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Closed Communion?

Here at St. John, we share our Synod’s
commitment to closed communion. This practice is as
old as the Church. In fact, the early Church would
remove all who were not catechized before the service
of the Sacrament. The deacon would cry out, “The
doors! The doors!” and the sanctuary would be shut to
all who were not communing. Of course, we won't be
doing that, but as | take over the responsibility of
maintaining our Synod’s standard on closed
communion, it is important that we understand what
we mean by closed communion. What exactly is it?
Why dowe practice it? How dowe implement it?

Whatis Closed Communion?
In the last half century, our Synod has tried to
soften the blow of closed communion by introducing

Inneed of pastoralcare ~
for yourself or someone

the terms close, close(d), closed communion.
This gets confusing fast. The reality is all three
terms mean the same thing, and | prefer to get
right to the point we practice closed
communion. This means that those who partake
of the body and blood of Christ at our altar must
be baptized, confirmed members in good
standing of a sister LCMS congregation or
another church body that we are in fellowship
with.
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Pastor Sean McNeil is ready to serv e you. You canschedule
ameeting on the sheet located next to the greeter in the
Narthex, via email (pastor@stjohnaugres.com), or by
calling: 231-750-2294




‘Why Closed Conmmmion?

The reason behind closed communion is threefold. Unity in all doctrine, pastoral fellowship, and the warnings in
scripture concerning receiving commumnion unworthily.

First, to commume with one another requires unity, not in just a confession regarding the Supper itself; but also in all
points of Christ’s teaching, We speak with our actions every Sunday. When we commune together, we confess that we all are
in agreement on what our Lord teaches. If someone from a different denomination (ELCA, Methodist, Presbyterian,
Roman, etc.) communes at our altar, we make them out to be a liar. We don’t want to do that. We don't want to facilitate
someone coming to St. John and publicly saying one thing, and then going back to their church and saying another.

Second, pastoral fellowship. Pastors care about their people. We love our parishioners This love drives us to care about
what you do in another congregation when you do visit. L, for instance, would not condone you communing at a
Presbyterian church. It’s not good for you to profess what they teach by participating in their communion. I desire to extend
the same respect towards the pastors of our non-Lutheran visitors. I'm not in fellowship with them. There’s not a common
understanding of doctrine and pastoral care between us, Out of respect for their pastor, we don’t comnume non-LCMS
visitors

Third, and related to pastoral fellowship is the state of one’s soul. Scripture clearly teaches that parishioners need
pastoral oversight. If there is no pastoral care in a person’s life, how am I to know if a visitor will not take commumnion to their
detriment? It would be unloving, irresponsible, and a breaking of my ordination vows to commune someone who has never
been instructed and examined. Scripture gives clear warnings about communing unworthily in 1 Corinthians 11:27-31
27 Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the
body and blood of the Lord. 28 Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29 For
anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself. 30 That is why many of you
are weak and ill, and some have died. 31 Butif we judged ourselves truly, we would not be judged.

We are called to love our visitors enough to ensure that they are taking commmnion to their benefit, and not to their
detriment. If a visitor has a pastor that has a different standard than our Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, I cannot in
good conscience commune that visitor.

How do we Implement Closed Commasion

We must be sensitive to the hurt that our guests feel when they hear that there is a closed altar. To be frank, we should
also feel that hurt. It’s a tragedy that christendom is so fractured and divided. Whenever there is a closed altar, and fellow
Christians cannot commune together, it hurts! Nevertheless, we must also be aware of the realities I shared above. I believe we
can take both truths, that a closed altar is necessary and that closed altars hurt, and use them to commumicate our practice in
love. We can acknowledge the pain, and express to them our reasons for maintaining the closed altar.

T will be greeting at the door from 8:30 to 9:00 on Sunday momings The best way to commumnicate our practice is to
have me, the man charged with the stewardship of Holy Communion, catching visitors at the door. A warm welcome does a
lot to soften the blow of our communion statement. After observing pastors doing this over the past decade, I've found that
99% of visitors understand and are not at all offended. It actually peaks their interest.

As always, come speak to me about your questions and concerns We're all in this together; I desire and appreciate the
opportunity to talk to you about what your thoughts are concerning the direction St. John is going, I may be the called
pastor here, but this is your Church, and she needs your participation. I also encourage you to read the other article on this
topic included in this newsletter; written by our Synodical President, Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison.

Vo



Catechism Corner:

A Primer

Welcome to Catechism Corner! This is where |
will invite you as the congregation to rediscover
your Small Catechisms and leam alongside our
confimation students as they discover it for the
first time. Each month we will focus on one of the
chief parts of the Catechism. Keep an eye out for
the insertin your weekly bulletin that will provide a
devotion you can use through the week as a
companion to the monthly Catechism Corner. In
September, our focus will be on the Ten
Commandments. In this edition, | want to provide
a primer to whet your palette for the gift of
continually studying our Catechism.

History

The term “catechism” comes from the Greek
“katecheo” simply meaning “to inform?”
Traditionally, this term was used to refer to the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles Creed, and the
Lord’s Prayer, the three texts used to teach the
basics of the Christian faith. In this way, the
Catechism is not Luther’s, it belongs to the whole
Church.

In 1525, Luther and his colleagues determined
that it was time to survey the state of the parishes
throughout Saxony. This would be known as the
Saxon Visitation. Upon visiting the parishes in 1525,
they were horrified by the state of the Church.
Priests didn’t know how to read, they didn’t know
the Lord’s Prayer or the Creed, and they were not
teaching the people. Something had to be done.

Spurred by the desperate need for basic
Christian teaching, Luther produced his Large
Catechism in 1529, geared toward educating the
pastors who had learned nothing of the faith.
Shortly afterward, he published the Small
Catechism in booklet and poster form for families
to hang in their homes.

Outline Of the Catechism
You all should be aware of the basic structure of

the Catechism, you're likely scarred by it from your
confirmation days. Nevertheless, it’s brilliant.

Beginning with the Ten Commandments, we
come to understand what a God pleasing life is,
and how we have utterly failed at accomplishing
this. Next, we learn of who God is and what he has
done for us in the Apostle’s Creed. After we know
who we are and who God is, we learn to talk to him
inthe words of the Lord’s Prayer.

The second half of the Catechism pertains to
the sacraments of the Church. Again, the orderin
which Luther presents them isimportant. In
Baptism, we enter the Church, become children of
God, have our sins forgiven, and are crucified with
Christ. Itis only through Baptism that we can
proceed to the rest of the gifts of the Church. This
is why | like to have the baptismal fontin the center
aisle of the Church, because it is through baptism
that we can cometo the altar of the Lord.

Next, Confession. Some Lutherans call
Confession its own sacrament, others speak of itas
part of Baptism. Either way, it's the next logical
“step” toward the altar. In our Divine Service, we
begin with the confession to acknowledge our sin
and unworthiness, and to receive the true
forgiveness of sins. To be clear, no one should
approach the Lord’s Supper if they do not
acknowledge the fact that they are a sinner. In
addition to the corporate confession at the start of
our Divine Service, you can also confess privately
to your pastor: Please know, if you are so moved or
if there is a sin that is burdening you, | am available
to forgive you in the stead of Christ. | sworein my
ordination to never divulge what is confessed to
me!

Finally, we arrive at the Lord’s Supper. After one
has been baptized and has confessed their sin, the
Sacrament of the Altar is the final “destination”’
Everything in the Catechism is leading us to the
Sacrament. The Catechism teaches us that in this
sacrament, we receive the true body and blood of
Christ. That’s some serious stuff. God in the flesh

coming down from heaven for us! All this, for the
Continue next page



Catechism Cormnercont.

forgiveness of your sins, so that you may have
fellowship with Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, a
glorious mystery indeed

Benefit

Luther himself never stopped studying the
Catechism. He rightly believed that since the
Catechism is either directly from Scripture, or right
confessions of Scripture, there was no end to
plumbing its depths. In addition to its depth, the
Catechism can be applied to the entirety of your
life. Are you stuck between two or three options in
life, and want to know God's will for your life? Look
to the Ten Commandments and consider which
decision would best help you live them out
Confused about a passage of Scripture? Consider
the Chief parts listed above and think about how
that passage is illuminated by them. Are you lost in
sin, sorrow, or grief? Look to the gracious words of
the Catechism and flee to the sacraments it points
you to. Are you experiencing joy, happiness, and a
grateful heart? The Catechism directs us to
expressour joy to the one true God.

As we dive into the nitty-gritty of the Small
Catechism through our newsletter and bulletin
inserts, | encourage you to pray the Catechism.
Recite the six chief parts throughout the week.
Parents, start teaching your children, even if they
are years away from Confirmation. The reality s,
we all forget what we have previously leamed,
especially as we grow old. One goal that we should
all aspire to as Christians is to die well. That is, to
die confessing the truth of Christ. If we are
constantly in our Catechisms, constantly in the
Divine Service, the devil will be repelled in our last
hour as we are defended by the Word of God that
we abidedinall our lives.

CHURCH BLOOPERS

Bertha Belch, a missionary from Africa,
will be speaking tonight at Calvary
Methodist. Come hear Bertha Belch all
the way from Africa.

The Fasting & Prayer Conference
includes meals.

The sermon this morning: “Jesus Walks
on the Water.” The sermon tonight:
“Seaching for Jesus.”

Potluck supper Sunday-at 5:00 pm -
prayer and medication to follow.

Miss Charlene Mason sang “I Will Not
Pass This Way Again,” giving obvious
pleasure to the congregation.

Giving to support the work of our
church just got easier! The Tithe.ly app
is now available for Android users.

Scan the UR code below to begin giving
electronically.

Any questions can be
directed to our

Sheri Colby or
Carol Britt




Everything is always moving. Birds flit from branch to branch, commuters go from
home to work and back, and trees sway in the breeze. Even things that appear still -
rocks, grass, buildings - are humming with atomic vibration. All the while, our planet
hurtles through space at thousands of miles per hour, ceaselessly orbiting the sun.
Many of the ancients observed this world and drew a conclusion: Motion isn’t mere
chaos - it implies direction. Everything seems drawn toward something. Leaves move
toward the sun, rivers run to the sea, birds return to the nest. Motion reveals purpose.

Today, such an idea feels obscure. Modern people often speak of goals - grades,
careers, vacation, retirement - but hesitate to ask about purpose: Why does
everything exist? What are we here for? What should men and women strive to
become? These questions, answered confidently in previous generations, are now rare.
In large part, this is because many no longer believe that the world is purposeful. Why
answer guestions that are irrelevant? If all things arose by chance, then all things -
including you - are ultimately random. And if that’s so, then any purpose we draft is
purely subjective: a self-assigned meaning in an indifferent void. Christians believe
something entirely different: “The LORD has made everything for its purpose, even the
wicked for the day of trouble” (Prov. 16:4). Nothing is random. It may sometimes seem
that way from our perspective, but not from God’s. All things - not just human beings-
move toward His ordained end. As the Westminster Shorter Catechism describes on its
first page, man’s chief end is “to glorify God and to enjoy him forever.” The Bible
emphasizes this purpose from Genesis to Revelations, from its constant emphasis on
holiness to its frequent commands to praise the Lord. But “to glorify God” is not man’s
chief end alone. All creation is swept into God’s design. Every stone, every tree, every
bird, every soul has a purpose: the glory of God. .

This glory will be revealed in blessing or in judgment. All things will serve the
divine end — willingly or unwillingly. God’s purposes are not up for debate. His
creation, from its first dawn to its final sunset, moves toward a fixed conclusion. “I
know that you can do all things,” said Job, “and that no purpose of your can be
thwarted” (Job 42:2). The universe is not adrift. It is not without intention. “For from
him and through him and to him are all things” (Rom 11:36). Things are not out of
control. They’re not meaningless. There is a point. Everything exists for Him, and one
day He will make all things new (Rev. 21:5).

Author, Thomas Brewer



Just Wondsering

Just wondering about the memorial service for 9/11.

On 9/11/2024 | watched the memorial events for 9/11/2001. There
were prayers. There were bagpipes. The national anthem was sung.
There were tears as hame of victims and first-responders were read as a
bell tolled. There were politicians who showed up. There were flowers
strewn. There were pictures of the physical memorial where the twin
towers had stood. There was a somber mood there and at similar
services held at the Pentagon and in Shanksville, PA.

Such church memorial services have become more common since |
retired from active ministry in 2008. Families are opting to wait weeks or
months following a death and then have a memorial service. In my
mother’s case, we had a traditional funeral service in her current church
a few days following her death, and then two month later we had a
memorial service at the church in which she grew up. The latter allowed
family members who lived far away to make plans to be present for the
memorial service. We had a celebration of her life with stories, food, and
worship time with the committal service. This is probably a good thing.
So does the New Testament church.

Every Sunday is a memorial service to remember and celebrate the
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. We sing hymns. We share a holy
meal. We share a handshake of peace. We have moments of silence for
reflection. We enjoy fellowship with like-minded siblings. Nowadays we
even livestream the service so that those who can’t be present in person
can share it. This memorial is vital to our life together. It is important to
be present if possible. See you there.

Author - Pastor Kirk Havel, Ret.

*submitted by Rick and Jill Gehringer



Mission Opportunities

Mission of the Month
CTFSW Food and clothing co-op

The Food & Clothing Co-op is open to all
students enrolled in classes at Concordia
Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne (CTSFW),
Indiana. Food, clothing, and household items
are available at no charge. Students volunteer
service time for the privilege of shopping.

The Food Co-op is located in the lower
level of the Student Commons and is set up
like a small grocery store. The Clothing Co-op
is housed in a former dormitory and has
fourteen shopping areas. The Food & Clothing
Co-op relies solely on the generous donations
of perishable and non-perishable food items,
clothing, household items, and monetary gifts
from individuals and organizations.

Au Gres Christian
Charities Food
Pantry

Needs for September are:
« Dry cereal

« Cream of Wheat cereal
« Canned chicken.

" {3};‘
Fort Wayne, Indiana, prepares men and
women to serve God as pastors and
deaconesses of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod. Recognizing that most
students live on a very limited income,
the Seminary has established the Co-op
to help provide food and clothing

As we head into the fall and the school year has begun, the list
of needed items is listed below (those with * are in high

. demand):
« Campbells chicken
noodle soup o Girls 0-3mths, 9mth, 5T, 6/6x*
« Campbells tomato soup, Teens: XS, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL*

o Bays 3T* 4T, 7/8**
Teens: M*, L*, XL, 2XL*, 3XL
o All sizes and genders: new socks/underwear, shoes, coats
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We welcome our newest
members to St. John:

On July 6™ Tom and Debbie LoCasico
were welcomed as members during the
morning service

On August 17" Pastor Sean McNeil,
Kathryn, and Becky Ann
were also welcomed into our church
family during the morning service.
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Friend’s of St. John

Change of address:

Pleasant View

275 Caledonia Dr.
Cathy Mueller, Rm 212
Owosso, M1 48867

Directory Update

If you know of any changes/corrections
of your family’s information, please let
the church office know either by phone
(989) 876-8910 or email:
office@stjohnaugres.com

All updates will be printed in the
monthly newsletter. Please remember to
update your 2024/25 directory.

pg. 16

add new member

Tom and Debbie LoCascio
1453 Townline R-d, Lot 4
Tawas City, MI- 48763

Tom cell: 248-807-3462
Debbie cell: 249-499-0019
thomaslocasciomi@gmail.com
deblocascio0209@gmai.com

pg 17
add new member

Pastor Sean and Kathryn McNeil
207 N. Court St.

Au Gres, MI 48703

Pastor cell: 231-750-2294

Katie cell: 517-624-9524
pastor@stjohnaugres.com
2019katiem@gmail.com



NOVEMBERELECTION!

The nominations committee has begun its
effort to prepare a slate of officers for 2026
service to St. John Congregation. If you are
interested in a role (they are defined in our
constitution/bylaws) please contact Denny
Klein, Cheryl Appold or Tim Hogan.
Nominations can also be made from the
floor during the November Voters Meeting
(11/9/2025) when the election will occur.
Please keep the committee’s work in your
prayers as the Holy Spirit guides our
members to serve in a variety of ways
(1 Corinthians 12: 12...).

OLW

Trunk R Treat

Will be held again this
year on October 31,

Watch the bulletin for
more details to emerge.

Ladies €ard Party
When: September 26, 1pm
Where: Church MPR q :7?
Bring snacks to % :'I"_' ' \
share and come e
join the fun!

’. r

adies Retreat

(Bring & friend)

Come join us as we make quilts to
bless those who have suffered
disasters, in the US and around the
world. NO experience is necessary.
Join us on September 18 starting at
10:00 am.

: What Happens When Women Pray?

9:00am - 3:00pm

5315 Henderson Lake Rd.
Prescott 48756
989-873-4506

"When vou pray, ga Into your room, clase your door
and pray to your Father who Is unseen. Then your
Father, wha sees what |5 done in secret, will reward

you",

Cost:
Ingath ; can goods, non-
perishable foods, paper products, and/or monetary
donations (checks to St. Frances Food Pantry),

Sponsored by:
LWML Timberline Zone

Don’t forget to mark your calendars
for the Fall Rally
at St. John West Branch
on October 9th
Details will be forthcoming.



Ladies Aid Meeting August, 2025

Opening prayer by President Jean Hogan.

Devotion by Jane Bourdeau.
Seven ladies attending.
Five greeting cards sent.

Correspondence: Thank you from Ken Bender, asking for donations was Pastor’s Study TV.
Reports: Secretary’s report read and approved. Treasurer’s report =$5,655.79 in checking. Read
and approved

LWML: Fall Retreat September 13 at Faith Lutheran in Prescott, sign up by August 29. Leave
from church at 8:45am.

New Business:

+ Motion made by Roxanne: Resolved that the St. John Lutheran Church Ladies Aid
Treasurer be empowered to obtain a Credit Card connected to its Horizon bank checking
account, to facilitate easier payments and online purchases authorized by the members.
Discussed and seconded by Veronica. Motion passed.

« Motion made by Roxanne that the Ladies Aid purchase a second chasuble for Pastor. Jean
will discuss this with Pastor and ask for his approval. Discussed and seconded by Cheryl.
Motion passed.

« We are in need of more Altar care help. Please consider helping to set up and take down for
Communion days. See Pat Metzger if interested.

« Mission of the month is our seminary student Ben.

» Quilting: September 18, Cards: September 26.

« September coffee hour hostesses are Jane Bourdeau and Vicki Huber. Ladies Aid Hostess
for September meeting are Linda Daly and Veronica Hiveley.

Motion to adjourn by Jane Bourdeau.

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer
Respectfully submitted by, Vicki Huber

"O sweet September, thy first breezes bring
The dry leaf's rustle and the squirrel's laughter,
The cool fresh air whence health and vigor spring
And promise of exceeding joy hereafter." -George Arnold
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Close, closed, close[d] Communion:
Three words, one meaning

By Matthew C. Harrison
There are three simple but main points to closed Communion:
1. Concern that the recipients know “what they seek” and “why they come” (Luther’s Large
Catechism, “Of the Sacrament of the Altar”), and therefore receive Christ’s body and blood
for their benefit (forgiveness), not harm (1 Cor. 11).
2.The New Testament requires unity in doctrine and doctrinal practice (1 Cor. 1:10, etc.).
3.There are exceptional cases that require pastoral discretion.

Not too long ago, a pastor told me a humorous story about his “theological interview” as he was
about to finish seminary training in the mid-1980s. This was done before the faculty certified a
student for a call to a parish. One professor asked him, “What is closed Communion?” The
pastor told me that, after that, “the three profs argued among themselves for the rest of the
time.”.

The Rev. Dr. F.A.O. Pieper (professor at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis [CSL}, 1878-1931; CSL
president, 1887-1931; president of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, 1899-1911) wrote
the main theological, doctrinal textbook used since the 1920s and even today in our seminaries.
He wrote in German about closed Communion but added English to be very clear in the
American context.

“Die apostolische Kirche praktiziert nicht ‘open’ sondern ‘closed’ communion,” Pieper wrote,
which means, “The apostolic church practiced not ‘open’ but ‘closed’ Communion.” By the time
the text was published in English in the mid-1950s, the editor had changed the word “closed” to

Continued on the next page



“close,” evidently thinking that the word “close” was a gentler way to express the practice.

The term “closed” had come from the ancient church practice of the deacon crying out, “The doors,
the doors,” which were closed to the unbaptized and those undergoing instruction before being
admitted to Communion. “Close” came particularly from Baptist sources, albeit depicting another
truth: that there is a closeness in belief among those who commune.

The New Testament and Lutheran view is derived from the word koinonia, or “communion,” which
means having something in common. In this case, we Christians share Christ and His gifts — gifts
that make us one in Him. Where Christ and His teaching are rejected, there is no communion. We
Lutherans firmly believe, though, that there are millions upon millions of Christians who believe —
sometimes against the public teaching of their own church bodies — that Jesus died for their sins, and
that they trust in Him by faith alone for eternal life.

As the Synod faced challenges that grew out of the American context, the move to English, and the
rise of historical criticism, our theological terminology underwent various influences, nuances and
changes. A certain mythology of meaning was ascribed to terms like “closed Communion” and “close
Communion,” and a term was invented to try to speak into the confusion: “close(d) Communion.” In
some minds “closed” meant communing only members of one’s own congregation, while “close”
meant communing only the baptized (including other denominations), or perhaps

those who agree on the “real presence.” Neither the baptized (including other denominations), or
perhaps those who agree on the “real presence.” Neither the Bible, the Lutheran Confessions or any
resolutions of the LCMS support these ideas.

In fact, the Synod in convention has spoken very clearly to this issue on many occasions, including in
2023, when it adopted Res. 5-09 (“To Review Guidance on Admission to the I.ord’s Supper”) by,
88.9%. Included in the resolution is a resolved stating that the words “close,” “closed” and “close(d)”
all mean the same thing, despite the accretions of attributed meaning. The Synod’s public confession
on this matter has remained the same from its first president, the Rev. Dr. C.EEW. Walther, to Dr.
Pieper, to today.

For the forgiveness of sins. Allow me to elaborate three brief points upon which our public doctrine
and practice are based. First, I think we all agree with Paul’s clear words: “Whoever, therefore, eats
the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body
and blood of the Lord. Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the
cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on
himself” (1 Cor. 11:27-29).

None of us wants a person to take the Sacrament to his detriment. That’s why so many Communion
statements make as clear as possible that we believe that the very body and blood of Christ — the
same body and blood that hung on the cross — is actually present in the Sacrament. “It is the true
body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and wine, instituted by Christ Himself for
us Christians to eat and to drink” (Luther’s Small Catechism, “The Sacrament of the Altar”). We

Continued on the next page



believe and teach exactly what Jesus says: “This is my body. ... This is my blood.” All this “for
the forgiveness of sins.

May Christians who belong to another denomination (which may even publicly reject these very
cardinal truths about the Sacrament), but who recognize their need for forgiveness, believe that
Christ died for their sins and believe His words “Take, eat, this is my body” receive the
Sacrament at our altars to their benefit? Yes.

Second, there is more behind the practice. The New Testament rejects participation in false
teaching over and over again. It also demands unity of believers in the truth and separation
from false teaching and erring fellowships. This is hard for us. We are American individualists.
No church or pastor is going to tell me what’s what in my personal relationship with Jesus!

While each communicant has the personal accountability of repenting and believing what the
Lord gives (His body and blood) for forgiveness, pastors have a responsibility too. St. Paul calls
pastors “stewards of the mysteries of God” (1 Cor. 4:1). Luther put Hebrews 13:17 in the
catechism: “Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls,
as those who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for
that would be of no advantage to you.” And the Preface to our Book of Concord very clearly
states that we believe there are Christians outside the Lutheran church who may not have come
to agreement with us on all doctrinal points. The Augsburg Confession states that sacraments
are “marks of profession among men.”

Third, there are cases of pastoral discretion. All of our Synod resolutions on the subject grant
this. Life throws all kinds of strange, unique and interesting situations at us. Pastors make
judgment calls for the spiritual benefit of persons involved.

A few years back a friend of my wife shared that her lapsed Roman Catholic husband was given
only weeks to live. I visited him. He was in bad shape. I spoke very pointedly to him about his
spiritual condition. He received and believed the Gospel when I told him what Luther told his
friend, “Christ dwells only in sinners.” I added, “You’d better be one.”

He confessed his sins, and I absolved him. I asked him if he believed what he had been taught as
a Catholic, that the bread and wine are the body and blood. He said yes. I asked if he believed
Jesus when He said, “Take, eat. ... Take, drink. ... Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins.” He said yes. I communed him. Guess what? He then proceeded to get better! I began
taking him through the catechism, the senior pastor finished up, and he was confirmed before
dying a year or so later. Thanks be to God.

The Apology of the Augsburg Confession (XI 66) says that our pastors are “good men” who will
know what to do in such situations. Our pastors are good men. Bulletin statements that teach
the truth about what the Sacrament is and why we take it are very good.

Continued on the next page



But inviting all who believe such statements, without regard to their church membership or lack
thereof, is not pastoral discretion. At a minimum, such statements should add, “Please speak to
the pastor” (or perhaps a trained elder) before communing, or maybe, “If you would like to
speak with the pastor, please call the church office during the week.” Inviting people to come to
the rail, cross arms and receive a blessing is a fine, welcoming alternative. It’s what we do at my
parish. Ironically, not communing everyone is a great way to initiate spiritual conversations with
individuals, conversations that often lead to a catechism class. In this day and age, many are
looking for churches that stand for something. That includes at the Communion rail.

The Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison is president of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

Spotlight on one of our members

by Sandra Jantzi
Those of you who know Jill Gehringer know that she

has hiking in her blood. Many a weekend finds her on a

trail somewhere in Michigan or other parts of the
world. For many years she had a dream to hike all
2,194 miles of the Appalachian Trail. Her husband
Rick, has encouraged her as she has worked to
complete this monumental goal.

In 2022 I had the privilege of hiking over 200 miles
with her. I was impressed with her determination, love
of God’s creation, and desire to learn the stories of
those she came in contact with.

At the end of last year’s hike, she had 240 miles to
complete and on July 29 of this year, she went back
out with a friend to hike what hikers agree are the most
challenging mountains on the trail - The White
Mountains. Jill approached this section with the same
way she always does, with determination and
dependance on God. She told me that she begins every
day with “The Lord’s Prayer” and feels Him with her
each step of the way.

If you wonder at Jill’s love for others, she showed it on
August 25" when she chose to get off trail because her
friend was needed at home, despite only being 32 miles
shy of completing her goal. In the end her friend’s life
was more important to her.

mT WAsHINCTON MRS o
ar,

suMMIT

Jill on top of Mt. Washington, a
mountain known for its volatile and
extreme weather conditions.

Jill plans, Lord willing, to return
later this year or early next summer
to complete the remaining miles. Let
her be an encouragement to you. If
you have dreams, get out there and
work toward accomplishing them.
And don’t forget to love those God
puts in your path, even if it delays
your goal for a few months.
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““ St. John Lutheran Church
Am=—ge= )06 North Court St.
“ P.O. Box 763
Au Gres, Ml 48703

Letter from the editor

As a little girl T was drawn to communion. I couldn’t wait until I was old enough to go forward with my
parents to partake of this very special sacrament. I remember the reverence with which my father, one of the
elders, approached this special event. After the service as he put away the grape juice and bread (In case
you’re wondering, I grew up in a Mennonite church who would blanch at the thought of using wine!) he
would teach me and any other children present about what each item represented. He taught me to respect
this gift from our Lord and Savior and the heavy responsibility our pastor had in serving this sacrament to
our church family. Because of what he taught me, I can understand and respect Closed Communion without
feeling excluded by your congregation.

If you enter the office on any given Wednesday, you will most likely stumble upon Pastor McNeil and I
talking about our differing Theological beliefs. I am learning to appreciate what the Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod believes and teaches, even though I may disagree on some points. I am thankful that though
we may share differing theological stances, we have one common goal...to glorify and serve our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ. (We also don’t have as many theological differences as one might think.) If you find
yourself out and about on a Wednesday morning, don’t hesitate to stop in and join the conversation!

sandra jantzi




