Osborn 'v/]/G : ~~4-Q\\e
Perry Tremble  Rich Schnell Ken Bender Es

Pray for friends with health concerns:

Ella Layton Janice Haas Wendy Dieleman-Reid Karen Olson
Shannon Reed Debbie Kahihikolo  Tim Robbin Brendan Harrison
Hunter Sweet  Jean Marttila Matthew Mason Kris Hammerbacher
Paula Switala Brianna Dery Scott Schell Karen McGuire
Al Fox Cody Gee Howard Hackerd Kay Tremble

Jeri Christie Emmett Lynch Cathy Mueller Joan Behrman
Greg Norgan Teresa Strehl Matthew Hackerd Donald Nelson
Diane (Joyce Forro’s daughter) Mike Jones Mike Shillair

Brian Leja

Please contact the office with any updates to the prayer list

SHARING - of God’s gifts for December 3, 7, 10, & 14

Attendance for: Dec 3" — 35 Dec 7" — 63
Dec 10t — 30 Dec 141 — 60

Needed for Budget in 2024 — $2,98 1per week

(@] Convenientand secure ONLINE GIVING is available through TITHE.LY

i giving portal. Scan the QR code to the left or go to our church website
at: www.stjohnaugres.org once there, click the link located on the
homepage.




Upcoming Events at St. John

WOMEN OF THE WORD (WQOW) —is on a hiatus until after the first of the year. Watch the
future bulletins for when they will resume on Monday’s at 10am.

AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE — sponsored by St. John Lutheran Church, AuGres is
December 23, from noon to 4:45pm. Schedule an appointment, log on to
edCrossBlood.org and enter sponsor code: AuGres or call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-
2767). You may streamline your donation experience and save up to 15 minutes by visiting
RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass to complete your pre-donation reading and health history
guestions on the day of your appointment to donate. Everyone who is entered for a
chance to win a holiday gift basket, courtesy of our Ladies Aid.

CHRIST 4 KIDS — will be held on Saturday, January 10 from 1:00-3:00 pm. Any questions
can be directed to Laura Daly.

Mission Opportunities

DECEMBER’S MISSION OF THE MONTH — is Worship Anew. Since 1980, Worship Anew,
headquartered in Fort Wayne, Indiana, has been broadcasting weekly worship services for
aging adults who seek to help them live an abundant life in Christ.

FOOD BANK OF EASTERN MICHIGAN — We are hanging Christmas ornaments for the Food
Bank of Eastern Ml with your name on it in the window of the church office for the month
of December . Every $1 you donate equals 6 meal for our hungry neighbors. Checks may
be made out to the Food Bank of Eastern MI. Putting the number P710 in the memo
portion of your check insures the donation stays here in Au Gres.

AU GRES CHARITIES FOOD PANTRY —Here are the most pressing needs: dry cereal, chicken
noodle soup, Spaghetti O’s, Mac N’ Cheese, Pancake mix, spaghetti noodles, spaghetti
sauce, and canned potatoes. Items can be placed in the grocery cart in the fellowship hall.

THE CLOSET EXCHANGE — has been blessed with the gift of St. Paul Lutheran Church
building, as of January 1%t. There are some renovations and preparations that need to
happen before the actual move-in day of January 24t & 25™. We are hopeful that our
community will come together to help. The list of things needing to be done are located on
the bulletin board in the Multi-Purpose Room. You do not need to be a skilled carpenter to
lend a helping hand.




Goniptune of the Week

Psalm 24

'The earth is the LORD's, and everything in it,
the world, and all who live in it;
2for he founded it on the seas
and established it on the waters.
3*Who may ascend the mountain of the LORD?
Who may stand in his holy place?
4The one who has clean hands and a pure heart,
who does not trust in an idol
or swear by a false god.
> They will receive blessing from the LORD
and vindication from God their Savior.
6Such is the generation of those who seek him,
who seek your face, God of Jacob.
" Lift up your heads, you gates;
be lifted up, you ancient doors,
that the King of glory may come in.
8 Who is this King of glory?
The LORD strong and mighty,
the LORD mighty in battle.
? Lift up your heads, you gates;
lift them up, you ancient doors,
that the King of glory may come in.
®Who is he, this King of glory?
The LORD Almighty—
he is the King of glory.

Life Thoughts — The birth of the King of Glory (Psalm 24:7) is surrounded by the
messiness of human sin and intrigue (Matthew 1:18-25). As we rejoice that our Lord has
taken on our human likeness with all its sin and pain, being “descended from David
according to the flesh” (Romans 1:3), we can also rejoice that Jesus has sanctified every
human life, even those born in circumstances which are surrounded by sin and pain.




