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P.O. Box 763, 206 N Court St; Au Gres, MI 48703 

 
 

SERVING THE LORD 
Sunday, April 5, 2026 

SOS: Linda Byard   Elder: Eric Schwiderson 
Greeter: Laura Daly   Usher: Charlie Appold 
Altar Care: Vicki Huber   Trustee: Jim Fica 
Liturgist and Preacher: Pastor Sean McNeil  Bulletin: Sandra Jantzi 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
SUN (4/5) 9:00am Easter Sunday - Worship/Holy Communion 
 10:15am Easter Breakfast 
  Mites Collected 
WED (4/8) 6:30pm Mid-Week Worship/HC 
SUN (4/12) 9:00am Worship/HC 
 10:15am Coffee Hour/Fellowship 
  Blood Pressure Clinic 
  Bible Study in MPR  
   

WE WELCOME ALL TO GOD’S HOUSE TODAY – in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
Please take a moment and fill out the “Welcome to Our Worship” pad in the brown folder at 
the end of the pew.  If you are visiting, please sign the guest register book in the narthex.  If 
you do not have a church home, we invite you to return every Sunday at 9:00am.  
 

LARGEPRINT – copies of today’s service are available in the Narthex. Ask the greeter if you 
would like a copy to follow along with today’s service. 
 

EASTER FLOWERS TO ADORN OUR CHURCH – were placed by Linda Daly in memory of 
Larry, Vicki Huber in memory of Roger, and Charlie and Cheryl Appold in memory of their 
parents. Flowers were placed in honor of family by John and Jane Bourdeau, Bob and Carol 
Britt, Jim and Linda Fica, Jim and Sharon Hiveley, Veronica Hiveley, Tim and Jean Hogan, 
Jim and Pat Metzger, Marily Williamson, and Debbie Sumera.  The large Easter lily on the 
altar was purchased by St. John Ladies Aid.    
 
EASTER BREAKFAST – we invite everyone to stay and enjoy an Easter breakfast made and 
served by the men of St. John, immediately following this morning’s worship service. 
 



At the bell toll, all rise and face the Processional Cross 
 

Pastor: st. 1 

 

 

 
Text: German, 12th–15th cent.; tr. Martin L. Seltz, 1909–67, alt. Tune: Latin, c. 1100; Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1533, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug 
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002410 Tune: Public domain 

 

457 Jesus Christ Is Risen Today  

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Lyra Davidica, 1708, London, alt.; (sts. 1–3): Latin, 14th cent.; (st. 4): Charles Wesley, 1707–88 
Tune: Lyra Davidica, 1708, London Text and tune: Public domain 



 

Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 

Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of 

my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Stand 

 
 

 

 



Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 8:1, 5–6, 9; antiphon: Luke 24:5b–6b 

 

He is risen! Alle- | luia!* 

 Why do you seek the living among the dead? Alle- | luia! 

Remember how he told you, Alle- | luia,* 

 that the Son of Man must be crucified and on the third day rise. Alle- | luia! 

O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in | all the earth!* 

 You have set your glory above the | heavens. 

Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly | beings* 

 and crowned him with glory and | honor. 

You have given him dominion over the works | of your hands;* 

 you have put all things under | his feet. 

O | LORD, our Lord,* 

 how majestic is your name in | all the earth! 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

He is risen! Alle- | luia!* 

 Why do you seek the living among the dead? Alle- | luia! 

Remember how he told you, Alle- | luia,* 

 that the Son of Man must be crucified and on the third day rise. Alle- | luia! 

 

Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God the Father, through Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, You have 

overcome death and opened the gate of everlasting life to us. Grant that we, who celebrate 

with joy the day of our Lord’s resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin by Your 

life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Job 19:23–27 

23“Oh that my words were written! 

 Oh that they were inscribed in a book! 
24Oh that with an iron pen and lead 

 they were engraved in the rock forever! 
25For I know that my Redeemer lives, 

 and at the last he will stand upon the earth. 
26And after my skin has been thus destroyed, 

 yet in my flesh I shall see God, 
27whom I shall see for myself, 

 and my eyes shall behold, and not another. 

 My heart faints within me!” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 5:6–8 
 6Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? 
7Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you really are unleavened. For 

Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 8Let us therefore celebrate the festival, not with 

the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 



548 Thanks to Thee, O Christ, Victorious 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634–1703; tr. George A. T. Rygh, 1860–1942 
Tune: Johann Schop, c. 1590–1667 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Holy Gospel Mark 16:1–8 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixteenth chapter. 

  
  

 1When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Salome 

bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. 2And very early on the first day of the week, 
when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3And they were saying to one another, “Who will 

roll away the stone for us from the entrance of the tomb?” 4And looking up, they saw that the 

stone had been rolled back—it was very large. 5And entering the tomb, they saw a young man 

sitting on the right side, dressed in a white robe, and they were alarmed. 6And he said to them, 

“Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; he is not here. 



See the place where they laid him. 7But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going before you 

to Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.” 8And they went out and fled from the 

tomb, for trembling and astonishment had seized them, and they said nothing to anyone, for they 

were afraid. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 



Sit 

 

458 Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Here our true Paschal Lamb we see, 

    Whom God so freely gave us; 

He died on the accursèd tree— 
    So strong His love—to save us. 

See, His blood now marks our door; 

Faith points to it; death passes o’er, 

    And Satan cannot harm us. 

        Alleluia! 



 

6 So let us keep the festival 

    To which the Lord invites us; 

Christ is Himself the joy of all, 

    The sun that warms and lights us. 

Now His grace to us imparts 

Eternal sunshine to our hearts; 

    The night of sin is ended. 

        Alleluia! 

 

7 Then let us feast this Easter Day 

    On Christ, the bread of heaven; 

The Word of grace has purged away 

    The old and evil leaven. 

Christ alone our souls will feed; 

He is our meat and drink indeed; 

    Faith lives upon no other! 

        Alleluia! 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Richard Massie, 1800–87, alt. 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Stand 

 

Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 



Sit 

 

Offering 
 

Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
Preface LSB 194 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we bound to praise 

You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, 

who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He has destroyed death, 

and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, 

Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and 

with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 

You and saying: 



Sanctus LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 
P Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

C For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave 

it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 

 



Pax Domini LSB 197 

 
  

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Sit 

 

Distribution 
473 Our Paschal Lamb, That Sets Us Free 
474 Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen 
465 Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds 
466 Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia 
482 This Joyful Eastertide 

 
Stand 

 



Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 

 
  



 
 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 

and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 

toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 
  

 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

 
  

 
 

Benediction LSB 202 

 

 

 



  

 
 

633 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing 

 

 

 
 

5 Mighty Victim from the sky,   6     Now no more can death appall, 

Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie;          Now no more the grave enthrall; 

You have conquered in the fight,            You have opened paradise, 

You have brought us life and light.          And Your saints in You shall rise. 

    Alleluia!          Alleluia! 

 

7 Easter triumph, Easter joy!    8     Father, who the crown shall give, 

This alone can sin destroy;           Savior, by whose death we live, 

From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free,          Spirit, guide through all our days: 

Newborn souls in You to be.          Three in One, Your name we praise. 

    Alleluia!          Alleluia! 
 
 
Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814–68, alt. 
Tune: Kirchengeseng, 1566, Ivancice 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

Pray for our members with health concerns:  
Devin Ruse Marcia Twarog Walker Byard  
Doris Braman Tammy Younger Sharon Whyte 
Sandy Metzger     Jerry Thomas  Adalyn Osborn 
Perry Tremble  Rich Schnell  Ken Bender 
 

Pray for friends with health concerns:  
Ella Layton Janice Haas Wendy Dieleman-Reid Karen Olson 
Shannon Reed Debbie Kahihikolo  Tim Robbin Brendan Harrison 
Hunter Sweet Jean Marttila Matthew Mason Kris Hammerbacher 
Paula Switala Brianna Dery              Scott Schell Karen McGuire 
Al Fox Cody Gee Howard Hackerd  Kay Tremble 
Jeri Christie Emmett Lynch Cathy Mueller Joan Behrman 
Greg Norgan Teresa Strehl Matthew Hackerd Mike Shillair 
Diane (Joyce Forro’s daughter) Brian Leja 
  

Any changes to the prayer list can be emailed to Sandra:   

office@stjohnaugres.com or text 989-310-3652 

 

Today at St. John 
LWML MITES – are accepted the first Sunday of each month.  If you wish to save mites 
throughout the month, please take a mite box. Bring your mite box or drop any spare 
change for needed missions in the large LWML box located in the gathering/narthex area 
today. 
 

BOOKSHELF ADDITION:  “Finally Free: Three Lessons in the Parable of the Prodigal Son” 
Author Bryan Wolfmueller uses the well-known parable of the prodigal son to show us that 
we each have a sinful flesh that would love to wander from the Father’s house and do 
whatever we want. Each chapter focuses on a slavery and shows how Jesus has set us free 
through His suffering, death, and resurrection.   This book is available for purchase for $5.  
If interested, contact Pastor McNeil. 
 

This week at St. John 
WOMEN OF THE WORD (WOW) – Is on hiatus until April 20th. 
 



WEEKLY WEDNESDAY EVENING SERVICES – are being held. A short, spoken Holy 

Communion service will begin at 6:30 pm.  If you cannot attend on Sunday morning, we 

invite you to join us.  

Mark Your Calendar 

BLOOD PRESSURE CLINIC – is the second Sunday of the month, (next Sunday) after worship.  
This FREE service is provided by our parish nurse, Kim Easterle, as well as Charlie Appold.    
 

CHRIST 4 KIDS – the next Christ for kids will be Saturday, April 25th, 1-3PM.  Invite your 
friends and neighbors! 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2026 – “Tropical Trek: Jesus Comes to Seek and Save.”  July 6th – 

10th from 6-8pm. Watch for more announcements in upcoming newsletters and bulletins. 

Mission Opportunities 
 

APRIL MISSIONS OF THE MONTH – is for CAN Council.  Their centers serve as a voice and 
advocate for children throughout Arenac, Bay, Huron, and Saginaw Counties. Together, we 
will build a future where the innocence of childhood is preserved, where families are 
strengthened, and where every child knows they are loved, valued, and worthy of 
protection. 
 

AU GRES CHARITIES FOOD PANTRY NEEDS –Chicken Noodle Soup and Peanut butter.  Items 
can be placed in the grocery cart in the fellowship hall.   
 

SHARING - of God’s gifts for March 22, 25, and 29 
  Budget Receipts                      $2,609 
  Backpack Program 100.00 
  March MOM (Harbor Lights Pregnancy Cntr) 100.00 
  Pennies for Seminary 20.01  
 

             Attendance for: March 22 - 50; March 25 - 37; March 29 - 65 

 Needed for Budget in 2026 – $3,461.54per week 
 

       Convenient and secure ONLINE GIVING is available through TITHE.LY  
       giving portal. Scan the QR code to the left or go to our church website  
       at: www.stjohnaugres.org once there, click the link located on the   
       homepage. 



Scripture of the Week 
Psalm 16 

1 Keep me safe, my God, 

    for in you I take refuge. 
2 I say to the LORD, “You are my Lord; 

    apart from you I have no good thing.” 
3 I say of the holy people who are in the land, 

    “They are the noble ones in whom is all my delight.” 
4 Those who run after other gods will suffer more and more. 

    I will not pour out libations of blood to such gods 

    or take up their names on my lips. 
5 LORD, you alone are my portion and my cup; 

    you make my lot secure. 
6 The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; 

    surely I have a delightful inheritance. 
7 I will praise the LORD, who counsels me; 

    even at night my heart instructs me. 
8 I keep my eyes always on the LORD. 

    With him at my right hand, I will not be shaken. 
9 Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; 

    my body also will rest secure, 
10 because you will not abandon me to the realm of the dead, 

    nor will you let your faithful[b] one see decay. 
11 You make known to me the path of life; 

    you will fill me with joy in your presence, 

    with eternal pleasures at your right hand. 

 

 

April 5 “As Christians, we rejoice in the Savior who shines light on our lives when we only 

expected inky blackness. May God’s strong Word remind us that the fullness of life is meant to 

be lived in the light. In our weakness, may the Lord bring alongside us faithful brothers and 

sisters to proclaim that God is light and life to us, and let us walk in the light as He is in the light 

(1 John 1:7). In Jesus we have light, and to have light is to have life. May we rejoice in 

proclaiming the message of Jesus as the Apostle John did. Thanks be to God that He is light, and 

He shines in the darkness.”  

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2016&version=NIV#fen-NIV-14103b

