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Call Your Seelsorger!
By: Pastor Sean McNeil

Seelsorger

[ masculine]

noun
/'ze:1zorge/
A German term for a spiritual caregiver, pastor, or chaplain, literally translating to "carer of the soul".

No, I haven’t been reading too much Dr. Seuss to my two-year-old (though I do highly recommend O#,
the Things You Can Think). A Seelsorger is a real thing. You have one, and he’s writing to you right now. God
has placed me here to be the carer of your souls. That means a few things for Pastor and people.

First, I have terrible responsibility. The Almighty has commissioned this poor sinner to give out his
medicine of Word and Sacrament. You need the law, but you all need it applied in different ways. You need a
lot of Gospel, but you all have different wounds, and I need to apply the salve correctly. And in the midst of all
this, I must be ever so careful to never speak my word or ideas, but solely the Word of God. God will judge me
on how I shepherd his people. I must never forget that.

Second, this means I actually do care for you. I have been placed here to be present for you in Persona
Christi: in the person of Christ. The idea is that you can come to your pastor and speak to him as if you would
Christ. It also means that I care for you as Christ does. Of course, I’'m not Jesus, and my love for all of you is
imperfect. But God does give that love, concern, and frankly, anxiety for a congregation to his pastors. St. John
Chrysostom, a 4th-century bishop, once preached to his congregation, “My dear flock, I am prepared to be
sacrificed for you Ten Thousand times.” Every day, I must be ready to sacrifice on behalf of my flock. I must
sacrifice my time, sleep, hobbies, wants, and yes, needs for you. And you should demand that of me and any
other pastor you have. That’s the love of Christ, self-giving, sacrificial love.

So, what can you do for me?


https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/help/codes.html

I don’t want a raise. I don’t want praise. I don’t want you to follow me.
I want you to follow Christ. I want you to know the love of Christ and him crucified. I want you to love
Christ. I want you to look at the man in vestments on Sunday or Wednesday and see Christ. I want you to
receive his word, his sacrament, his Law and Gospel. Let me give you Christ. Allow me to be your Seelsorger.
And that does mean coming to Church, attending Bible Study, and helping the functions of this
congregation. But it also means communicating with your Seelsorger. Tell me if you don’t like me. I can take it.
Tell me if you are concerned with what I say or do. And tell me what ails you, because I can’t be a good soul
doctor if I don’t know where Satan, the world, and your sinful flesh have wounded you. So, consider this cheat
sheet. It’s a bit tongue-in-cheek, but I do mean it. This is the best way to help me be your Seelsorger.
Call Your Pastor If...
e T have sins that haunt me
e Someone has sinned against me that I can’t forgive
e I’m in the Hospital for:
o A minor surgery
o A major surgery
o A scary prognosis
o I’ve been admitted
e Ifdeath is near
e My marriage is struggling
o [ have problems with the kids
o I have theological questions
e T have a bone to pick with Pastor
o If I stubbed my little toe
o Ifthe cat sneezes
e Ifyou think to yourself, “I should call pastor...” Then call your Pastor!!!

o Text or Call 231-750-2294



Mark Your Calendars!
You won't want to miss this event!

July 6th-10%
6:00 - 8:00 pm

More information will be coming soon.
Watch future newsletters and Sunday morning bulletins.



I HAVE

We welcome our newest o e Y ,. N
member to St. John by ' i
rite of Holy Baptism.

Nevaeh Laine Cook
daughter of Jordyn & Brad Cook
Was baptized on February 7, 2027

By Pastor Sean McNeil

Mark your calendar for the
A next Christ 4 Kids event:
% Saturday, March 21st 1-3pm.
- Theme: St. Patrick’s Day

s |
TN

Christ 4 Kids was held on February 14, and we had 11 children in attendance! Pastor had a devotion on

love. Christ on the Cross is Love! We painted rocks, made Valentine ornaments, did a word search, color by
number, and decorated cookies and marshmallows for Fellowship on Sunday. Snack was a Valentine trail mix.



Catechism Corner

The Lord’s Supper

“Truth Himself speaks truly or there’s nothing true”. --Adoro Te Devote, St. Thomas Aquinas

We have come through the Word and the water in Holy Baptism, children of God. We have learned that
we can come to a pastor, privately or corporately, confess our sins, and have them absolved. Now we come to
the pinnacle of the Catechism, the Holy Supper of our Lord.

Lutherans are weird when it comes to the Holy Supper. We are the only Christian tradition (apart from
maybe the Eastern Orthodox) that doesn’t try to make sense of the thing. We say that ‘is” means ‘is.” We don’t
try to figure out how. We don’t try to make it out to be spiritual or metaphorical. We simply fall down on our
knees and say, “Amen, Lord, it is as you say. This bread is your true body. This wine is your true blood.” Thus,
the quote at the top of this article.

So, we believe that what we receive from the Altar on Sunday is indeed Christ himself in the flesh. But
to what end? Our Lord tells us in the very words of the institution, “Given and shed for the forgiveness of your
sins.” The Sacrament not only brings you into communion with Christ in the flesh, but it brings his forgiveness
to you. It brings forgiveness because the body and blood that hung on the cross to win our forgiveness is on the
altar.

This is serious stuff. This is why we take communion seriously. We come to receive it in an orderly
fashion; we kneel, pray, and are quiet. This is why I conduct the Service of the Sacrament the way I do, because
the incarnate Son of God is physically in our midst to forgive our sins. Allow me to highlight a few practices
you see on Sunday:

1. Chanting the Words of Institution: Chanting these words started with Luther. Prior to the Reformation,
the words were whispered. Luther wanted these words proclaimed and heard. Before modern
microphones, singing or chanting was the best way to amplify the voice.

Notice how the pace and tone go in the chanting. When the words are telling us what Jesus is doing,

“Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed...” the tone is high and the pace is fast.

When we get to the quoted words of Christ, “Take, eat...” the tone goes low, and the pace slows. This

highlights the holy moment.

2. Elevating the host and Genuflecting: After consecrating each element, I raise it up before your eyes.
This is proclamatory. I want you to see the bread and wine made the body and blood. Christ the
crucified held before your very eyes.

Then I ‘genuflect,” or bow on one knee. This is to reverence the King of the world who is so gracious as

to die for my sins, and to come into our midst. You can do a version of this too. As I elevate the host,

you can bow at the waist. Many accuse our liturgy of being “unengaging.” Hogwash. There are a lot of
things you can do to “engage,” including bowing to your Lord.

3. Self-Communing: I don’t have an elder commune me. I commune myself during the Angus Dei. This is
for a simple reason that was impressed upon me in Seminary; Never, no not ever, should the sheep feed
the shepherd. You all take very good care of my family and me, but the Divine service is not the time for



you to serve me. It is the time for you to receive Christ, and I’'m the man he has called to be Christ to
you.

The Lord’s Supper is the center of our gathering together because it is Christ himself. People and Pastor
together should do all we can to reverence this holy meal, not only because it warrants it, but also to teach the
next generation just how precious and holy this gift is. Thanks be to God that he continues to be in our midst to
forgive us and bring us into communion with himself.

P.S. The quote at the top of this article is from a communion hymn, Adoro Te Devote. We have a version of it in
our hymnal (LSB640), but the translation in this newsletter is far superior. Do give it a look and look it up
online to hear the music; it’s quite beautiful.

Directory 2024/2025
Changes

Please make the following changes to your Phone
Directory:

Pg 4 - BENDER, Wyatt - released

Pg 15 - LAMORIA, Julie 989-646-2147
Pg 19 - PATTON, Helen (deceased, 2018)

Pg 24 - ULRICH, Karl John (deceased, 2019)

If you know of any changes or corrections that need
to be made, please notify the church office.

WHAT EASTER DOES

Jesus’ resurrection from the dead is life-changing and life-giving for his followers. But, as Henry
Knox Sherrill notes, Easter’s “joyful news...does not chang ethe contemporary world.” On earth, we
still must deal with sin, pain, death, and brokenness. And “Still before us lie work, discipline,
sacrifice,” Sherrill adds. What Easter does, though is provide Christians with “the spiritual power to
do the work, accept the discipline and make the sacrifice.”

By defeating the grave, Jesus empowers us to bear our worldly troubles with joy, peach, and
hope. His resurrection assures us that trials, tears, and suffering are only temporary, while eternal
victory and life with Jesus are permanent.



Misson Opportunities

MISSION OF THE MONTH
Harbor Lights Pregnancy Center

Harbor Lights Pregnancy Center, located in Tawas, has a mission to provide valid pregnancy and
parental choices, educational support, and spiritual support for the development of healthier children,
families, and communities.

As an independent, HIPAA compliant facility, we provide free supportive services to mothers, fathers,
and family caregivers of losco, Alcona, and Arena counties in Michigan. Our free services are provided
through pregnancy and life -NO TIME LIMITS!

We know that choices during an unplanned, and sometimes a planned pregnancy are difficult. We
offer a caring, non-judgmental and confidential environment for you to explore your options. You may feel

anxious and overwhelmed. However, you do not have to walk through this journey alone. We care and we can

help!
v O AU GRES CHARITIES FOOD PANTRY
‘{, NEEDS — Chicken Noodle Soup and
d Peanut butter is especially needed
Food \/ Oﬂfl’g this month. Other items include
\ hygiene products and dry cereal.
Iltems can be placed in the grocery
cart in the fellowship hall.
LENT & HOLY WEEK SERVICES

Join us each Wednesday during this Lenten Season for a Soup Supper, served at 5:15pm, followed by a
Midweek Worship Service at 6:30 pm.

Special services will also be held on

e Maundy Thursday, April 2" at 6:30 pm
e Good Friday, April 3™ at 6:30 pm
e HolySaturday, April 4" at 6:30pm

Easter Sunday Service with Holy Communion will be held on April 5" at 9:00 am




Hymn of the I\/Ionth\

Godhead here in hiding, whom I do adore,

Masked by these bare shadows, shape and nothing more,
See, Lord, at Thy service low lies here a heart

Lost, all lost in wonder at the God thou art.

Seeing, touching, tasting are in thee deceived:
How says trusty hearing? that shall be believed;
What God’s Son has told me, take for truth I do;
Truth Himself speaks truly or there’s nothing true.

On the cross Thy godhead made no sign to men,
Here Thy very manhood steals from human ken:
Both are my confession, both are my belief,
And I pray the prayer of the dying thief.

I am not like Thomas, wounds I cannot see,
But can plainly call thee Lord and God as he;
Let me to a deeper faith daily nearer move,
Daily make me harder hope and dearer love.

O thou our reminder of Christ crucified,

Living Bread, the life of us for whom he died,

Lend this life to me then: feed and feast my mind,
There be thou the sweetness man was meant to find.

Bring the tender tale true of the Pelican;

Bathe me, Jesu Lord, in what Thy bosom ran
Blood whereof a single drop has power to win
All the world forgiveness of its world of sin.

Jesu, whom I look at shrouded here below,
I beseech thee send me what I thirst for so,
Some day to gaze on thee face to face in light

Kids Corner
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Wednesday
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Sacrifice
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Purple
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Unscramble these Lenten Words

NLTE

TISFGNA

T T TTT T TITITT

T T T T TITT

ITTT T I T T T T T T T T T T OITT T T IO T T T T T T I O0T

And be blest forever with Thy glory’s sight. Amen.

Real Life at Home

http://www.reallifeathome.com/



http://www.reallifeathome.com/

St.John Lutheran Server Schedule

March 2026
Service SOS/Pianist Elder Greeter Usher Altar Care Trustee
Mg;ﬁ: 1 W/HC Linda B Bob B Veronica H | Duane P Vicki H JimH
';’!ggcg‘r: “;Erngk Diana P - Pat M - - JimH
Mg;ﬁ: 8 W/HC Linda B EricS Cheryl A Charlie A Pat M Duane P
March Lenton
11 . Diana P - Laura D - - Duane P
Midweek
6:30pm
March
15 W/HC M Stafford Bob B Pat M Duane P | Veronica H JimF
9am
March Lenton
18 ) Charlie A -- Cheryl A -- -- JimF
Midweek
6:30pm
March
22 w M Stafford EricS Veronica H -- -- GregE
9am
March Lenton
25 . Diana P - Pat M - -- GregE
Midweek
6:30pm
March
29 W/HC Charlie A Bob B Laura D Duane P Jane B JimH
9am

W/HC = Worship/Holy Communion
W = Worship

If you cannot serve as scheduled, please find a replacement or trade with someone

and let the church office know.




MARCH 2026
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Letter from the editor ‘

You may be a little shocked when you see this month’s newsletter. It is stark. Little to no
embellishments. No sweet or funny cartoons. No “fluff’. Why you ask? We are in the season of Lent. A
time of pulling back the layers in our spiritual lives. A time of reflection.

It’s hard to do that when our lives are filled with noise. Calendars chock full of activities that take
us here and there. These things are not bad in and of themselves, but they can keep us so busy that we forget
who we are and who’s we are. Lent calls us to hit the pause button on our lives. It calls us to sit quietly and
reflect. Am I living my best for the King of Kings? Is there something that has quietly entered my life and
become an idol? Is there an area He is asking me to relinquish? Is there something He’s asking me to do in
service to Him and others?

Next month we celebrate! But for now, we wait and reflect. Next month the newsletter will look like
the newsletter you have come to expect. The question is, will you look the same? Should we look the same?
If we take time to draw near to the crucified Christ, we should come away changed. Changed to better reflect
Him to the world.

Sandra Jantzi




