ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH

PO Box 763, 206 N. Court St.

Au Gres, Ml 48703
Missouri Synod

Misericordias Domini Sunday
(The Steadfast Love of the Lord)

Sunday Worship- 9:00 am
Wednesday Worship - 6:30 pm

Pastor Sean McNeil Church Phone: 989-876-8910
Phone: 231-750-2294 office@stjohnaugres.com
Office Hours: Wednesday 8 am- 12 pm



ST. JOHN LUTHER AN CHURCH

P.O. Box 763, 206 N Court St; Au Gres, Ml 48703

SERVING THE LORD
Sunday, April 19, 2026

SOS: Linda Byard Elder: Denny Klein
Greeter: Cheryl Appold Usher: Charlie Appold
Altar Care: Jane Bourdeau Trustee: Jim Hiveley
Liturgist and Preacher: Pastor Sean McNeil Bulletin: Sandra Jantzi

This Week at St. John’s

SUN (4/19) 9:00 am Worship/Holy Communion
10:15 am Coffee Hour/Fellowship
Bible Study
MON (4/20) 10:00 am Women of the Word Bible Study
TUE (4/21) 12 -5pm Blood Drive
TUE (4/21) 1:00 pm  Ladies Aid
WED (4/22) 6:30 pm Mid-Week Worship/HC
FRI (4/24) 1:00 pm Ladies Card Party
SAT (4/25) 1-3pm Christ 4 Kids
SUN (4/26) 9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Coffee Hour/Fellowship
Bible Study

WE WELCOME ALL TO GOD’S HOUSE TODAY — in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Please take a moment and fill out the “Welcome to Our Worship” pad in the brown folder at
the end of the pew. If you are visiting, please sign the guest register book in the narthex. If
you do not have a church home, we invite you to return every Sunday at 9:00am.

LARGEPRINT — copies of today’s service are available in the Narthex. Ask the greeter if you
would like a copy to follow along with today’s service.

SUNDAY COFFEE HOUR — We invite all to stay for coffee hour and fellowship after worship in
the fellowship hall. Our April hostesses are Cheryl Appold 989-254-0164 and Veronica
Hiveley 989-876-8466. Please consider calling and offering to help bring snacks or facilitate
set up/clean up.




666 O Little Flock, Fear Not the Foe
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1 O It - tle flock, fear not the foe Who mad - ly
2 Be of good cheer; your cause be - longs To Him who
3 As true as God’s own Word is true, Not earth nor
4 A-men, Lord Je - sus, grant our prayer; Great Cap - tain,
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seeks  your o - ver-throw; Dread not his rage and pow’r.
can a - venge your wrongs; Leave it to Him, our Lord.
hell’s sa - tan - ic crew A - gainst us shall pre- vail.
now Thine arm make bare, Fight for us once a - gain!
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And thoughyour cour -  age some-times faints, His seem-ing
Though hid - den yet from mor - tal eyes, His Gid - eon
Their might? A joke, a mere fa - cade! God is with
So shall Thy saints and mar - tyrs raise A might-y
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tri - umph o’er God’s saints Lasts but a lit - tle hour
shall for you a - rise, Up - hold you and His Word.
us and we with God— Our vic - try can-not fail
cho - rus to Thy praise For - ev - er-more. A - men.

Text: Jacob Fabricius, 1593-1654; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: German, 1534, Nirnberg
Text and tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P) In the name of the Father and of the *} Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(P} Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
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(P) TIsaid, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Kneel/Stand
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

(P] O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I
have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment.
But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful
being.

(P]  Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of
my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Stand

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 33:1, 18-20, antiphon: vv. 5b, 6a
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The earth is full of the steadfast love of the LORD. Alle- | luia.*
By the word of the LORD the heavens were made. Alle- | luia.
Shout for joy in the LORD, O you | righteous!*
Praise befits the | upright.
Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who | fear him,*
on those who hope in his | steadfast love,
that he may deliver their | soul from death*
and keep them alive in | famine.
Our soul waits | for the LORD;*
he is our help | and our shield.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*




is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
The earth is full of the steadfast love of the LORD. Alle- | luia.*
By the word of the LORD the heavens were made. Alle- | luia.

Kyrie

Lord, have @ mer -cy up - on us. Christ, have mer -cy up -
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1 — Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose
2 Pow - €r, rich - es, wis-dom,and strength, and
3 Sing with all the peo - ple of God, and
4 Bless - ing, hon -or, glo - ry, and might be to
5 For the Lamb___ who was slain has be -
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blood set us free to be peo - ple of God. Refrain
hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are His. Refrain
join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion:  Sianza 4
God and the Lamb for -ev-er. A - men. Refrain

gun His reign. Al -1le - lu - ia.  Final Refrain
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A u Final Refrain — —

This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P) The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

(P] Letus pray.
O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen world. Grant to Your
faithful people, rescued from the peril of everlasting death, perpetual gladness and eternal
joys; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.
Sit

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 34:11-16
1“For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will seek

them out. '>As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have been
scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where they have
been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. '*And I will bring them out from the
peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land. And I will
feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the
country. '*I will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their
grazing land. There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall feed
on the mountains of Israel. '°I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make
them lie down, declares the Lord Gob. '°I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed,
and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I will
destroy. I will feed them in justice.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Epistle

1 Peter 2:21-25
2IFor to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an

example, so that you might follow in his steps. ?He committed no sin, neither was deceit found
in his mouth. 2When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not
threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. >*He himself bore our sins in
his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have
been healed. 2°For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and
Overseer of your souls.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia LSB 190
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Al-le -lu - ia. Alle-lu - ija. Alle-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel John 10:11-16
(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.
12He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming
and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. '*He flees because
he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. '“I am the good shepherd. I know my own and
my own know me, °just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life
for the sheep. 'And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they
will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

Nicene Creed

I believe in one God,



the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

Sit

709 The L(ing
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the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life *I- of the world to come. Amen.

of Love My Shepherd Is
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The King of love my shep - herd is,  Whose good - ness
Where streams of liv - ing wa - ter flow, My ran - somed
Per - verse and fool - ish oft I strayed, But yet in

In death’s dark vale I fear no il With Thee, dear
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fail - eth nev - er; I noth - ing lack if
soul He lead - eth And, where the ver - dant
love He  sought me  And on His shoul - der
Lord, be - side me, Thy rod and  staff my
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I am His And He is mine for - ev - er.
pas - tures grow, With food ce - les - tial feed - eth.
gent - ly laid And home re - joic - ing brought me.
com - fort still, Thy cross be - fore to guide me.
5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
Thine unction grace bestoweth;
And, oh, what transport of delight
From Thy pure chalice floweth!
6  And so through all the length of days
Thy goodness faileth never;
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise
Within Thy house forever!
Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821-77
Tune: Irish, c. 18th cent.
Text and tune: Public domain
Sermon
Stand
Offertory LSB 192
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Sit
Offering
Stand

Prayer of the Church

Service of the Sacrament

Sacrament Confession — We, as a congregation of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod,
believe that Holy Communion is a divinely instituted sacrament in which Jesus Christ grants
to the communicant His true body and blood under the forms of bread and wine. We invite
all who are confirmed Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod Lutherans, who have repented of
their sins, and trust in Jesus’ words, “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins”, to
commune with us. Those who are members of other Christian congregations and desire to
attend Holy Communion are asked to speak with an elder or the Pastor prior to the service.

Preface
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P Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them up un - to the Lord.

P) Let us give thanks un - to the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to do.

(P) Tt is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we bound to
praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very
Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He
has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting life. Therefore
with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with
angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 195
o) | Rl I
1 | | } I - { | | . 1T T T 7
XY | | T [T | | } — I } é T el B
[ T L 1 T T
Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly LordGod of Sab - a-oth;
o) , ‘ , , ‘ |
1 I T T Il T | g T T I
Y bl bl b e = | | T I | T
Q) I T I 1 I
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 196
(P}  Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197
(P]  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I-
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave
it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 197
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.
Sit
Distribution

531 Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus
692 Praise to You and Adoration
761 Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me

711 Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us

Stand

Nunc Dimittis
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which Thou hast pre - pared be - fore the face of all people,
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Thanksgiving LSB 200
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O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
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and His mercy endureth for - ev

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift,
and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.



(P The Lord be with you.
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And with thy  spir - it.
Benedicamus LSB 202
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Thanks be to God.
Benediction LSB 202
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A-men, a-men, a - men.



864 Shepft\erd of Tender Youth
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1 Shep-herd  of ten - der youth, Guid - ing in
2 You are the ho - ly Lord, (0] all - sub -
3 You are the great High  Priest; You have pre -
40 ev - er be our guide, Our  shep - herd,
5 So now, and till we die, Sound we  Your
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love and  truth Through de - vious ways; Christ, our tri -
du - ing Word, Heal - er of strife. ~ Your - self You
pared the  feast of ho - ly love; And in our
and our pride, Our staff and song. Je - sus, O
prais - es high And joy - ful sing: In - fants and
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um - phant king, We come  Your name to sing
did a - base That from  sin’s deep dis - grace
mor - tal pain None  calls on You in vain;
Christ of God, By Your en - dur - ing Word
all the throng, Who to the Church be - long,
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And here our chil - dren bring To join  Your praise.
You so might save our race And give us life.
Our plea do not dis -dain; Help from a - bove.
Lead us where You have trod; Make our faith strong.
U - nite to swell the song To  Christ, our  king!

Text: attr. Clement of Alexandria, c. 170-c. 220; tr. Henry M. Dexter, 1821-90, alt.
Tune: Felice de Giardini, 1716-96
Text and tune: Public domain
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Pray for our members with health concerns:

Devin Ruse
Doris Braman
Sandy Metzger
Perry Tremble

Marcia Twarog
Tammy Younger
Jerry Thomas
Rich Schnell

Pray for friends with health concerns:
Ella Layton Janice Haas
Shannon Reed Debbie Kahihikolo
Hunter Sweet  Jean Marttila

PRAYER CONCERNS Q.A‘? &
Qi
Walker Byard [ ] \nl
Sharon Whyte ) \ v/ /2]
Adalyn Osborn f ! % e‘-”
Ken Bender ‘74/ : \\\
Ges 1
Wendy Dieleman-Reid Karen Olson
Tim Robbin Brendan Harrison
Matthew Mason Kris Hammerbacher
Scott Schell Karen McGuire

Paula Switala Brianna Dery
Al Fox Cody Gee

Jeri Christie Emmett Lynch
Greg Norgan Teresa Strehl
Diane (Joyce Forro’s daughter)

Pray for safety:

Howard Hackerd
Cathy Mueller
Matthew Hackerd
Brian Leja

Kay Tremble
Joan Behrman
Mike Shillair

TSGT Grametbauer, Sean E. — grandson of Gloria Grametbauer, stationed in the Middle
East for 6 months, in the medical division.

[

Any changes to the prayer list can be emailed to Sandra:
office@stjohnaugres.com or text 989-310-3652

]

SHARING - of God’s gifts for April 12

Attendance for: April 12 - 42

Needed for Budget in 2026 — $3,461.54per week

homepage.

Convenient and secure ONLINE GIVING is available through TITHE.LY
giving portal. Scan the QR code to the left or go to our church website
at: www.stjohnaugres.org once there, click the link located on the




Today at St. John

LIKE AND SUBSCRIBE! — did you know that our services are often recorded and posted on
YouTube? By subscribing to our channel, you make us more visible, and it helps spread the
Word of God. Although not the same as attending in person, it is a way to stay connected
when you are traveling out of town. Our channel is: @stjohnsaugres8759

2026 ALTAR FLOWER CALENDAR — is located on the left bulletin board in the multi-purpose
room. Sign up as a memorial, to honor someone, etc. and it will be noted in the weekly
bulletin. You may get your arrangement from Beyond the Gates, Jean Gates designer, 989-
653-0406, or a florist of your choice. Checks to be made out to Jean Gates. Bring your
flowers in on Saturday/ Sunday morning or have them delivered.

This week at St. John

WOMEN OF THE WORD (WOW) — all women are invited to join us Monday at 10:00 am as
we study God’s Word together. We will be continuing a study of “The Way of Sorrows”.

AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE — sponsored by St. John Lutheran Church, Au Gres is
April 21st, from noon to 4:45pm. Schedule an appointment by logging in to
edCrossBlood.org and enter sponsor code: AuGres or call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-
2767). You may streamline your donation experience and save up to 15 minutes by visiting
RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass to complete your pre-donation reading and health history
guestions on the day of your appointment to donate.

LADIES AID MEETING — All ladies are invited to join us on Tuesday at 1pm. Our hostesses
for April are Vicki Huber and Roxanne Klein

WEEKLY WEDNESDAY EVENING SERVICES — A short, spoken Holy Communion service will
begin at 6:30 pm. We especially invite you to join us if you cannot attend on Sunday

morning.

LADIES CARD PARTY — all ladies are invited from 1-4pm on Friday, April 24 for various card
games in the multipurpose room. Enjoy a fun afternoon out with your sisters in Christ for a
little competition, fellowship and snacks.

CHRIST 4 KIDS —the next Christ for Kids will be Saturday, April 25th, 1-3PM. Invite your
friends and neighbors! The theme will be Mother’s Day.



Mark Your Calendar

VOTER’S MEETING — Join us on May 3" following the morning worship service. A Potbless
will following the meeting.

FUNERAL CLASS — will be held by Pastor McNeil on June 14t at 6:30 pm. Sign up on the
sheet by the doors in the Narthex.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2026 — “Tropical Trek: Jesus Comes to Seek and Save.” July 6t —
10t from 6-8pm. Registration forms are on the table in the Narthex. Consider who you can
invite to come.

Mission Opportunities

APRIL MISSION OF THE MONTH — is for CAN Council. Their centers serve as a voice and
advocate for children throughout Arenac, Bay, Huron, and Saginaw Counties. Together, we
will build a future where the innocence of childhood is preserved, where families are
strengthened, and where every child knows they are loved, valued, and worthy of
protection.

AU GRES CHRISTIAN CHARITIES FOOD PANTRY NEEDS —Chicken Noodle Soup and Peanut
butter. Items can be placed in the grocery cart in the fellowship hall.

WHAT A FEELING! — With a Church Extension Fund investment, you feel good knowing your
money is serving the Lord, while earning a competitive interest rate. It helps build facilities

in which people can be nurtured in the faith of Jesus Christ. For more information, contact

our congregational representative, Bob Britt, or call 800-242-3944.

PENNIES FOR THE SEMINARY — We are collecting pennies to send to the seminary, helping
to equip future pastors. You may drop your donation in the wood box near the doors in
the fellowship hall. “So, let each one give as he purposes in his heart” 2 Corinthians 9:7.

CAN TABS — We continue to save can tabs from pop cans, soups, etc. You may place them
in the container labeled CAN TABS in the multi-purpose room on the back table. They are
donated to St. Jude Children’s Hospital.

THE CLOSET EXCHANGE — has now moved into their new building (former St. Paul Church
building). If you are interested in finding out how you can help serve the children of our
community, contact them by email: ittakesavillagearenac@gmail.com or call 989-820-5122.




St. John Lutheran Church

VOTERS MEETING AGENDA & POTBLESS

When: Sunday, May 3

Time: Approximately 10:15am
Immediately after our 9 am service & coffee hour

Where: Fellowship Hall
Topics

e Pastoral Housing Allowance
e Mission of the Month
e Additional topics

Please let Sandra know of any additional topics that need to be on the agenda.

Thanks,
Sandra

( Pick up your copy of the Voter’s Meeting Packet from the table in the Narthex. Be sure
to bring it with you to the Voter’s Meeting on May 3. I

! Join us for a Potbless following the Voter’s Meeting. Bring your favorite dish to pass :
and enjoy a time of fellowship with each other. I

\ .
e e e — —



Goniplwre of the Week

Psalm 23

A psalm of David.

1The Lorp is my shepherd, | lack nothing.
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures,
he leads me beside quiet waters,
3 he refreshes my soul.
He guides me along the right paths
for his name’s sake.
4 Even though | walk
through the valley of the shadow of death,
| will fear no evil,
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff,
they comfort me.
3 You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies.
You anoint my head with oll;
my cup overflows.

6 Surely your goodness and love will follow me

all the days of my life,
and | will dwell in the house of the LORD
forever.

child into a relationship with Him.”

\_

April 19 “Sin has made an impact on human conception: Babies are conceived that the
parents do not want, and parents who desperately want children do not conceive. Yet, I do
not believe for one moment that there is ever an unplanned pregnancy. God personally
knows every child even before conception. He has a plan to create, redeem, and call that
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