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“Truth Himself must speak truly, or there’s nothing true.”
-Adoro Te Devote, St. Thomas Aquinas.

A few weeks ago, in the season of Easter, our lectionary
appointed John 16:23-33 as the Gospel reading. In this pericope,
Jesus says to his disciples, “Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever
you ask of the Father in my name, he will give it to you. Until
now you have asked nothing in my name. Ask, and you will
receive that your joy may be full.” This, of course, is not a magic
formula. If I ask God in Jesus’ name for a Ferrari or a billion
dollars, He is by no means obliged to give me such things. To
truly ask in Jesus’ name is to ask in faith. In this newsletter, I
want to point out how God is constantly answering your prayers
in your midst. In our Divine Service, right before the pastor
speaks the words of our Lord over bread and wine, we pray
together, “Our Father, who art in heaven...”
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“ When we pray this prayer before Holy
Communion, our prayer is answered immediately:

“Our Father who art in heaven” This is a cry
of faith. We come before our God in heaven
and by faith are bold enough to claim him as
our Father. We can be so bold because of the
truth that has been shown us; that God the
Father who created us loves us in his Son,
who died for us, who we receive by faith
which the Holy Spirit has given us. You see,
right off the bat our prayers are Trinitarian in
nature! This cry of faith is then answered in
the Lord’s Supper, as we are brought to
communion with our Triune God.

“Hallowed be thy name.” As Children of the
Father, we desire that his name would be
revered as holy and glorious among us. His
answer? “Amen, dear Child! I have brought
you here, with your fellow Christians and the
whole host of heaven! Come, kneel, receive
my Son in faith.”

“Thy Kingdom come.” Here our cry of faith
calls for the Kingdom of God to be
established and rule among us. Our Father
responds by giving us the very King, Jesus
Christ, for us to eat and drink.

“Thy will be done.” We then pray that our
Father’s gracious will would be done instead
of our own. We pray as Christ did in the
Garden of Gethsemane. In response, our
Father brings us to a garden far greater than
Eden, he brings us to the altar rail and feeds
us with the fruit of the cross.

“Give us this day our daily bread.” We ask for
bread to sustain us in this earthly life, and
our Father responds by giving us the very
bread of heaven himself! In Holy
Communion, we receive the richest food and
drink the finest wine. We receive Christ
himself. Truly, our cup runneth over!

“And forgive us our trespasses...” We are
poor, miserable sinners indeed, we have no
worthiness in us to ask for such things, so we
call out in faith that our Father would
forgive us our sins. He responds by giving us
the body and blood of his only begotten Son
who took on our sin and killed it on the cross.

He gives us the one who made it possible
for us to receive forgiveness! So we kneel,
and hear the blessed words, “the body of
Christ given for you, the blood of Christ
shed for the forgiveness of sins.”

. “...as we forgive those who trespass against
us.” In light of our own sin being forgiven
in such a magnificent feast, the sins that
have been committed against us seem to
shrink and become insignificant. Sin hurts.
But when we pray for strength to forgive
our neighbors, God answers. He gives us the
one who won forgiveness itself. We are then
strengthened and empowered to forgive.

. “Lead us not into temptation.” We pray that
we would not be led astray into sin by the
devil or our own sinful nature. Our Father
answers by giving us Christ, the one who
overcame all of our enemies. As we receive
Jesus and commune with God and one
another, the paradise we participate in
shatters Satan's power, and strengthens us
for the week ahead.

. “But deliver us from evil.” We are
surrounded by more sin and evil than we
can imagine. Here we pray that we would
not be overcome by the evil one. Our Father
answers, “Amen, dear child. I have
destroyed evil. My Son has defeated sin,
overcome death, and imprisoned the evil
one in his death and resurrection. Come,
receive him, receive the Holy one, my Son
who has done away with all evil!”

Dear Saints of Au Gres, your Father in
heaven is faithful. He promises to hear your
prayers. He promises you that his Son has paid
the full price for your salvation. He promises
you the Holy Spirit to strengthen you and
sustain you in the one true Faith. All this is
most clearly seen as we receive Jesus’ true body
and blood in Holy Communion. Next time you
partake of this sacrament, remember his
faithfulness, give thanks and praise for all he
does for you, and rest in the assurance of his
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Mission of the Month
CAN Council

CAN Council is committed to
preventing child abuse and neglect
through education, intervention, and
advocacy at no cost to families. We
provide expert forensic interviews and
victim advocacy at our CACs (Children's
Advocacy Centers), support survivors in
the court system through our CASA
(Court Appointed Special Advocates)
program, and conduct educational
programs to prevent abuse. Our Rolling
Family Resource Center breaks barriers
by directly delivering vital resources and
support to families in need, utilizing
trusted community relationships.

Our services collaborate to break the
cycle of abuse and neglect, ensuring
every child grows up in a safe, nurturing
environment, supported by strong
families and communities.

For more information, check out their
website: https://www.cancouncil.org

“No one has ever
become poor by giving”

-Anne Frank

Au Gres Christian Charities
Food Pantry

Do you grocery shop every week, or even
once a month? Consider adding an extra
item to your cart, to help fill someone
else’s pantry.

Items can be placed in the shopping cart
located in the Fellowship Hall. This
month the Food Pantry is in need of:
Cream of Mushroom soup, non perishable
pantry basics, & hygiene items.



Ladies Aid

June 17, 2025

Fifteen ladies attended the
luncheon at International Café.

Secret sisters were revealed and a
new drawing of names was made.

Flowers for the installation have
been ordered, altar care is
organized for the day.

Diapers from the drive will be
shared and sent to the Standish
Baby Pantry and the FISH store in
Hale.

Quilting and card playing will
resume in September.

Apple Dumpling Rolls

Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
Grease a 9x13-inch baking dish

Dough: 2 cups flour
2 tsp baking powder
1 tsp salt
2 Tbsp butter
5-8 Tbsp milk

Mix together the flour, baking powder, and salt.
Work the butter into the dry ingredients, making
coarse crumbs. Add the milk and stir, forming a
cohesive dough. Chill for 10 minutes. On a lightly
floured surface, roll out the dough into a rectangle,
about 24x12inches.

Mix together: 5-6 grated apples
Y. ¢ raisins (optional)
1 tsp cinnamon
2 Tbsp brown sugar

Sprinkle the filling over the dough. Tightly roll the
dough, starting with the long side. Cut into 15
slices. Arrange in baking dish.

For the syrup: 2 cups brown sugar
Y4 cup butter
2 Tbsp Flour
I tsp salt
2 cups water

Combine syrup ingredients in a saucepan and bring
to a boil. Pour syrup over slices. Bake 1 hour
Best served warm.

’ Important Dates

What: LWML Fall Retreat What: LWML Fall Rally
hi When: September 13th
Where: Faith Prescott

When: October 9th

Where: St. John West Branch



Invite your friends and neighbors!

2025 Vacation Bible School

July 7th thru July 11th, 6:00 - 8:00 pm
Lots of fun activities
Music & Singing/Bible Lessons/Outdoor Games

Craft Projects/ Snacks/ Mission Project
Family Night & Picnic



God made his creation with intention,

craftsmanship, functionality, beauty, and

anwzj proof. By enjoying his creation we are
reminded of his promises. God is always

present, faithful, and good. Nature

4
reminds us to slow down and delight in
(‘5 the details our creator has made. It allows
us to be still and know that he is God and

he is with us. (Psalm 46:10)
(@Zeaaw[/ There is a trail in Muskegon that takes
you through the woods out to Lake Michigan
> " where you can walk along a dune overlooking
the shoreline and Wdter Walklng through the woods is peaceful and still. When you arrive at
the outlook you feel ayvestruck at th= vastness of the sky and water. The experience is
different every time we hike there. Some days I feel God’s power through the wind and
crashing waves and, yet, other days I feel God’s peace in the stillness and calm. The
outdoors reminds me that God is always present and near. He is there in the stormy hard
days and he is present in the calm days with the sun shining down on me. When I need to be
reminded of this I hike to this spot and stand on the edge of the dune fully aware of God’s
faithfulness and presence in my life. When I call on the name of the Lord he is there. He has
given us all that we need to walk in obedience with him and to have total dependence on him
in which we can experience true peace.
“I am with you always.” Matthew 28:20

The next time you need a simple reminder of God’s promises for you, look for God’s
presence surrounding you. He created the world to point us to Him. Find God’s goodness, be
filled, and find rest and peace in whom He has called you to be. Go outside and DELIGHT
in the details our maker has put into his creation. Spring is a time where it is easy to see
God’s beauty in creation. Delight in the flowers that are bringing forth life, go see a sunset
over Lake Michigan, go for a walk or a hike, watch the birds, and feel the sun on your face.
Experience the peace that will wash over you. Remember that God loves you and he is always
near to us no matter what season of life we are in.

“Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to
all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious
about anything, but in every situation,
by prayer and petition, with thanks-
giving, present your requests to God.
And the peace of God, which transcends
all understanding, will guard your hearts
and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Excerpt from “Let Creation Remind Us
of Our Great God”
by Anne Pyper




Traffic Camera

A man was driving when he saw the flash of a
traffic camera. He figured that his picture had been

taken for exceeding the limit, even though he knew iy | — TR
) (J A nmu

that he was not speeding...Just to be sure, he went
around the block and passed the same spot, driving everr_ more slowly.

camera flashed.
Now he began to think that this was quite funny, so he drove even slower as he

passed the area again, but the traffic camera again flashed.
He tried a fourth time with the same result. He did this a fifth time and was now
laughing when the camera flashed as he rolled past, this time at a snail’s pace...
Two weeks later, he got five tickets in the mail for driving without a seat belt.
The Country Register of Michigan

Au Gres Fireworks
July 5% at dusk

Music In the Park
Wednesdays 6:30 pm

July 2 - Josh Ramses Band
= “It’s rainin Dadd Tum on the
ju:y f 5 2;3,.No_;th wmélshleld w%appers
uly - Flipside
July 23 - Earnest

Entertainment
July 30 - Ceux Hll EREE I:RlIIEERE CAR CLUB

presents the
“Some people will never go
to church, listen to a 3' St

Alllllla!

minister, or read their
Bible. They're reading your
life and watching ho you
live. Be the light God
called you to be.”
Go out and mingle with
your neighbors!

JULY 26th &
JULY 27th, 2025

To benefit the Au Gres-Sims Bands 8 other community evente



Summer
Scavenger
Hunt

Take time to
observe God’s
creation.
Can you find
the following
as you explore
the great
outdoors?

Petoskey Stone

Daisy
Red ant
rain puddle
bee
lady bug
cloud
pine tree
pebble

feather

squirrel

Look at both pictures carefully and spot the difference.
Keep going until you find all 12 differences. twig



St. John Lutheran Church
Mg 706 North Court St.
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Letter from the editor

Throughout my life prayer has varied. 1 long to be a saintly prayer warrior and yet | find myself thinking about my
to-do list. Sometimes I have an ongoing dialogue with God throughout my day. Other times I go about my day and
forget to talk to my heavenly Father. Sometimes | feel close to God as | talk. At other times it feels like I'm talking to
a brick wall.

The variable is not God, it’s me. God is faithful even when ’m not. He patiently waits for me to return to our
conversation. In the OT we read of people who placed Standing Stones to mark an experience they had with God. A
reminder that He is faithful. (Genesis 28:18; Joshua 24:26b-27). In the N.T. the apostle Peter builds on this concept
by describing believers as “living stones™ (I Peter 2:4-8). As William Thoms said, “Be careful how you live, you may
be the only Bible some person ever reads.” Telling others about our “standing stone” moments glorify God and
encourages others to a deeper faith.

1 have always been afraid of storms. Even when | am safely inside a building, they make me nervous. In 2022
while hiking the Appalachian Trail, I found myself anxiously watching a storm approach. The closest shelter was
over a mile away. As my husband and I ran down the trai! toward that shelter, | felt vulnerable and helpless. 1
prayed, “God, you know how terrified I am, and you know where 1 am on this mountain. Please help me.” In the
next instant thunder rolled and lightning flashed overhead. Hail and torrential rain poured down on our heads. In
that moment instead of terror, | felt a bubbling up of child-like joy within my chest. As we raced down that mountain
I began laughing and rejoicing in the goodness of my Heavenly Father. That memory is a standing stone in my
faith. When | begin to doubt that God cares, | think back to that day and remind myself that He hasn’t changed.

What is your faith story? | would love to hear it. SﬂMYﬂJﬂWtZi




