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Ever Catechumens

When we hear the word ‘catechism; many of us
probably immediately think of children. We remember
confirmation classes, memory work, reciting the Ten
Commandments, and perhaps the sheer terror of
answering questions before the congregation. It’s easy
to think of catechesis as something we finish. We leam
the Catechism, are confirmed, and then move onto the
rest of the Christian life. At its root is the idea of something being
sounded into the ears—of teaching being spoken
and heard. Christian catechesis is the continual
sounding of God’s Word into our ears, hearts,
homes, and lives.

instruct” or “to teach orally”

But the Church has never understood catechesis that
way. Catechesis is not merely preparation for
confirmation. It's the lifelong task—and privilege—of
every Christian.

The word itself helps us understand this. Catechesis ~ This is exactly what we see in Scripture. St. Paul
comes from the Greek word katrjynot (katéchésis),  Writes, “Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by
related to the verb katnyéw (katéched), meaning “to Continuedon page 2

In need of pastoralcare )}~
for yourself or someone
you know? &

Pastor Sean McNeilis ready to serve you. You can schedule
ameeting on the sheet located next to the greeter inthe
Narthex, via email (pastor@stjohnaugres.com), or by
calling: 231-750-2294




the word of Christ” (Romans 10:17). God continually
speaks, and Christians continually hear. We never graduate
from needing His Word.

Thats why Martin Luther didn’t write the Small
Catechism as a textbook for confirmation students. He
intended it for the Christian household. His headings
repeatedly begim, “As the head of the family should teach it
in a simple way to his household.” Fathers and mothers
were to teach these things to their children precisely because
they themselves were to know, pray, and live them.

Luther himself, despite being a Doctor of Theology, said
that he remained a student of the Catechism. He returned
continually to the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the
Lord’s Prayer, Baptism, Confession, and the Sacrament of
the Altar. Why? Because we never exhaust these things.
They are indispensable and mexhaustible gifts.

Consider the Creed. A child can learn the words, “I believe
in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.”
Yet after seventy years of Christian life, we can still marvel
at what it means that the God who created heaven and
earth has given us our body and soul, eyes, ears, clothing,
shoes, food, drink, house, home, family, and everything we
possess—and does all this purely out of fatherly, divine
goodness and mercy.

The Catechism is simple enough for a child and deep
enough for a lifetime.

That’s particularly important as we begin another year of
confirmation mstruction. Our children need to leam the
faith, but they also need to see that the faith they are
leaming matters to the adults around them. When children
see parents and grandparents praying, reading Scripture,
singing hymns, attending Bible study, asking questions, and
retuming to the Catechism, they learn something
tremendously important: Christian instruction does not
end at confirmation.

So perhaps this fall is an opportunity for all of us to become
catechumens again—not by enrolling in a class, but by
deliberately retuming to the basic texts of our faith. Read
one commandment and Luther’s explanation at breakfast.
Pray through a petition of the Lord’s Prayer before bed.
Read the explanation of Baptism on the anniversary of

your Baptism Review the Christian Questions with Their
Answers before receiving the Sacrament (LSB 329-330). Don’t
ask, “Did I memorize this once?’ but, “How does God’s
Word here shape my life today?”

And you already have an excellent resource sitting in the pew.

Lutheran Service Book contains the Small Catechism, along
with a wealth of resources for lifelong catechesis and devotion.
In addition to the hymns themselves—which teach the faith
through song—it contains prayers, the daily lectionary,
psalms, canticles, and orders for daily prayer. Buy a hymnal
There’s several editions too; a Pew Edition, a Personal Edition,
and a Pocket Edition that harkens back to the Lutheran
tradition of owning one’s hymnal and using it daily as well on
Sunday. Open it during the week. Pray from it. Sing from it.
Read the Catechism from it.

Our goal is not to only know about the Christian faith. It’s to
live continually from the gifts of Christ. Until the day we see
our Lord face to face, we remam hearers of His Word,
students of His truth, and recipients of His grace.

Let’s be a congregation of life long catechumens.
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SCIENCE WAS RIGHT?

Science says we need at least 4 basic elements
to survive!

« Water

« Air

+ Food

» Light

And look what the Bible tells us about Jesus:

» I amthe living water

« I am the breath of life

» I am the bread of life

« I am the light of the world

Science was right, we need Jesus to Live.
-submitted by Pat Metzger



“Lord, Help Us Ever to Retain”, was written in 1594 by Ludwig Helmbold, a

Lutheran pastor who lived through the struggled following Luther’s death.

It

looks back with gratitude for the clarity of the catechism, and prays that each
generation would hold fast to the apostolic faith. Translated by Matthias Loy, it
has long been cherished among Lutherans as a sung petition: “Lord, keep us

faith to your word of truth”

865 Lord, Help Us Ever to Retain
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Text: Ludwig Helmbold, 1532-98; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828-1915, alt.

Tune: As hymnodus sacer, 1625, Leipzig
Text and tune: Public domain




When an 11-year-old girl in the western African country of Ghana learned about Jesus through
Samaritain’s Purse programs Operation Christmas Child and The Great Journey, she decided to
follow Him as Savior and boldly share her faith. The girl’s name is Epiphani.

“Through the program, | now know who Jesus Christ is,” said Epiphani about The Greatest Journey
follow-up evangelism and discipleship program for shoebox recipients. “The classes changed my
life, | put my trust in Jesus.”

Shining the light of Jesus Christ in her community led Epiphani to notice a boy picking through the
trash for metal scraps to sell for food. She gave him the Operation Christmas Child shoebox gift
she had received - filled with items such as pencils, books, and a pair of blue sandals. She had
loved the gift but decided that the boy named Daniel needed the treasures more. He wears the
sandals nearly every day.

Daniel was so intrigues by Epiphani’s thoughtfulness, as well as her excitement and love for
Jesus, that he accepted her invitation to attend church and began studying the Bible. Before long,
Daniel gave his life to Christ. He plays drums during the church’s worship services.

After Daniel told his mother about Jesus, she also accepted Jesus as Savior and became part of
the church. Praise God for how He is shining His light into families, beginning with boys and irs
who are making disciples by sharing the gift of Jesus Christ.
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Gift-filled Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes are delievered
together with the Good News of Jesus Christ as expression of God’s
immense love for a child, So be sure to make them....

FUN: include a quality “wow” item to delight the child, such as...

+ Soccer ball with pump

« doll

» stuffed animal
FULL: To fill empty spaces, add items such as...

+ Pens, pencils, crayons, and notebooks

s sunglasses

« flashlights
PERSONALIZED: Make sure every shoebox is unique and covered in
prayer. Include a note and photo of you, your family, church, or group.
These personal letters are children’s favorite shoebox items!

Place items you’ve purchases in the marked tote in the Fellowship Hall.
Watch the bulletin for further information on how you can get involved Scan to find out what
in this mission. items are OK to pack.



Mission Opportunities

Mission of the Month
CTFSW Food & clothing co-op

The Food & Clothing Co-op is open
to all students enrolled in classes at
Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort
Wayne (CTSFW), Indiana. Food,
clothing, and household items are
available at no charge. Students
volunteer service time for the privilege
of shopping.

The Food Co-op is located in the
lower level of the Student Commons
and is set up like a small grocery store.
The Clothing Co-op is housed in a
former dormitory and has fourteen
shopping areas. The Food & Clothing
Co-op relies solely on the generous
donations of perishable and nonperish-

Au Gires Christian
Charities Food

Place items in the shopping
cart in the fellowship hall.

able food items, clothing, household items,
and monetary gifts from individuals and
organizations.

Fort Wayne, Indiana, prepares men and
women to serve God as pastors and
deaconesses of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod. Recognizing that most
students live on a very limited income, the
Seminary has established the Co-op to help
provide food and clothing

—

Pantry
As we head into the fall and the school year has begun, below

Needs for September are: is the list of needed item. Bottoms are in critical shortage, but

» Dry cereal tops are needed as well.

 Peanut Butter .

« Jelly o Girls 0-3mths, 6-9mth, 5T, 7/8, 10/12

« Deodurant . Teen:XS, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL

o Boys 0-3m, 3-6m, 9m, 5T, 14-16

Teens: XS, S*, M*, L, 2XL*, 3XL*

o Allsizes and genders: new socks/underwear, shoes, coats
*indicates the shelf is empty
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Church Directory

w condlelances

To the family of Jerry Thomas

Jerry left his earthly home
on July 25, 2026.
The family honored his request of
cremation with no service.

T E T IS

¢ Work in Progress ,

boovoorvovs

Pastor McNeil and Sandra are working on
updating the phone directory for St. John.

Please take a moment and look at the '

information listed for your family. If thereare W
Summers Greetings!

changes that should be made, please leave a note '

On behalf of everyone here at

on Sandra’s desk, email, or call the office. L L

. ] ’ ' utheran Hour Ministries,
email: office@stjohnaugres.com THANK YOU for partnering with
Phone: 989-876-8910 ' LHM to continue to spread the

Good New of Jesus Christ around
the world!

L------------‘

Blessings for a terrific Tuesday!
Robin Forsythe

fro o

A gift was given by Charlene Hogan,
for the maintenance fund, in honor of
Tim Hogan’s 80" birthday.

“We're being scammed. Summer
doesn’t end until September 23rd.”



SUNDAY AND WEDNESDAY READINGS « SEPTEMBER 2 - OCTOBER 31, 2025

SEPTEMBER DATE DAY FEAST / SUNDAY OLD TESTAMENT / FIEST READING EPISTLE GOSPEL
' Sept. 2 Wed.  Wdnesday in the Thineenth Week after Trinity - 2 Corinthians 5:1-11  Matthew 12:14-21
Sept.6  Sun.  Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity Proverbs 4:10-23 Galotians 5:16-24 Luke 17:01-19
Sept. 9 Wed  Wodnesdiyin the Fourscenth Wk after Trinity - 2 Corinthians 6:14—7:1 Mark 1:40-45
| Sept. 13 Sun  Fificenth Sunday after Trinity I Kings 17:8-16 Galatians 5:25—6:40  Mathew 6:24-34
Sept. 16 Wed.  Ember Wednesday in September Amos 9:13- 15 - Muck 9:17-29
Sept. 20 Sun  Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity 1 Kings 17:17-24 Ephesians 3:13-2| Luke 7:11-16
Sept. 23 Wed,  Wednesday in the Sixseenth Week afier Trinay - Colossians 2:8- 13 Marthew 19:16-21
| Sept. 27 Sun.  Seventeenth Sunday afier Trinjty Praverbs 25:6~ 14 Ephesians 4:1-6 Luke 14:0-11
‘ Sep. 30  Wed. St Jerome - - Manhew 5:13-16
OCTOBER FEAST / SUNDAY 01D TESTAMENT / FIRST READING EPISTLE GOSPEL
I Oct4  Sun  Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity Deuteronomy 10:12-21 | Corinthians 1:4~8  Matthew 22:34-46
| Oct.7  Wed St Denis Hebrews 11:33-39% - Luke 6:17-232
| O 11 Sun.  Nineteenth Sunday afier Trinity lsaich 44:21-23 Ephesians 4:22-28 Marthew %:1-8
‘ Oct. 14 Wed. St Callixtus - - Matthew 24:42-47
i Ot 18 Sun. T‘;‘S:‘msﬁ":g‘? @'Ef"“iw Exeliel 1:10-14 2 Timothy 4:1-8 Luke 10:1-72
Oct. 2] Wed,  Wichesday in the Toentioth Week afer Triniy - 2 Thessslonians 3:6-13 Luke 14:12-15
‘ Oct.25  Sun.  Twemy-First Sunday afoer Trinity Isaizh 25:6-9 Ephesians 6:10-17 John 4:46b~53
[ Qct. 28 Wad SmSamonmdjude Jeremiah 26:11-15 1 Peser 1:3-9 J“oizr: 15:17-21

Note: Readings are from the Latheran Servee Book {158} Daily Lectionry.
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Fall Rally -‘g\ NOVEMBER ELECTION!
3
Women of Faith { The nominations committee has begun its
- : effort to prepare a slate of officers for 2027
Speaker; Sarah. Se’!‘"‘%’ ‘3’2 service to St. John Congregation. If you are
Lutheran Women in Mission -3 . . .
interested in a role (they are defined in our
* Thursday, October 8, 2026 _.':; constitution/bylaws) please contact Denny
7 9:00 am - 3:00 pm 3 Klein, Vicki Huber or Tim Hogan.
3 Nominations can also be made from the floor
Our Savior Lutheran Church, Gladwin during the November Voters Meeting

331 Clendening Rd
(989)426-9689

o

" Ingathering: New Dawn Shelter
. Paper products, body soap,
laundry soap,shampoo, etc. {

(11/8/2026) when the election will occur. Please
keep the committee’s work in your prayers as
the Holy Spirit guides our members to serve in
a variety of ways (1 Corinthians 12: 12...).

Mark your calendar & watch
the bulletin for details on
carpooling & sign up to attend.
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Coded Words for Jesus Fed the People
@gﬁ? Each number stands for a letter of the alphabet.
Write the correct letter in the blanks to find the
coded words and phrases.
A-1 N-14
1
3 18 15 23 4 8.9 0-15
C -3l o P16
D-4 Q-17
12 156 1 22 1
° E-5 R-18
F-6 S-19
G-7 T-20
13 9 18 1 3 12
° H-8 U-21
1-9 V-22
J-10 W-23
4 919 3 9 16 12 1
2 ° 1 K-11 X-24
L-12 Y-25
3 151316 1 19 19 9 15 14 15 Bl
Jesus fed the people and
6 9 19 8 2 18 5 1 4

Will resume on Sunday, September 13"
There will be two groups:

Children’s Church Trunl(/g
$ Treat

Ages 3-6 taught by Roxanne Klein y ( \Y\ Will be held again this
Ages 7 and older taught by Pastor McNeil V year on October 31%,

n Watch the bulletin for
more details to emerge.



WEEKEND BACKPACK PROGRAM

i
|

SUNDAY, SEPT 20 | FOLLOWING WORSHIP
ST. JOHN FELLOWSHIP HALL

Breakfast will be provided by the Ladies Aid

HHATIS,IEEHEERERD A DOOR OFFERING WILL BE TAKEN
BACKPACK PROGRAM? to help fund the program, as costs have
increased. Ladies Aid will match all
donations up to total of $1,000.
Your gift will be doubled!

Each week, during the school year, 24
children take home a backpack filled
with non-perishable food items to
provide nourishment over the

weekend. We are thankful for the Anyone with questions or interest in
support from the Food Bank of helping should contact Roxanne Klein
Michigan and administration at the 989-876-0005

Au Gres-Sims Elementary School.

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HAVE VOLUNTEERED TO HELP OPERATE THE PROGRAM!



Supporting the Students, Parents,

and Teachers in your life
By: Sandra Jantzi

It's that time of year. Parents are thankful to see their children
off to school. Students and teachers experience a mix of happiness at
being reunited with friends and sadness as those lazy summer days come
to an end. Retired teachers may feel a little nostalgic when they see that
yellow school bus drive by, yet they are also grateful that they no longer
have to deal with difficult parents—never mind the students!

The days of sending my children off to school have come and gone, but the memories remain. During their
elementary school years, there was one teacher all three of my children had. She was a teacher who taught them to be
curious and to enjoy learning. She treated them with respect and, in return, earned theirs because they knew they were
valued and heard. She was not afraid to tackle the difficult emotions that come with children standing on the threshold of
adolescence. She was also a teacher who did her best to keep Christ at the center of the yearly Christmas program, even
when the administration wanted it toned down.

| am forever grateful for this teacher who poured so much into the lives of my children and countless others. You
know her as Sharon. But because of the respect she has earned, in my house she is—and always will be — “Mrs. Hiveley.”

Practical ways you can encourage a student, parent, or teacher
¢ Send a note of encouragement
e Take them out for a treat and listen to how their day has gone
e Drop off school supplies at the school office
e Give a Gift card, so needed supplies can be purchased
e Make a dinner (or order pizza) and take it to a parent who is having a busy week
e Most importantly, PRAY

Consider choosing a teacher, student, and/or parent to pray for during the 2026-27 school year.

Prayer for a teacher:
"Heavenly Father, | lift up today as they step into the classroom. Refresh their spirit when they
feel overwhelmed. Let them find joy in their calling and remind them that their impact reaches far beyond
the classroom walls. Amen."

Prayer for a student
"Heavenly Father, 1 lift up to You today. Please grant them a sharp mind to understand their
studies. Fill their heart with peace and remove all school-related anxiety. Help them stay focused and
motivated when things get difficult. Most of all, guiding their heart when faced with peer pressure,
temptation, or tough decisions, give them the strength to choose what is right and honorable. Surround them
with good influences and protect their character. Amen."

Prayer for a parent

"Heavenly Father, | lift up to You today and ask for Your blessings upon them. Please grant them the
patience needed for the daily challenges of raising children. Fill their heart with deep peace, and quiet any anxiety they
carry about the future. Give them wisdom to guide their family according to Your Holy Word. When they feel exhausted
or overwhelmed, renew their physical and emotional strength. Help them feel appreciated, valued, and supported in
their role. Protect their family and bless their home today. Amen."



Il St. John Lutheran Church
== PO Box 763
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Letter from the Editor

From birth through age 17, I lived in 7 different houses. I can figure out how old I was when an
event occurred by the house I was living in at the time. Most of them had short driveways to the road,
however the house I lived in during my 1% grade year had a long dirt lane. I sometimes wonder if I
returned to that home, would the lane seem as long as it did in my little 6-year-old mind.

At the end of our lane there lived a dog. His owner always kept him tied to a chain, but every day
the dog would bark and lung as I walked by. Some days I was brave and trudged by barely looking at him.
Other days I ran passed with heart pounding. Every so often I would sit on the bus seat crying because on
that day it seemed like an impossible, scary task to get passed him.

One day as I sat crying, an older girl sat down beside me and asked why I was crying. I told her
about the dog and how afraid I was that he wouldn’t be tied up that day and would “get” me. She told me
that I had nothing to fear because she would walk with me until we passed the dog. She lived on the next
farm just down the road and apparently in those days the bus drivers could allow students to get off without
parent permission! I remember how safe I felt as she walked beside me talking to me about what my
favorite color was and what games I like playing after I got home from school. In that moment the dog
didn’t seem so big and ferocious.

This act of kindness only cost this girl a few extra steps to get home that evening, but for me it was a
huge gift. This memory challenges me to notice when someone else is struggling and willingly take those
few extra steps or minutes to give them courage when they are faced with a difficult task or situation. It
doesn’t take much to let someone know they are noticed and are not alone. Who do you need to walk

beside this week?






