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The Dual Citizenship of the Christian
By Pastor Sean McNeil

“July is a month when many of us spend a little extra time
thinking about our country. We gather with family, enjoy parades
and fireworks, and remember the blessings that God has given to
us as citizens of the United States. As Christians, this is a good
and proper thing. We should thank God for the gifts He provides
through our nation and through those whom He places in
authority over us.

Luther helps us understand this in his explanation of the Fourth
Commandment. When we hear, "Honor your father and your
mother," we often think only of our parents. Yet Luther reminds
us that God also works through other authorities for our good. He
writes that we should "honor, serve, obey, love, and cherish” those
whom God has placed over us. Government is one of the ways God
cares for both His people and the unbeliever. Through laws,
courts, police officers, soldiers, and public servants, God preserves
order and protects our neighbors from harm.

continued on page 2




For that reason, Christians should not be
embarrassed to love their country. We can be
thankful for the freedoms we enjoy, for the peace
we have known, and for the many sacrifices
made by those who came before us. We should
pray for our leaders, support what is good and
just, and seek the welfare of the communities
where God has placed us.

At the same time, the Fourth Commandment
teaches us something else. The honor we give to
earthly authorities is never absolute. We honor
them because God has given them their office,
not because they are perfect or because they
deserve our unquestioning devotion. Earthly
authority is a gift from God, but it is not God
Himself.

This is where the wisdom of St. Augustine is
especially helpful. Augustine spent much of his
life watching the Roman Empire decline. Many
people around him believed that Rome was the
center of the world and that its greatness would
last forever. When Rome was threatened, some
thought everything was falling apart.

Augustine reminded Christians that there are
two ‘cities.” There is the earthly city, made up of
nations, governments, and kingdoms. Then there
is the City of God, whose King is Christ.
Christians live in both. We belong to an earthly
nation, but we also belong to Christ's eternal
kingdom.

The earthly city is a good gift. God uses it to
provide peace and order. We should support it,
pray for it, and work for its good. Yet no earthly
city lasts forever. Egypt had its glory. So did
Babylon. So did Greece and Rome. Each rose,
flourished, and eventually fell. One day the
United States will also fall and pass from living
memory; that’s the reality of life in a fallen
world.

The City of God is different. It does not rise and
fall with elections, economies, or military
strength. It endures because Christ Himself
reigns over it. Through His death and
resurrection, He has made us citizens of a
kingdom that cannot be shaken.

That perspective helps us keep patriotism in its
proper place. We can love our country without
worshiping it. We can be grateful for our nation
without placing our hope in it. We can appreciate
political leaders without imagining that they will
save us.

That is an important reminder in our own day.
Every election cycle tempts us to believe that
everything depends upon the right candidate, the
right policy, or the right political movement. The
reality is that the problem facing our nation isn’t
political. It’s spiritual. Laws can restrain evil, but
they cannot change the human heart. Only Christ
can do that.

As Christians, we should be concerned about the
moral condition of our nation. We should grieve
the destruction of unborn children, the confusion
surrounding marriage and family, the rejection of
God's created order, and the many ways our
society turns away from His Word. But our
response is not despair. Our reaction isn’t blind
trust in politics. Our response is prayer, faithful
witness, repentance, and confidence in the
Gospel.

The Church has lived through the rise and fall of
countless nations. She has endured under
emperors, kings, presidents, democracies, and
dictatorships. Through it all, Christ has continued
to gather His people around His Word and
Sacraments. Empires have come and gone, but the
Word of the Lord endures forever. And where
God’s Word is, there the Church will be also.

As we celebrate Independence Day, let’s give
thanks for our nation and for the many blessings
God has provided through it. Let’s pray for our
leaders and for all who serve our communities.
Let’s honor those who have sacrificed for the
good of our country.

But above all, let’s remember where our true
citizenship lies. We are citizens of the City of
God. Our hope is not ultimately in Washington,
Lansing, or any other seat of earthly power. Our
hope is in Christ, whose kingdom shall have no

end. P S I
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Our condolences go out to the

family of:
On Sunday, June 7™, Donald
and Charidee Mcintyre were Tamara ‘Tamm” ‘Younger
received into membership at St. ( )
John John Lutheran. who went to her heavenly home on
May 29*". A service was held June
We rejoice with them and pray 3" in Sterling Heights, MI. She was
that the Lord will bless them as the beloved daughter of Jim
members of His body here. Damron, wife of 46 years to Dave
@ " Younger, mother to 3, and

grandmother to 8.

Tom LoCascio

has joined the Board of p be bod
Elders by appointment of Now you are the body of :
the President for the Christ, and each one of you is

remainder of 2026. part of it.”
I Corinthians 12:27 (NIV)

Effective in July




Misson
Opportunities

Mission of the Month

Life Choices Resource Center

helps counsel women and men to make
life affirming choices. The Center is at
the front line in the fight for the life of
the unborn, as well as the best options
for the mother. The clinic offers a free
pregnancy test, and if positive, a free
limited medical ultrasound. This verifies
the viability of the pregnancy and gives
the staff the opportunity to share with
the client the visible images of the life
inside of her. If the mother is “abortion
minded”, personnel share the physical,
emotional, and spiritual results of the
various abortion procedures that she
may face.

Please consider how your prayers,
monetary support, donations (like
diapers collected) can continue to help
grow this all important ministry and the
center’'s outreach into the local
community.

For quesitons or requests for additonial
information call 989-345-3909 or visit
www.chooselifeconnection.org

Au Gres Christian Charities
Food Pantry

Do you grocery shop every week, or even
once a month? Consider adding an extra
item to your cart, to help fill someone
else’s pantry.

Items can be placed in the shopping cart
located in the Fellowship Hall. This
month the Food Pantry is in need of:
boxed cereal, non perishable pantry

basics, & hygiene items.




“We have a new rule, Daddy. if you're
over 8 years old, you have to bunt.”

Invite your friends and neighbors!
July 6th -10th: 6:00-8:00 pm
Tropical Trek
“Jesus comes to Seek and Save”

There is still time to VOLUNTEER & come join the fun by LEARNING and
SHARING JESUS’ LOVE FOR US! It’s not too late! It’s going to be an
exciting trek!



JUST WONDERING

By: Pastor Kirk Havel, Ret.
Just wondering about lunch with friends.

Last Wednesday, I drove 136 round trip miles to meet two long-time friends (over 60
years) for lunch. They also drove about the same number of miles to make it happen.
We can still physically do this a few times annually. It is important to us. I hope that
you too have lunch dates with friends.

And you can. There is a way that all of us can experience “lunch dates” with friends.
In John’s Gospel Jesus tells his disciples this, “...but I have called you friends, because
I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not
choose me, but I chose you.” And a little later he gathers them around the table,
blessed and broke bread and said, “Do this in remembrance of me.” Jesus asks us to
gather with his friends for this meal. Yes, I am talking about the Eucharistic meal of
Holy Communion. It is that weekly meal date with friends that gives us the
nourishment we need to fully experience life with God.

What is strange to me is that growing up we only had this meal date a few times a year
(Christmas, Easter, Pentecost) (we didn’t dare be too Catholic you know,) but surely,
we must have been unknowingly and quietly starving. Then, we went once a month.
Then twice a month, until we couldn’t stand being hungry any longer and we began
going to the friend’s meal every worship time. Thank God, for after all, who could
stand not eating with friends every time we gathered? Something crucial would be
missing. And for those who couldn’t gather with us, we took the meal to them and we
still do. Cherish this meal with your friends, it is Jesus who made us friends in the first

place and who still meets us around the table in the breaking of bread.
-submitted by Rick and Jill Gehringer

Holy Eucharist
A fancy cup by itself is not enough to
symbolize the Sacrament of the Altar. A
host must be placed above a chalice
and, to visually confess what we
believe, a monogram - such as a Chi-
Rho - should be imprinted on both the
host and the chalice. This confesses
that the consecrated bread and wine
are the body and blood of Jesus Christ.

"A Complete Guide to Christian Symbols”

© 2024 Edward Riojas, licensed through Concordia Publishing House. Author Edward RIOJ as



Summer Events

Au Gres Fireworks

July 4% at dusk
City of Au Gres Water Tower

Music In the Park
Wednesdays 6:30 pm

July 1 - 23 North
July 8 - Random Hoax

July 15 - Flipside “Haat makes things expaml;

July 22 - Earnest Entertainment That's why days are fonger
in the summer.”

July 29 - Pool Boys

“Some people will never go
to church, listen to a
minister, or read their
Bible. They're reading your
life and watching how you
live. Be the light God
called you to be.”

Go out and mingle with
your neighbors!

Looking for something to do
with your kids, grandkids, or
out of town guests?

Au Gres Riverside Park
Splash pad is open from 11 am - 8 pm

Industrial Parkway (Old Airport)
20 hole disc golf course

Au Gres City Campground jUI-Y ZSTH & ZGTH 2026

Kayak rentals, including life vests,
are available

Details will be revealed closer to event




Catechism Corner
The Table of Duties

Certain passages of scripture for various
holy orders and positions, admonishing
them about their duties and
responsibilities.

1. For Bishops, Pastors, and Preachers

A bishop must be blameless, the husband
of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good
behavior, given to hospitality, apt to teach;
not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of
filthy lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not
covetous; one that ruleth well his own
house, having his children in subjection
with all gravity; not a novice; holding fast
the faithful Word as he hath been taught,
that he may be able by sound doctrine both
to exhort and to convince the gainsayers.

« 1 Tim. 3:2; Titus 1:6

2. What the Hearers Owe to Their Pastors
Even so hath the Lord ordained that they
which preach the Gospel should live of the
Gospel. 1 Cor. 9:14.

Let him that is taught in the Word
communicate unto him that teacheth in all
good things. Gal. 6:6.

Let the elders that rule well be counted
worthy of double honor, especially they
who labor in the Word and doctrine. For
the Scripture saith, Thou shalt not muzzle
the ox that treadeth out the corn; and the
laborer is worthy of his reward. 1 Tim.
5:17-18.

Obey them that have the rule over you, and
submit yourselves; for they watch for your
souls as they that must give account, that

they may do it with joy and not with grief;
for that is unprofitable for you.
« Heb. 13:17

3. Concerning Civil Government
Let every soul be subject unto the higher
powers. For the power which exists
anywhere is ordained of God. Whosoever
resisteth the power resisteth the ordinance
of God; and they that resist shall receive to
themselves damnation. For he beareth not
the sword in vain; for he is the minister of
God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him
that doeth evil.

« Rom. 13:1-4

4. What Subjects Owe to the Magistrates
Render unto Caesar the things which are
Caesar’s. Matt. 22:21.

Let every soul be subject unto the higher
powers, etc. Wherefore ye must needs be
subject, not only for wrath, but also for
conscience' sake. For, for this cause pay ye
tribute also; for they are God’s ministers,
attending continually upon this very thing.
Render therefore to all their dues: tribute
to whom tribute is due; custom, to whom
custom; fear, to whom fear; honor, to
whom honor. Rom. 13:1, 5.

I exhort, therefore, that, first of all,
supplications, prayers, intercessions, and
giving of thanks be made for all men; for
kings and for all that are in authority, that
we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in
all godliness and honesty. 1 Tim. 2:1-2.

Put them in mind to be subject to
principalities and powers, etc. Titus 3:1.
Submit yourselves to every ordinance of
man for the Lord’s sake, whether it be to
the king as supreme, or unto governors as
unto them that are sent by him, etc.
o 1 Pet. 2:13-14
Continue on next page



5. For Husbands
Ye husbands, dwell with your wives
according to knowledge, giving honor unto
the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as
being heirs together of the grace of life,
that your prayers be not hindered. 1 Pet.
3.7.
And be not bitter against them.

« Col. 3:19(Note: Corrected from Col.

3:9 based on the text)

6. For Wives
Wives, submit yourselves unto your own
husbands, as unto the Lord, even as Sarah
obeyed Abraham, calling him lord; whose
daughters ye are, as long as ye do well, and
are not afraid with any amazement.

o« 1 Pet. 3:6; Eph. 5:22

7. For Parents
Ye fathers, provoke not your children to
wrath, but bring them up in the nurture
and admonition of the Lord.

« Eph. 6:4

8. For Children
Children, obey your parents in the Lord;
for this is right. Honor thy father and
mother; which is the first commandment
with promise: that it may be well with thee,
and thou mayest live long on the earth.

« Eph. 6:1-3

9. For Male and Female Servants, Hired
Men, and Laborers

Servants, be obedient to them that are your
masters according to the flesh, with fear
and trembling, in singleness of your heart,
as unto Christ; not with eye-service, as
men-pleasers, but as the servants of Christ,
doing the will of God from the heart; with
good will doing service as to the Lord, and

not to men; knowing that whatsoever good
thing any man doeth, the same shall he
receive of the Lord, whether he be bond or
free.

« Eph. 6:5; Col. 3:22

10. For Masters and Mistresses
Ye masters, do the same things unto them,
forbearing threatening, knowing that your
Master also is in heaven; neither is there
respect of persons with Him.

« Eph. 6:9; Col. 4:1

11. For Young Persons in General

Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves
unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject
one to another, and be clothed with
humility; for God resisteth the proud, and
giveth grace to the humble. Humble
yourselves, therefore, under the mighty
hand of God that He may exalt you in due
time.

« 1 Pet. 5:5-6

12. For Widows
She that is a widow indeed, and desolate,
trusteth in God, and continueth in
supplications and prayers night and day.
But she that liveth in pleasure is dead while
she liveth.

e 1 Tim. 5:5-6

13. For All in Common

Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.
Herein are comprehended all the
commandments. Rom. 13:8. And persevere

in prayer for all men.
e 1 Tim. 2:1-2

Let each his lesson learn with care, And all
the household well shall fare.

Continued on next page



Catechism Corner Conclusion:

At first glance, the Table of Duties may seem an unusual way to conclude Luther’s Small
Catechism. After learning the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, Baptism,
Confession, and the Lord’s Supper, we suddenly find a collection of Bible passages
addressed to pastors, hearers, husbands, wives, parents, children, workers, employers,
widows, and citizens.

But Luther did place the Table of Duties there for a reason. The Christian faith is not
merely a set of doctrines to be believed. It’s a way of life lived out in the ordinary
vocations God has given us.

The world often encourages us to look for extraordinary ways to serve God. We imagine
that holiness is found in dramatic sacrifices, great accomplishments, or public
recognition. Luther points us in a different direction. God is pleased to work through
ordinary people carrying out ordinary responsibilities. A father teaching his children
the faith, a mother caring for her family, parents changing a diaper, a worker serving
diligently, a citizen praying for those in authority, a pastor faithfully preaching God’s
Word—these are not insignificant tasks. They are holy callings given by God Himself.

The Table of Duties reminds us that our vocations are not accidents. God has placed
each of us into particular relationships with particular responsibilities. In these
callings, we serve both God and our neighbor. We do not need to search for God’s will in
hidden signs or secret revelations. Much of His will is already revealed in the stations
of life He has given us.

The Table of Duties also teaches humility. Before asking how others should fulfill their
responsibilities, we should first consider our own. Am | being the husbhand, wife, parent,
child, employer, employee, citizen, or church member that God calls me to be? The
Scriptures direct us to begin our self-examination there.

Most importantly, the Table of Duties drives us bacR to Christ. None of us fulfills our
callings perfectly. Parents lose patience, children disobey, citizens complain, and
workers grow lazy. We all fall short. Yet Christ fulfilled every duty perfectly in our
place. Through faith in Him, our sins are forgiven, and by His Spirit we are
strengthened to seruve faithfully in the places where He has put us.

The Christian life is often less spectacular than we imagine. Most days it consists of
hearing God’s Word, receiving His gifts, loving our neighbors, and carrying out the
duties of our vocation. But these ordinary acts, done in faith, are precious in God’s
sight. Through them, He continues to care for His creation and bless His people.



St. John Lutheran Server Schedule
July 2026

Service | SOS/Pianist | Elder Greeter Usher Altar Care Attendance
July 1 Midweek
6:30pm W/HC
July 5 . . . w-
9am W/HC Charlie A Bob B Veronica H Duane P Vicki H Bible St -
WOW -
July 8 Midweek
6:30pm W/HC
W -
July12 . . . .
9am W/HC Marion S TomL PatM Charlie A Debbie L | Bible St-
WOW -
July 15 | Midweek
6:30pm W/HC
July 19 . W X
W/HC BobC Denny K | Roxanne K Duane P | VeronicaH | Bible St-
9am
WOW -
July 22 | Midweek
6:30pm W/HC
July 26 . . W X
9am W/HC Marion S Bob C LauraD Charlie A Pat M Bible St -
WOW -
July 29 | Midweek
6:30pm W/HC

W/HC = Worship/Holy Communion

If you cannot serve as scheduled, please find a replacement or trade with someone and let the
church office know.
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Letter from the Editor

I find the personalities of people fascinating. Sometimes I wonder why God didn’t make us a little
more alike. Maybe we wouldn’t find ourselves fussing and complaining about each other. But then again,
it would be rather boring if we all thought and acted the same!

Parties are the best place to people watch. Some celebrate with wild abandon, setting off fireworks
figuratively and literally. Others sit back in their lawn chairs and quietly sip a beverage while conversing
with their neighbor. There’s always the organizer who efficiently gets the food set out and rounds everyone
up to “Come and eat!” Then there is the person who doesn’t enjoy parties and stays home, because, you
know....people.

This July is America’s 250" birthday, with celebrations being held all over the US. I'm assuming
some if not most of you will join with neighbors, family, and friends. Setting aside your differences in
personality, politics, and opinions to celebrate. Take time to notice the differences between people and
appreciate the diversity. As you celebrate America’s birthday, don’t forget Pastor’s reminder to “remember
where your true country is”.

“I must keep alive in myself the desire for my true country, which I shall not find until
after death. I must never let it get snowed under or turned aside I must make it the main object
of life to press on to that other county and to help others to do the same.” C.S. Lewis

Sandno Jantai




