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“Let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus.” Hebrews 12:1

By Pastor Sean McNeil

You may have heard me
speak about martyrdom in my
short time with you. Even before
Charlie Kirk was martyred on
September 10th, | would speak
on how we all are to die to
ourselves, pick up our cross, and
follow Christ. In light of the
shocking events of the shooting
at Annunciation Catholic School
and Charlie Kirk’s murder, let’s
put this idea in writing.

First, lets define the term; the
greek ‘pdptug’ (martoos) simply
means witness. Any person who
bears witness to something is a
‘martyr’ to that thing. Many of
you, for instance, are ‘martyrs’
of my ordination. Next, how has
the Church defined martyrdom
historically? For Christians,
being a witness of Jesus Christ
always includes a cross, it
always includes suffering. A
martyr is one who suffers for

Worship at 9:00 am
Bible Study on Psalm
at10:15 am

With Pastor Sean McNeil

LWML Fall Rally

“Life Shines in Darkness”
St. John Lutheran W Branch
Qctober 9

9:00 am - 3:00 pm

Sunday School

A time of Bible learning,
geared for our school age
children, is held each
Sunday following the
morning worship, during
the coffee fellowship time.



their witness to Christ. There
are three types of martyrdom
according to classical Christian
thought, green, white, and red.

Green Martyrs

Likely named after the monks
of Ireland, green martyrs are
those who are constantly
fighting against the passions of
the flesh and dying to their
sinful nature.All Christians are
called to be green martyrs!
Indeed, many of you already
are. How does this make you a
witness? First, it hurts. Refusing
sin and the urges of your fallen
flesh is hard, painful, and
requires effort. Second, it makes
you a better person. By
constant devotion and cross-
carrying, you will stand out
amongst the people of the
world who refuse this endeavor.
How do we do this? By constant
prayer, training of the flesh, and
devotion in God’s Word. We
have no strength of our own to
become green martyrs. We need
the constant strength of the
Holy Spirit, our comforter to
achieve sanctification.

So say the morning and
evening prayers in the Small
Catechism, read your bible,
come and talk to your pastor
during the week, even just to
chat about what you have been
reading. Ask me about what I'm
reading!

Outward training of the flesh
is also a fine practice. Fasting is
a strong spiritual tool. We are
not spirits trapped in a body,
rather we are incarnate beings,
made up of body and soul
When we develop discipline

who

over the body, it becomes
easier to gain discipline in your
spiritual life, and vice versa.
Finally, come to Church. Love
one another by receiving God’s
gifts with one another.

White Martyrs
White martyrs are those
Christians who witness to Christ

by suffering outside
persecution, yet without
shedding blood (their robes

remain white). We see this in
the Church calendar. Those
Saints who are commemorated
were martyred are
celebrated with red paraments
(Matthew, Peter, Paul, etc),
whereas those who did not
shed their blood are celebrated
with white paraments (Mary,
Joseph, John, etc.).

We very well may be called to
be white martyrs. Whether that
be taunting, shunning,
reputation  destruction, or
something of a more physical
nature like imprison-ment,
beatings, or fines from the
government. In this post
christian country of ours we
must be prepared to suffer all
these things and more for the
sake of him who died for us. If
we are called to be white
martyrs, we witness that
nothing in this life, reputation,
money, freedom, or bodily
health, is worth denying our
Lord Christ.

Red Martyrs
Red martyrs are self
explanatory, they died for their
witness to Christ and him
crucified. A few weeks ago, |

considered the possibility of
becoming a red martyr to be
small. Now I'm not so secure in
that opinion. True, Au Gres is
not a dangerous place to be a
Christian. But with the rise of
social media, radical anti-
christian ideas are spreading
guickly. It isn’t out of the
guestion anymore. And if we die
for the faith? So be it! Praise
God that you were counted
worthy to suffer for the sake of
the Gospel. The blood of the
martyrs is the seed of the
Church; look how much fruit
Charlie Kirk’'s martyrdom has
reaped already!

Christ is risen. He has defeated
death by death. We, though we
die, live forever in him. Death is
a mere portal now. So if it were
to come to red martyrdom,
stand firm. Stand firm and
witness to the one who
overcame death, sin and devil

all for you and the one
persecuting you.
Dear Saints of St. John,

Christianity is not a religion that
teaches you how to live a
comfortable life. It’s a religion
that teaches you to live well. It’s
a religion that prepares you to
die well. Included in this
Newsletter is the first part of St.
Ignatius’ epistle to the Church in
Rome. In it he describes his
imminent martyrdom, and his
joyful heart that God had called
him to be a witness to Christ.
Read it, it’'s magnificent. Part
two will come out in the
November newsletter.

May God bless us as we strive
to be green martyrs.



Ladies Aid Meeting September 2025
Opening prayer by President Jean Hogan.
Devotion by Linda Daly.
Seven ladies present.
Four greeting cards sent.
No correspondence.

Reports: Secretary’s report read and approved. Treasurer’s report=$5,528. 89 in checking. Read and
approved.

Committees: LWML Rally will be October 9, in West Branch. Speaker is Paul Clark from Lutheran’s for
Life.

Old Business: Carol made a motion to purchase two chasubles for Pastor. It was decided to give the
Pastor a check for $653.80 so he could order exactly what he needs. Seconded by Marilyn. Motion
passed.

New Business: Pastor and Pat are deciding on a date for LWML Sunday.
» We will discuss our November Bazaar in October. Please bring in any items we could use to help fill
the baskets (candles, books, hand soaps, etc.)
* Mission of the month is Orphan Grain Train and our seminary student.
e Quilting will resume in January. Cards will be October 17*.
e Sunday Fellowship coordinator for October will be Roxanne. Ladies Aid hostesses for our October
meeting will be Cheryl and Jean.

Motion to adjourn.
Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted by,
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News for all the ladies

« Women of the Word (WOW) meets
each Monday morning at 10 am.
Come join us as we study God'’s

Don't let your Kohl's Cash expire!
Donate to the Ladies Aid to
purchase items for the Christmas

Word together. , Baskets. If you have Kohl's Cash
« The monthly Ladies Card Party will =~ 4n, that you won't be using
be held on October 17" at 1 pm. -y ‘:@ contact Janet Sahr
Bring a treat to share and enjoy an TR N 989-245-0619.
afternoon of fun. Thank you for your support!

e Quilting will resume in January

¢ Bazaar info will be discussed at the

October meeting. Plan to be there! ‘WM‘
TIMBERLINE ZONE
LWML Fall Retreat FALL RALLY

Congratulations to Vicki Huber, who won Life Shines in Darkness
the quilt at the LWML fall retreat at Faith John 1:4-5
Prescott. Those who attended had a '
wonderful day with our sisters in Christ. p ..,-.)
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Speaker: Rev. Paul Clark
Lutherans for Life

Thursday, October 9, 20256
Registration begins at 9 am
St. John Lutheran Church
155 Fairview St.
West Branch, Ml 48661

Ingathering:
THAN your B Monetary gifts for Lutherans for Life

£e 2 . and/or

34 m/u, . Life Choices Pregnancy Center - West Branch
ﬁ’}f B gl or

P F ; ltems for the Pregnancy Center including the following:

T Disposable diapers - sizes 3-8 (not size 1)
New Baby clothes Size 0-5T (Boys and Girls)
Wipes, Lotion, Baby Wash

Photo courtesy of Cheryl Appold



The Epistle of Ighatius
to the Romans

Greeting

Ignatius, who is also called Theophorus, to
the Church which has obtained mercy,
through the majesty of the Most High
Father, and Jesus Christ, His only-begotten
Son; the Church which is beloved and
enlightened by the will of Him that wills all
things which are according to the love of
Jesus Christ our God, which also presides
in the place of the region of the Romans,
worthy of God, worthy of honor, worthy of
the highest happiness, worthy of praise,
worthy of obtaining her every desire,
worthy of being deemed holy, and which
presides over love, is named from Christ,
and from the Father, which | also salute in
the name of Jesus Christ, the Son of the
Father: to those who are united, both
according to the flesh and spirit, to every
one of His commandments; who are filled
inseparably with the grace of God, and are
purified from every strange taint, [I wish]
abundance of happiness unblameably, in
Jesus Christ our God.

Chapter 1. As a prisoner, | hope to see you
Through prayer to God | have obtained the
privilege of seeing your most worthy faces,
and have even been granted more than |
requested; for | hope as a prisoner in Christ
Jesus to salute you, if indeed it be the will
of God that | be thought worthy of attaining
unto the end. For the beginning has been
well ordered, if | may obtain grace to cling
to my lot without hindrance unto the end.
For | am afraid of your love, lest it should
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do me an injury. For it is easy for you to
accomplish what you please, but it is
difficult for me to attain to God, if you
spare me.

Chapter 2. Do not save me from
martyrdom
For it is not my desire to act towards you as
a man-pleaser, but as pleasing God, even as
also you please Him. For neither shall | ever
have such [another] opportunity of
attaining to God; nor will you, if you shall
now be silent, ever be entitled to the honor
of a better work. For if you are silent
concerning me, | shall become God's; but if
you show your love to my flesh, | shall
again have to run my race. Pray, then, do
not seek to confer any greater favor upon
me than that | be sacrificed to God while
the altar is still prepared; that, being
gathered together in love, you may sing
praise to the Father, through Christ Jesus,
that God has deemed me, the bishop of
Syria, worthy to be sent for from the east
unto the west. It is good to set from the
world unto God, that | may rise again to
Him.

Cont. next page



The Epistle of Ignatius to the Romans Cont.

Chapter 3. Pray rather that | may attain to
martyrdom

You have never envied any one; you have
taught others. Now | desire that those
things may be confirmed [by your
conduct], which in your instructions you
enjoin [on others]. Only request in my
behalf both inward and outward strength,
that | may not only speak, but [truly] will;
and that | may not merely be called a
Christian, but really be found to be one.
For if | be truly found [a Christian], | may
also be called one, and be then deemed
faithful, when | shall no longer appear to
the world. Nothing visible is eternal. For
the things which are seen are temporal,
but the things which are not seen are
eternal. For our God, Jesus Christ, now
that He is with the Father, is all the more
revealed [in His glory]. Christianity is not a
thing of silence only, but also of [manifest]
greatness.

Chapter 4. Allow me to fall a prey to the
wild beasts

| write to the Churches, and impress on
them all, that | shall willingly die for God,
unless you hinder me. | beseech of you not

disciple of Christ, when the world shall not
see so much as my body. Entreat Christ for
me, that by these instruments | may be
found a sacrifice [to God]. | do not, as Peter
and Paul, issue commandments unto you.
They were apostles; | am but a condemned
man: they were free, while | am, even until
now, a servant. But when | suffer, | shall be
the freedman of Jesus, and shall rise again
emancipated in Him. And now, being a
prisoner, | learn not to desire anything
worldly or vain.

Chapter 5. | desire to die

From Syria even unto Rome | fight with
beasts, both by land and sea, both by night
and day, being bound to ten leopards, |
mean a band of soldiers, who, even when
they receive benefits, show themselves all
the worse. But | am the more instructed by
their injuries [to act as a disciple of Christ];
yet am | not thereby justified. 1 Corinthians
4.4 May | enjoy the wild beasts that are
prepared for me; and | pray they may be
found eager to rush upon me, which also |
will entice to devour me speedily, and not
deal with me as with some, whom, out of
fear, they have not touched. But if they be
unwilling to assail me, | will compel them to

do so. Pardon me [in this): | know what is for
my benefit. Now | begin to be a disciple. And
let no one, of things visible or invisible, envy
me that | should attain to Jesus Christ. Let
fire and the cross; let the crowds of wild
beasts; let tearings, breakings, and
dislocations of bones; let cutting off of
members; let shatterings of the whole body;
and let all the dreadful torments of the
devil come upon me: only let me attain to
Jesus Christ.

to show an unseasonable good-will-
towards me. Allow me to become food for
the wild beasts, through whose
instrumentality it will be granted me to
attain to God. | am the wheat of God, and
let me be ground by the teeth of the wild
beasts, that | may be found the pure bread
of Christ. Rather entice the wild beasts,
that they may become my tomb, and may
leave nothing of my body; so that when |
have fallen asleep [in death], | may be no
trouble to anyone. Then shall I truly be a
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Let your inner child come out and play!
We need people to donate candy before the event, as well as people
willing to decorate a table in the fellowship hall and hand out candy.
Candy donations can be dropped off in the parish office.



Mission of the Month

LutheranBible
Translators

Lutheran Bible Translators partners with local leaders to create translation
programs for the many communities who do not have access to God’s Word in their
native language. Your prayers and financial gifts enable us to provide the resources,
tools, and the support local leaders need to make the Word of God more accessible
than ever.

Our Mission
e Lutheran Bible Translators makes God’s Word accessible to those who do not yet
have it in the language they understand best.
Our Vision
» Vibrant Christian communities, deeply rooted in God’s Word, engaging fully in
God’s mission, in this generation.
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1\('(\3 Every dropof O, A, B, and AB too.
Positive, negative—labels apart,
What truly matters is the gift from the heart.

It’s safe to give, it's brave to share, =

A silent deed that shows we care. ( "\ i
Not gold, nor gems, nor rayalty, T .\/
But a gift of life — from veins to victory. E )

So rofl your sieaves, be brave, be kind,
The world needs hearts that freely bind.
One donation can save lives three 11} I
and our love can save humanity. N LT
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Food Pantry

’\ Items needed:
hygiene items,
boxes of cereal,

Campbells Tomato or Chicken Noodle Soup,

any non perishable pantry items. Drop

them in the grocery cart in our fellowship
hall.




— - = - ——

e e ——

-"5 ——

| D HBI‘,E 15?455033

e ——

R, ui\ T

Wouldnt it be easierf we
Juﬁf gove in ahd became
. v Snowbirds?® ’
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Snowbirds

Please let me know if your
address has changed, when
you will be leaving, and
approximate time you will
return so that | can mail the
newsletter accordingly.
-Sandra




St. John Lutheran Au Gres

Phone Directory

The following should be updated in your 2024/25
directory. As always, if you know of any changes or
corrections to your family’s information, please let
the church office know. email:
office@stjohnaugres.com

Page 7 - Kara Caulfield (remove and add to own
family)

Page 16 - Sean Mattia (deceased)

Page 26 - Caden (NM) and Kara Zeien

Correction from September’s newsleter:
Page 16 - Tom LoCascio: (248) 807-3463

Debbie LoCascio: (248) 499-0019

INLOUING |

MEMORY Il !! '

Our condolences go out to
the family of Sean Mattia
who went to be with God on
August 23" . Funeral
Services were held on
August 28, at Lee-Ramsay
Funeral Home- Standish
with Rev. Bill Davis
presiding. Internmentin
Sims-Whitney Cemetery.

Chris and Heather Caulfield Council. Your kind contribution will
are happy to announce the marriage help ensure our caring profesionals
of their daughter, are here to support and protect our

Kara, to Caden Zeien.

at the Chapel in the Park.
Congratulations to the happy couple.

Thank you so much for your
generous contribution to the CAN

children. Thank you for giving our

. community’s most vulnerable
Caden and Kara were married on childen a place to turn for help,

August 9, 2025 hope,and a safer future.

For the protection of our children,

Thank
b0

Heather Fisher
Precident




Catechism Corner:
The Ten Commandments

This month we dive into the Catechism in
earnest. As we gain new confirmands, please
continue to pray for them, encourage them, and
learn with them. When we all take part in the
process of catechesis, the body is built stronger,
and our young people are shown just how vital
our Christian faith is.

Order of the Catechism

First, why the Ten Commandments first?
Why not the Creed or the Lord’s Prayer? As we
begin to learn who our God is and what he does
for us, it is prudent to first learn who we are. Are
we fallen people with the strength to work our
way up the spiritual ladder (Nimrod learned his
lesson at Babbel)? Are we righteous with some
exterior stains to scrub away? No! We are poor,
miserable sinners with a cancer called sin! We
cannot save ourselves in the smallest way! This is
the point of putting the commandments first. To
learn how to live a God-pleasing life? Yes, but
more importantly, to see our need for the grace
of God, which is expounded upon in the following
parts of the Catechism.

Why?

So why are the Ten Commandments here?
Why did God give them to us? There are three
main reasons: The three uses of God’s Law, how
to live the good life, and to reveal to us God’s
nature.

The Three Uses of the Law
God’s Law has three impacts upon us. These
are 1) the curb, 2) the mirror, and 3) the guide.

1.) The Law acts as a curb to evil. Both we and
the unbelieving world are discouraged from
committing evil because we know that there will
be consequences. If you steal or murder, prison
will be your reward. If you lie or cheat, society will
eventually shun you and count you as dishonest
and undesirable. This use of the Law applies to all
people and is founded on pure (albeit healthy)
fear.

2.) The Law also acts as a mirror; it shows us
how wicked and evil we truly are and reveals our

need for a savior. We don’t honor God alone; we
take his name for granted. We fail to rest on the
sabbath day. We dishonor parents, hate our
neighbor, lust after others, lie, steal, covet, etc,,
daily. Who will save us from this body of death!
Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our savior,
who has died for our sins and delivered us from
ourselves!

3.) Finally, the Law is our Guide. After we
have been enlightened by the Holy Spirit through
Word and Sacrament, we have a new, God-given
desire to please our Father in heaven! How are we
to do this? What are our marching orders? Turn to
the Ten Commandments, and consider your daily
life! How can you love God in prayer and
devotion? How can you care for and honor your
parents and those in authority over you? How can
you love your spouse? How can you support your
neighbor? The Commandments lead us to
consider all these things and live the good life, the
life of love for God and service to those God has
given us.

God’s Nature

The Ten Commandments also reveal to us
who God is. Try stating the Ten Commandments
positively. For instance, why does God command
us to worship him alone? Because he’s the one
and only true God! Why does God forbid
adultery? Because he is faithful, that’s who he is
and how he made us to be! Why does God forbid
murder? Because he is the God of life! You see,
the Ten Commandments reveat to us who God is.
He doesn’t command all these things just
because. He doesn’t even command them
because they are good for us. He commands them
because of who he is.

Conclusion

Take these commandments and keep them in
your heart. They are more than just harsh rules
that keep you from doing what you want. They are
instructions for the good life; they show you who
God is and your need for him. Most of all, they
drive us to the cross of Christ. They drive us there
to receive mercy, and they drive us there to marvel
at the glory of who God is. Next month, we will
explore the marvelous revelation of who God is in
the Apostle’s Creed.



Lord, give our
teachers patience!

Halfway through the semester, | discovered
that a student was retaking my course,
even though he’d gotten an A- the first time
through. When | asked him why, he had no
recollection of having taken the class
before. “But you know,” he said, after
mulling it over, “l thought some of this
seemed familiar. | just couldn’t remember
where I'd heard it before.”

“l got called the g word,” sobbed a third-
grade girl. “OK. Let’s calm down,” | said,
kneeling beside her. “Now, exactly what
were you called?” Between sobs she
blurted,

“G..g..jerk!"

“How do you spell toad?” one of my first-
grade students asked.

“We just read a story about a toad,” | said,
then helped him spell it out: “T-O-A-D.”
Satisfied, he finished writing the story he’d
begun, then read it aloud: “l toad my mama
| wanted a dog for my birthday.”

Walking through the hallways at our middle
school, | saw a new substitute teacher
standing outside his classroom with his
forehead against a locker. | heard him
mutter, “How did you get yourself into
this?”

Knowing he was assigned to a difficult
class, | tried to offer moral support. “Are
you okay?” | asked. “Can | help?” He lifted
his head and replied, “I'll be fine as soon as
| get this kid out of his locker”

| recently ran into an old student of mine,
who said, “I always liked you. You never had
favorites. You were mean to everyone.”

A police car with flashing lights pulled me -
over near the high school where | teach. As
the officer asked for my license and
registration, my students began to drive
past. Some honked their horns, others
hooted and still others stopped to
admonish me for speeding. Finally the
officer asked me if | was a teacher at the
school, and I told him | was. “I think you’ve
paid your debt to society,” he concluded
with a smile, and left without giving me a
ticket.

-Readers Digest

WEEKEND
BACKPACK

PROGRAM

The backpack program, which provides
food for students whose families do not
have enough resources to provide them
with meals over the weekend, will be
starting this month at the Au Gres-Sims
Elementary School. If you are interested
in helping with this ministry, please
contact Roxanne Kline. Last year we
served 24 students.
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ﬂl St. John Lutheran Church
A mm—
"--J*l*“' PO Box 763

“ Au Gres, M1 48703

Letter from the Editor

As a little girl | remember | enjoyed doing dishes with my mom. Not necessarily
the work, but | loved the conversations we had. There is one conversation that has
impacted my view on living my life with Christ.

A movie about the Reformation had just come out and was in theatres. Growing
up our church discouraged theatre attendance, but our pastor decided that
everyone should go see this movie. | was so excited to actually go and see a movie
in a real theatre!

What | saw terrified me. Thankfully instead of hiding my fear, | felt comfortable
talking to my mom about it. She helped me process what the movie was about and
the gruesome deaths of those who gave their life for Christ. What she told me has
stuck with me as | work to follow Christ. She said, “As you follow Christ, it is your
job to learn to love Him with all your heart, your soul, your mind, and your strength.
If you do that, and He asks you to suffer a martyr’s death, He will also give you the

strength and grace to face that death.” W% ﬁ M?‘
/i




