ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH
P.0. Box 763 - 206 N. Court Street
AuGres, Ml 48703-0763

' 1-989-876-8910
2025 e-mail address - office@stiohnaugres.coi” |
Newsletter web site - www.stjohnaugres.org From the Pastor

“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world (John 1:29)”.

Dear brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus. On Ash Wednesday, March 5, we
will once more enter the season of Lent. Our Congregation will have a
worship Service with Holy Communion at 6:30 p.m., A Lenten daily
devotional booklet is being made available in the Church entryway. We will
also have Lenten Services every Wednesday evening during Lent at 6:30 p.m.
in addition to our Sunday Morning 9 a.m. As part of a time-honored tradition
of fasting as self-denial, some may consider giving up some pleasure or
pastime until we celebrate the Resurrection.

Why do we have these extra events? Because, the season of Lent is a time of
concentrating on the cross of Jesus, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin
of the world. What Jesus did for us when He offered His life on the cross for
our sins is the heart of our faith. It is the source of our life. Without the
forgiveness of sins which Jesus earned for us, we would be hopelessly lost in
our sins and could never hope to be in heaven. Like no other time, Lent
reminds us that it’s not all about us, it’s all about Jesus and what He did for

us.

In a sense, during this season, we are going into a valley, one where we
remember that our sins nailed the Savior to the cross. We try to take our
attention away from all that the devil dangles in front of us to distract us in
order to look to Jesus and to remember that He lovingly carried away our
sins. We will come out of the valley to celebrate the Resurrection on April 20.

Please prayerfully consider joining your sisters and brothers in Christ for
worship and prayerful reflection as we consider the cross and the resurrection
and what they mean for us.

In Jesus, Pastor Ted Voll

“Drawn to the Cross, which Thou hast blest,
With healing gifts for souls distressed,

To find in Thee my life, my rest,

Christ crucified, I come.”
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By Dr. Donna Arthur Downs

sh Wednesday begins Where would we be if Jesus had said
the season of Lent, a after walking along for a while
time for reflection on our “I'm so very weary and so very tired —

sin so that we are led to I can’'t walk another mile”
contrition, and then, to If He'd put down His cross, turned His back on the crowd,
the cross. The use of ashes and quit without finishing His task,
reminds us of death and Where would you be and where would I be?

1 Have you ever just stopped to ask?
mourning.

_ X What would we say if Jesus had said,
With the first sin from “I'm not going to die for you!

Adam and Eve, death was | What have you done for me today?
brought into this world. ! I'll do no more than that for you!”
We mourn the damage B If Jesus had merely lived for Himself,
that sin does. We mourn B if He hadn’t unselfishly died,

that we have participated ' Where would you be and where would I be

in the sin that destroyed if Jesus had never tried?

our relationship with God = Sl s Iy L
and our relationships with ut Jesus did come, and Jesus cid walk,
3t P and He carried His cross to His death.

Phers, ;' : ; He gave all for you and He gave all for me —

- R ot = He gave 'til his dying breath.
We begin this journey of o o So how can we live so fruitless each day?
Lent as we approach our How can we so easily tire?
confession of sin, and S If we would live just one day as Jesus did live,
through this, we know the HEY wed set the whole world on fire!

only solution is the cross of

Christ. From Poems of Faith: A journey

through faith one poem at a time
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Lent a;ad rep_entance

Lent is a season of repentance. But for many of us, “repen-
tance” is an offensive word. It sounds so remorseful.

In reality. it isn't remorseful at ali. The toot word for
“repentance” is the Greek word metanoia. from which our
word “metamorphosis” comes. The great image of this is the
butterfly emerging from its cocoen: the caterpillar being
transformed into new life.

No one is remorseful about that! Nor should we be with
repentance. which involves leaving the past and emerging
into new life.
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Call Committee:

We continue to be in a waiting period in our Pastoral search process. The congregation
approved making a request to Synod through the Michigan District for a Seminary Graduate.
The result of this request will not be announced until April 28. Until then we will work to
prepare for the possibility that we will not be assigned a graduate and will need to continue to
Call from the field for a pastor.

The Vacancy Pastors (Rev. Voll and Rev. Winter) continue to do a great job supporting our
worship, congregation care and confirmation instruction needs.

Please keep the committee in your prayers as we seek the Holy Spirit’s guidance in the call
process.
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Where does the phrase “He
is risen. He is risen, indeed.
Alleluia!” come from?

The angels proclaimed the
Easter greeting to the women who
arrived at Jesus' tomb (Matt. 28:6).
The women were sent by the angels
to speak the words to the disci-
ples (Luke 24:9). The disciples also
began to speak these words to one
another (Luke 24:34). The follow-
ers of Jesus continue to this day
to speak the Easter greeting, which
is more than a report. It's a procla-
mation of the Gospel. It proclaims
the forgiveness of sins, life and
salvation to all who are condemned
by sin and death. In this way, we
participate in that first announce-
ment of Easter. We proclaim one to
another that death has been swal-
lowed up by the death of Jesus, and
we shall live forever because Jesus
is risen.
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€ by CHRISTOPHER SEIFFERLEIN

Easter season continues for weeks.

What does this time in the Church Year teach us about the faith?

What do the stripping of the altar on Good
Friday and the replacing of the paraments
for Easter symbolize?

Jesus underwent great humiliation during His
trial.when His clothing was stripped from Him
(Matt. 27:28). When Jesus died, His followers
came and wrapped His body with linen cloths.
When the women came to the tomb three days
Iater they expected to find His body there but
only found His grave clothes. Jesus left the
clothes of death behind Him. ‘The stripping of the
altar and the replacmg of the paraments make us
part of the wonderful events surrounding Jesus’
death and crucifixion. We are not observers but
participants. The altar is fully clothed again on
Easter, proclalmmg to us the. things the women
‘saw when they went to the tomb of Jesus.

05 Shutlasstoek, 1
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$ Churches were built in the shape of crosses
as early as the fourth century.

Why are many churches designed in the shape of

&N, PerileniStotkphole.com

What's the difference between
a crucifix and an empty cross?

Baby Jesus appears in our manger
at Christmas even though He is
now risen from the dead. We know
that Jesus is no longer in the man-
ger, but His bodily presence there
comforts us with what He did when
He came to earth and was born for
us. The body of Jesus on the cross
proclaims the Christ who died but
is now risen from the dead. Jesus
is no longer on the cross, but the
cross with Jesus’ body on it pro-
claims what Jesus has completed
for our salvation. The craoss, full or
empty, proclaims the atonement of
Christ for sin. In both cases, we are
reminded of the one person who
was crucified whose cross was not
the end of the story.

a cross?

The aisles at the front and cen-
ter of our churches intersect

to form the shape of the cross.
In larger churches, side apses
make this cross shape even more
apparent. Those who have been
marked with the sign of the holy
cross both upon their foreheads
and upon their hearts in Holy
Baptism live their lives under
and in the cross of Christ. Cross-

‘marked lives are shaped as they

come to the cross-shaped house
as Jesus puts the mark of His
cross on them again. Meaning,
life and forgiveness are found
in the place where the message
of the cross-is preached and the
fruits of the cross are.given out.

From where does the
name Easter come?
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> The Rev. Christopher Seifferlein (pastor@
emmanueladefl.org) is pastor of Emmanuel
Lutheran Church, Adeli, Wis.




FROM THE PRESIDENT

Should Be Us

by Rev. David A, Davis
This month' marks the Super Bowl. At the
time of this writing the author and the rest of
the State of Michigan have high hopes for the
Detroit Lions. One of the great mantras of any
championship team is teamwork. The team works
together. The team wins together. The team loses
together. Dissension in the team spells disaster.

What is stock and trade of any championship team
should be us. the Church. Unity is paramount for
people of the Kingdom. You don’t have to dig too
deep into the Scripture to find the importance accent
on unity for the people of God. Check out John 13
or 17. Jesus prays for it. Paul writes about it. See |
Corinthians 1 and 12. Contemplate the very nature
of God: Father. Son. Holy Spirit.

[t is no news. but sad news nonetheless. that
the Church and her congregations struggle with
maintaining unity. Satan bangs at the doors of our
hearts to separate us one from another. Our personal
agendas and failings chip away at it.

In the light of whoever is winning—whatever
championship in whatever sport—with excellent
unity, let’s recommit ourselves as the people of God
to unity: in our congregations, in our church body.
and in our relationships with the entire Communion
of Saints.

You don’t have to think hard or search long to find
biblical tools for maintaining and building unity.
Here's a quick list. (You can search out appropriate
Biblc citations.)

» Put the best construction on everything.

» Focus on serving. not being served.

» Talk ro the person. not about the person.

» Seek what s right. not who 5 right.

= Walk humbly: eliminate pride.

» Think in terms of being part of a body. not a

Lone Ranger.

Admittedly. the list above took almost no time
to construct. I bet you could add another six items
without thinking too long. The difficult aspect of
unity is not what it takes 1o live in it. but the living
in it.

That’s where being united in purpose, or goal.
comes in. Unity ultimately grows not from personal
action but from a shared commitment. Or a shared
hope. Or a shared end.

As the Church we have all those things in one
thing. It is the confession, faith, hope, promise that
Jesus is Lord. Unity is found in the person of Jesus.

+ He. true God and true man. has rescued us from
sin. death. and the devil.

« He wants to seek and to save the lost. and He
has invited us o be part of that mission.

« Heis good and works all things together for our
good together with the Heavenly Father.

« He is wise and has revealed His wisdom to
us through the Scripture and the power of the
Holy Spirit.

The writer of Hebrews sums it up well: ~

run with perseverance the race marked out for us,

.. let us

fixing our eves on Jesus. the pioneer and perfecter of
{faith. For the joy set before him he endured the ¢ioss,

scorning its shame. and sai down ar the right hand
of the throne of God. Consider him who endured
such opposition from sinners. so thar you will nor
grow weary and lose heart” (Hebrews 12:1-3 NI,

Books could be written abour the attractiveness of
sports. Why do people invest so much in something
that is ultimately ephemcral? The champion this
vear is an “also-ran” next year. What is it that is so
attractive?

A1 least part of it is waiching the beauty of peopie
working together, in sync, in harmony to do great
things that none of the participants could do alone.
Indeed. the unity of a team can be a beautiful thing.

{1 should be us, the Church.

Pray for it. &

Rev. David 4. Davis serves the
Michigan District, LCMS as its president.

I have held many things in my hands, and | have lost them all;
but whatever | have placed in God's hands, that | still possess.

Martin Luther



QUILTING we are

Our next quilting dates: March 13 & 27. = . Ny ‘ C l’\.rl st 4 Kids
:Ne begin at 10arr:. \(/:VOT,e as youtcar?ltand gﬂ@ ¢ | Ay e o
eave as you must. We have sent quilts OQE

to Orphan Grain Train, Lutheran World G'NL . N March 15 from 1-3pm.

Relief as well as places in the United
States that have suffered disasters.
No experience is needed. We hope to
see YOU there!

Come find out what all
the fun it about!

4 Mission of the Month \

Our mission of the Month for March is Harbor Lights Pregnancy Center.
Located on Newmans Street in Tawas, their mission is, “To provide
valid pregnancy and parental choices, educational support, and
spiritual support for the development of healthier children, families,
and communities." All services are provided free of charge.

To see what all is provided, visit their website:

S " March 9, 202
)

DAYLIGHT & AVINL. TIME

\https://www.pregnancyhelpandsupport.org /
Au Gres Christian Charity Food Pantry
Is open on Tuesdays from 10am-noon 202?
at St. Mark Catholic Church. Vacation
Needed items for March include: Bible
Shampoo/hygiene items & non-perishables School
Donations may be placed in the | Lots of fun activities! july 7th-11th
shopping cart in the fellowship hall. Music & singing, Bible Lessons, Snacks, 6-8pm
Outdoor Games, Craft Projects,
Mission Project, and Family Night & Picnic




LENTEN AND EASTER SERVICES 2025

5:30 pm - Wednesday Soup Suppers served
©:30 pm - Wednesday Worship Service

Ash Wednesday — March 5
“Blessed in Hard Times”
Pastor Bill Winter - St. John Lutheran Church, Au Gres

Lenten Midweek 2 - March 12
“Peace/Anxiety”
Pastor Ed Meyer — Faith Lutheran Church, Prescott

Lenten Midweek 3 - March 19
“Judging”
Pastor Paul Kruse — St. John Lutheran Church, Houghton Lake

Lenten Midweek 4 — March 26
“Giving/Treasures”
Pastor Adam Flanick — Our Savior Lutheran Church, Gladwin

I Mid K5 - April
“Anger/Retaliation/Enemies”
Pastor Gabe Martin - Zion Lutheran Church, Tawas

Lenten Midweek 6 — April 9
“Golden Rule/Bearing Fruit”
Pastor Bill Winter - St. John Lutheran Church, Au Gres

Maudy Thursday — April 17
Pastor Bill Winter - St. John Lutheran Church, Au Gres

Good Friday Servics - April 18

Pastor Ted Voll - St. John Lutheran Church, Au Gres

Easter Sunday - April 20th

9:00am worship service w/ Breakfast to follow
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Lent Soup Suppers @ 5:30 pm

We need people to make and serve
two soups + for the following dates:
March 26, April 2, and 9. Please sign
up in the multi-purpose room. Invite
friends to join you for supper and
worship at 6:30pm.

Eden Fields Assisted Living in Standish
(Front lobby - sitting area)

All are invited to join Pastor and Linda Cordts and the
residents for a time of Bible Study, prayer, and
Hymn sing-along on

Sunday, March 16, at 1:00 pm.

Come and sing unto the Lord along with the residents.

COFFEE HOUR HOST/HOSTESSES NEEDED

.We all enjoy coffee and snacks after worship each Sunday,

and they don’t magically appear by themselves! We need
individuals who are willing to bring snacks and oversee the
set-up, and clean-up. Many hands make light work. This is
a great way to be the hands and feet of Jesus to your fellow
brothers and sisters in Christ.
March hostess:
Pat Metzger 989-867-4734 ) :
Contact Pat or sign up in the fellowship hall ?

St



Ark Encounter and Creation Museum

Bus Trip
June 16-19, 2025

Approximate Cost $700 per person double occupancy includes:

. Motorcoach transportation by Beyond Horizons
. 3 Nights’ accommodation at the same hotel

. Admission to the Ark Encounter

. Admission to the Creation Museum

. Dinner Cruise with BB Riverboats

. Tour the National Museum of the US Air Force
. Free time at Newport on the Levee

¢ Admission to the Newport Aquarium

For more mformat_lon._ call Pastor Ted Vall (989)980 1750
%g‘_ﬁ“, : = (e s
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Thrivent Choice Dollars Expire Monday, March 31

Attention Thrivent Members ~ Please direct your Thrivent Choice Dollars to Orphan Grain Train before they expire
on Monday, March 31, 2025. Please keep in mind that the phones will be very busy on that Monday so why

not designate your Choice Dollars Today. It is simple and doesn't cost you anything but your time. YOU MUST
RENEW THE DISTRIBUTION OF YOUR CHOICE DOLLARS EVERY YEAR. YOUR CHOICE OF A PRIOR YEAR DOES NOT

CARRY OVER.

There are two ways to direct your Choice Dollars. Go to www.thriventchoice.com or call 1-800-847-4836 and
say “choice dollars” at automation.

Thank you for considering OGT when making your Choice Dollars donation. th riven t’




Average Weekly Church Attendance -
49

TOTAL MEMBERSHIP
Baptized 348
Confirmed 246

Heavenly vision

Known as the “queen of gospel song writers.” Fanny Crosby
(1820-1915) wrote more than 9,000 Chrstian hymns,
including “Blessed Assurance” and “Safe in the Arms of
Jesus.” Blind from a young age, she developed a love for poet-
ry and Scriprure, memorizing about five chapters of the Bible
each week. Crosby was the first woman to speak in the U.S.
Senate, lobbying to support education for the blind. She also
was an abolitionist whe made friends with several presidents.

A well-meaning pastor once told Crosby. “Tt is a great pity
that the Muster did not give you sight when he showered so
many other gifts upon you.”

She responded that her blindness was a blessing she would
not wish away. "When 1 get to heaven.” Crosby said, “the first
face thar shall ever gladden my sight will be that of my
Savior.”




JUST WONDERING - 795

Just wondering about thoughtful sayings—Part 5

“When we lose one blessing, another is often most
unexpectedly given in its place.” C. S. Lewis

Has that been your experience? I’'m guessing it has and
probably more than once. Coming from Mr. Lewis, he would
say that the unexpected new blessing comes as a gift from
God. God surprises us in that way. We think we know what
we want and/or need, but often that is a false premise, and
we learn that God knows best. And so, we pray for patience,
a holy perspective, and the faith to wait for God’s surprising
next blessing. It’s likely to be more gracious than we expect.

“God shows up....” | don’t remember where | read this little
quote, but | suspect it was in the context of a dire situation
and God showed up with a surprising solution, answer, gift,
or new blessing. (See above.) God has a way of doing that—
and often when we least expect or deserve it. God’s timing is
perfect, always. In our human predicament we wish we could
script the moments when God shows up to help, defend, or
comfort us. But it doesn’t work that way. God shows up when
God knows the time is right. You’ve heard me say it often,
“God may be slow but God’s never late.” God showed up in
Jesus when the world needed him the most. And God shows
up for you and me every day in our friend Jesus. Expect him.

“Worry about your own sin. God is not planning to ask you
about mine.” A pithy reminder, right? Oh, how we have
gotten into the business of decrying/judging the sins of
others. Jesus said, “Worry about the log in your own eye, not
the splinter in the eye of your neighbor.” Ok, I'll try.

Pastor Kirk Havel, Ret., February 16, 2025

Thanks to Rick & Jilt ge/ttinget fox Almtin.g the gubt Won.detin.g Word:




What Does “Lent” Mean?

As many well-instructed Christians Know, “Lent’” is a special time of self-denial
that begins with Ash Wednesday and continues until Easter. The word “Lent” comes
Sfrom the old Anglo-Saxon word, “lengten,” meaning to lengthen. The days are
lengthening and Spring is on the way.

These forty days before Easter are observed in remembrance of the forty days Jesus
spent in the wilderness in self-denial, discipline, and spiritual strengthening from His
heavenly Father.

This time presents us with a good opportunity to take stock, to ask ourselves,
“How am 1 doing? Am 1 kinder, more caring, more lovinyg, nearer the Lord than I have
been?”

There is also another way of looking at this word “Lent.” Those persons who
still care about precision in their use of this magnificent instrument of communication,
namely, the English language, Know that “lent”” is the past and part-participle tense
of the verb “to lend.”

So, windows of new meaninyg are opened. Our lives are “lent” to us by God. Our
abilities are “lent” to us in order that we may use them in service to others, Ves, even
our children are “lent” to us for a time; we don’t own them.

‘What about our money and other possessions? Even they are “lent” to us by the
beneficent Creator. The loan is to be used in helping people in need.

How can we ever repay that loan? We can do it by grateful acknowledgement of
God's goodness, by service to our Church and to our fellowmen wherever possible.




+ St. John Lutheran Au Gres+
Church Activities for March 2025

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
2 3 4 9 6 7 1
WorshlpC =9am| v B ibie Study Sousp::,ﬁ)lg;’q)er- i 8
Confirmation/Bible 10 am *hk Ash Wednesday ks o Turn clocks back
Study 10:15am ran HC 6:30 y g o0 one hour for
] Daylight's Savings
9
Worship - 9am 10 11 12 13 14 15
Blood Pressure | v\ Biple Study SOREREE Quilting Christ 4 Kids
Clinic 10:15am 10 am 5:30pm 10am 1-30m
Confirmation/ Bible o Lenten Il 6:30pm a ok -3p
Study 10:15am
Worship/HC - 9am 17 19 20 21 22
Elders/Council Mtg 18 SR - . e
10:15 am WOW Bible Study Ladies Aid - 1pm 5:30pm - - -
Confirmation/Bible 10 am p L ) "p ) . o s
Study 10;15 am enten | 630pm
Eden Fields 1pm
23 WOW Bible Study 25 26 27 28 29
i Sl Subber Quiltin . =
Worship - 9am 10am o 5:30pm o g ek ok
Newsletter ek Lenten IV 6:30pm am ok ek
Deadline
W h'3ISC 9 31
Orshipitit - 5am | \vow Bible Study
Confirmation 10 am

Review - 10:15am

Prepared by Sandra Jantzi, Church Secretary




Ash Wednesday prayer

Merciful God, you
called us forth from:the -
dust of the earth; you \
claimed us for Christin =~ .3
the waters of baptism. =
Look upon us as we enter _—=
these Forty Days bearing :
the mark of ashes, and =/
bless our journey through
the desert of Lent to the
tont of rebirth. May our
fasting be hunger for
justice; our alms, a making of peace; our prayer, the chant
ot humble and grateful hearts.

—Catholie Household Blessings and Prayers

—

L oving
I nvolved
G rowing
H onoring

T eaching

Mission Statement

Sunday Worship 9:00am
Sunday Bible Study 10:15am
Monday WOW 10:00am
(Women of the Word)

Bible Study

“The mission of St. John Lutheran Church is to make the love of Christ known within the church,
the community, and the world through preaching, teaching, reaching out to the community, and
spreading the Word of God to all peonle.”
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