A Letter from the Pastors

"For I delivered to you as of first
importance what I also received: that
Christ died for our sins in accordance with
the Scriptures, that he was buried, that
he was raised on the third day in
accordance with the Scriptures.”

I Corinthians 15:3

Dear friends in Christ,

A Pastor once said, “We pastors have the
best job in the world! We get to deliver God’s
gifts to His people!” We certainly can think of
a pastor’s task in this way. He brings God’s
gifts, forgiveness, life, and salvation to God’s
people, as he preaches and teaches God'’s
Word and administers the sacraments. He
doesn’t tamper with those gifts or change
them in any way or substitute some cheap
substitute for God’s Word and Sacraments.
To young pastor Timothy, St. Paul said,
2 Timothy 2:8, “Remember that Jesus Christ
of the seed of David was raised from the
dead according to my gospel... 15 study to
shew thyself approved unto God, a workman
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth.”

Continued on page 2
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For almost two years now, a couple of retired deliverymen who live miles away
from you have been bringing you God’s gifts. We have been truly grateful for the
faithfulness, co-operation, and patience that the Congregation has shared during
this time. “1 Thessalonians 2:13 And we also thank God constantly for this, that when
you received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the
word of men but as what it really is, the word of God, which is at work in you
believers.” Thank you for all of your support and help! The congregational leadership
and call committee have done a great job of getting us through this time.

And now, in answer to our prayers, a new deliveryman is on his way! Thank the
Lord! He will continue to faithfully deliver God’s gifts to you so that you may rejoice
in the forgiveness of sins and the hope of eternal life which Jesus won for us! He and
his family are going to live right by Church and can be part of your Church family in a
way that we could never do. We rejoice with you as you welcome Pastor McNeil and
his family. We are truly excited to consider how God will bless you through them.

“ Acts 20:32 And now | (we) commend you to God and to the word
of his grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the
inheritance among all those who are sanctified.”

Sincerely, in Jesus,
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A Letter from our Pastor Elect

Dear St. John Lutheran Church,

Greetings in Christ from Concordia Theological
Seminary, Fort Wayne! My wife Katie and | are so
very excited to work and live in Au Gres, Michigan.
| hail from Montague, Michigan, a town not
dissimilar to Au Gres. | love to garden, hunt, hike,
canoe, and generally be outdoors (I may take up fly
fishing, let me know if one of you can teach me).
The Friday before | received my call to St. John, |
was canoeing on the Au Sable near Hale, praying
that | would have the blessing to be a pastor to
saints in such a beautiful place. God does answer prayer!

Katie spent most of her life in DeWitt, Michigan. Her father has been pastor
at Hope Lutheran for 17 years. She enjoys painting, reading, and caring for our
daughter. She is a wonderful homemaker and mother to our one year old, Becky
Ann. Katie has been a blessing of blessings to me, and | know she will be a
blessing to you as well. We also have a dog, Bugenhagen, or Boog for short.
He's none too smart, but very friendly.

While | can’t wait to meet all of you and live life with you, my coming to
you isn’t about me. It's more about you, the saints of God who desperately want
and need a pastor to give you the forgiveness of your sins won for you by Christ
on the cross. | am a poor sinner myself, | have my flaws and shortcomings. But
Christ, he alone is good, faithful, and compassionate. | am but the vessel he has
chosen to give you his gifts. And with that in mind, it's clear that our coming
together is primarily about Christ. Christ for you, Christ forgiving you, Christ
present with you in Word and Sacrament. Dear saints, cling to him and him
alone. _

. On May 18th | had the pleasure of meeting with many of you as Katie and |
attended worship. | said this in my acknowledgement letter, but I'll say it again;
keep up the good work! You have endured a vacancy, no small task. We are
blessed with faithful, hardworking leadership at St. John. | hope you will join me
in raising a prayer of thanksgiving to God for all they do. | know you all are
feeling the strain of this time without a shepherd, but when | visited, | was
greatly encouraged by your hard work and faithfulness. | can’t wait to work hard
for you.

Until we see one another again,
God be with you all,
Sean McNeil



Mission of the Month

LCMS International - Pastor Steven Mahlburg

Rev. Steven and Martha Mahlburg serve the Lord
through The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS)
as missionaries in Sri Lanka. Steven partners with the
Ceylon Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC) in Sri
Lanka to share the hope we have in Jesus Christ. He
provides administrative support, Christian education
and mentoring for the pastors, evangelists and
laypeople of the CELC. He travels to the CELC
congregations around Sri Lanka to encourage a bold
withess to Jesus Christ. Steven also assists Emmanuel
Lutheran Church in Colombo by conducting the
English service, teaching Sunday School and
providing English-language pastoral care. In addition,
Steven supports the regional director as a manager

for other missionaries in the Asia region.

“The mission of St. John Lutheran Church is to make the love of Christ known within
the church, the community and the world through preaching, teaching, reaching out to

the community and spreading the Word of God to all people.”



Kids Cornep------------

The Good Shepherd

"l am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for
the sheep.” John 10:11 (NIV)

Puzzle is based on John 10:11-18

Answer kay on page 6
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ACROSS DOWN
1. The period from birth to death 1. A strong feeling of affection
3. A wild animal that look like a 2. The opposite of bad
dog and hunts in a pack 4. A group of sheep herded
5. One who takes care of the together
sheep | 5. Wooly animals which are similar
7. What we use to speak to goats
8. To hear or pay attention to 6. Goes faster than walking
something
"SHEPHERD GOOD UIFE SHEEP WOLF
FLOCK RUNS VOICE LISTEN LOVE

July 7th -11th: 6:00-8:00 pm
Epic Australian Adventure

“An Unforgettable Journey with Jesus”

' There is still time to VOLUNTEER & come
join the fun by LEARNING and SHARING
JESUS’ LOVE FOR US! It’s not too late! It’s
going to be a hopping good time! Watch
the bulletin for more information.

An Unforgettable Journey ""thg zf}:T 74




Ihe Wonder of God 8 Oreation

Several years ago, a friend and I took a driving tour through Scotland. I’'m certain
the couple thought me strange if not downright crazy. Whenever we passed a field with
grazing sheep, I wanted to stop and take photos.

How old were you when you first memorized Psalm 23? Most of us can recite this
well-known passage word-for-word. King David, who had been a shepherd long before
he became a king, starts this psalm by saying the Lord is his shepherd, showing a
personal, loving relationship.

David wasn’t the first or only one to compare the Lord to a shepherd. From Genesis
to Revelation, this image is used in the Bible. On his deathbed Jacob spoke confidently
of “the God who has been my shepherd all my life long to this day” (Genesis 48:15,
ESV). In John 10, Jesus declares Himself “the good shepherd,” one who is willing to
give His life for His sheep. The closing book of the Bible tells us “for the Lamb who is
in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and lead them to living fountains of
waters (Revelation 7:17, NKIJV).

Sheep are completely dependent upon their shepherd. He is the one who finds good
pastures and water to drink. He leads them on the right path. He watches over and
protects them from predators. He cares for them when they are injured and searches for
them when they are lost.

In the well-known parable of the lost sheep (Matthew 18 and Luke 15), the shepherd
willingly leaves the ninety-nine to search for the one lone sheep that is lost. He knew it
was not safe alone and could become injured or be attacked by wild animals. The
shepherd knew his sheep and cared about each one’s safety. Our Good Shepherd cares

even more deeply about us and is not willing to see any of

Answer key for us lost.
Kids Corner crossword Take a few moments today to read and reflect upon
Psalm 23. It is more than just a beautiful piece of poetry.
Down Across . . .
: It is a reminder of the faithful love and care of our Good
1. life 1.love

Shepherd. He knows each of us by name, and He truly
cares for us. He restores our soul. We have nothing to fear
while under His protection.

3. wolf 2. good

5. shepherd 4. flock
7. voice 5. sheep
8

. Author: Mary Loudermilk
. listen 6. runs
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Weekend
Backpack
Program

Another successful school year
of the backpack food program at Au
Gres Sims elementary school will be
completed in May.

The program was able to
support 24 young children for the
school year. Thank you to all who
volunteered and supported the
program!

Life olues*ions

. Why can’t you purchase mouse
flavored cat food?

. Why can’t women put mascara on with

their mouth closed?

- Why is “abbreviated” such a long
word?

. Why is it that doctors call what they
do “practice”?

. Why is the time of day with the
slowest traffic called rush hour?

« You know that indestructible black box

that is used on airplanes? Why don’t
they make the whole plane out of that
stuff?

A Message from
the Call Committee

Many of us had the chance
to meet our new pastor on May
18 when he, along with wife
Katie and daughter Becky Ann,
visited us for worship.

He has since completed his
school work and is committed
to accepting our Call.

Preparations are well under
way for his Ordination and
Installation service to be held
on June 29, at a 3PM service.
A catered meal will follow to
celebrate this milestone for
Pastor McNeil and for the
congregation so please mark
your calendars to attend!

Our normal 9:00 am
worship service with Holy
Communion will also be held
that day.

During June we will be
gathering special offerings for
Pastor McNeil and family to
help them get settled into the
parsonage, beginning June 16.

(oris




Ladies Aid May Minutes

May 20, 2025

Opening: Pat Metzger, Vice President
Devotions: Julie LaMoria
There were 9 ladies in attendance.
Secretary Report: The April Secretary’s Report was read and approved. A Thank you
note was received from Pastor’s Study. Greeting Cards sent: 3
Treasure Report: Was given and approved. May - $5,947.06
Mites collected - $342.90. Yearly Timber Line due of $60 was paid.
LWML: Pat Metzger reported the LWML Fall Retreat will be held September 13" at
Faith Prescott. The LWML Fall Rally will be held at St. John West Branch on
October 9th.

NEW BUSINESS

. Secret Sister luncheon will be held at International Cafe on June 17th. A brief
Ladies Aid meeting will be held there.

« Discussion on a new stove was tabled for a later date.

. Quilting - June 26™ 10:00am - 3:00 pm

« Card Party - June 15th

. Father Day (June 15™) - Altar flowers to be given by Ladies Aid

. Diaper Shower Donations given from Mother’s Day to Father’s Day will be split
between local baby pantries.

« June Coffee Hour will be hosted by Pat Metzger Jane Bourdeau, Cheryl Appold, and
Veronica Hiveley.

» Mission of the Month: Seminary Student Benjamin Brenner

Motion made to adjourn
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer

4 cups diced rhubarb
1 cup sugar

1 box strawberry jello (3 oz)
1 box cake mix (white or yellow)

Layer in a greased 9x13 pan in the order given. (Sprinkle
the dry jello and cake powder over the top of the rhubarb
and sugar). Pour 2 cups water over all.

Bake at 350 degrees for 45 minutes.




St. John Lutheran Server Schedule
June 2025

Date/Time June 1 June 8 June 15 June 22 June 29 June 29
9:00 am 9:00 am 9:00 am 9:00 am 9:00am 3:00pm
Service W/HC W W/HC W W/HC Pastor
Installation
Pastor Voll Winter Winter Voll Voll
SOS/Pianist | soS/CharlieA | M. Stafford | SOS/Bob C | SOS/LindaB | M. Stafford | SOS/Charlie A
Elder Bob B Bob C Denny K Bob B Denny K Denny K
Reader Nancy K Janet L Denny K Nancy K Janet L
Greeter Paulette P | VeronicaH Sheri C JeanH Pat M Cheryl A
Usher Duane P -- Duane P -- Charlie A
Altar Care Veronica H -- Jane B - Pat M
Trustee _— — - _ "
Sunday
Bible Study
Monday
Bible Study

If you cannot serve as scheduled, please

find a replacement or trade with someone

and let the church office know.

From the Mouth of a Child

A Sunday School teacher once asked her group of
children if anyone could quote the entire 23rd
Psalm. A golden-haired, four-and-a-half-year-old
girl was among those who raised their hands.

A bit skeptical, the teacher asked if she could
really quote the entire psalm.

The little girl came to the front of the room, faced
the class, made a perky little bow, and said, “The
Lord is my shepherd, that’s all | want.” She bowed
again and went and sat down.

That may well be the greatest interpretation of the
23rd Psalm ever heard.

W/WH = Worship/Holy Communion

W =Worship

i
S0, WHICH FART OF
NO, WE CAN'T GO THROUGH THERE!L"®
PION’T Yol UNDERSTAND 7!




CHRISTIAN SYMBOLS

Shepherd’s Crook - The shepherd’s
crook is a symbol for Jesus, the
Good Shepherd. “I am the good
shepherd. The good shepherd lays
down his life for the sheep” John
10:11. The crook also symbolizes
the shepherds who visited the @
baby Jesus in Bethlehem. £
It's also used in connection
with King David, who
worked as a shepherd
when he was young.

gfesf}ﬁﬂ%i
\ f%w&ﬂwmi 73

Pentecost is celebrated with the use
of several symbols representing the
Holy Spirit and the birth of the
Church. These include fire, wind, a
dove, and the breath of God. The
color red is also a significant
symbol, signifying the dynamism
and fire of the Holy Spirit. All
symbols taken from Acts 2:2-4




St. John Lutheran Church
Minutes of Special Voter’s Meeting
May 25, 2025

35 members present

I.  Voters meeting called to order at 9:50 am in the sanctuary by head elder,
Denny Klein

II. Opened with a prayer by Pastor Winter.

III. Special trustees project request presented by Denny and Jim H. A project is
required to maintenance on the steel-work of the bell tower and both crosses on
the sanctuary.

IV. After discussion and questions answered from voters present the resolution was
presented (Jim Hiveley) and supported by (Cheryl Appold). A show of hands
vote was taken and the resolution was overwhelmingly passed.

V. The meeting was adjourned at 10:02 am

VI. Pastor Winter closed with a prayer.

Minutes taken by Denny Klein and submitted by Jessica Bender.

PHONE DIRECTORY
UPDATE

If you know of any changes/corrections of your
family’s information, please let the church office
know either by Phone (989) 876-8910 or

email: office@stjohnaugres.com

Please remember to update your personal 2024/25
directory. '

Page 17

(remove both addresses & FL phone number)
Address mail in the following manner:

Eden Fields

Anzy Mielke A3

3567 Deep River Rd

Standish, MI 48658

Page 26
Don Wirsing - deceased
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Happy Father’s Day!
7 ~e, June 15,2025

Joseph,
Earthly Father of Jesus

“Is this not the carpenter’s son? Is not His mother called Mary?” Matthew 13:55

Don’t you wish we knew more about Joseph the carpenter, the earthly father of
Jesus? He wasn’t famous in his own day, and we don’t know as much about him
now as we'd like. But we’re told he was “a just man” (Matthew 1:19). His heart
had been broken when his fiancee was found pregnant before their marriage. But
an angel came and explained it all to him. And Joseph “Did as the angel of the
Lord commanded him” (Matthew 1:24. At every point in the childhood of Christ,
Joseph obeyed the heavenly commands (Matthew 2:19-23).

He was a carpenter. The Greek term means a craftsman who works with stone
and wood. At some point prior to our Lord’s ministry, it appears Joseph died, but
no details are given.

That’s about all we know of Joseph. But there’s something that dads (and the
rest of us) can learn from this. Being rich and famous isn’t necessary to be a
good father or a noble person. It's far more vital to be honest, hardworking, and
obedient to the voice of the Lord. That’s the kind of earthly father Jesus had.

We need to make sure we are honest, hardworking, and obedient today.

Turning Point: Be more concerned about your character than your reputation.
Authoer: John Wooden

For Better or For Worse® by Lynn Johnston
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St. John Lutheran Church
S— 206 North Court St.
ll P.O. Box 763
Au Gres, MI 48703

|ll___

Letter From the Editor

My husband tells a story, a story he’s told to our children and now repeats to our
grandchildren. When he was a teenager, he decided he wanted to raise sheep. His
parents allowed him to purchase said sheep with the money he earned selling “pickles™
to the Bessinger Pickle company in Au Gres. Overnight he became a shepherd and
with the exuberance of youth he dove right in.

He found out sheep have personalities, most of his flock were passive, trusting,
and did what they were told to do. He enjoyed watching the lambs frolic and bounce
all over the pasture. However, one sheep in particular was especially difficult: Floyd.
Floyd kept everyone on their toes. He loved to run up behind unsuspecting people and
ram them as hard as he could. Floyd still comes up in conversation at Christmas
gatherings as my husband and his siblings reminisce about how Floyd seemed
especially intent on ramming their mother. Apparently she could run like the wind
when Floyd was chasing her. (Don’t worry, she laughs right along with them.)

As I started putting this month’s newsletter together, I began thinking about
shepherds and sheep. St. John has been blessed with some wonderful shepherds over
the years. I've heard many of you talk about past shepherds with much affection. Our
carrent interim shepherds have done a wonderful job of leading the fiock at St. John
and we are thankful for their steadfast leadership. And now God has blessed St John
with a new shepherd. Make sure to read his introductory letter on page 3} M(‘Vw (‘}wﬁf?‘v
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