NEWSLETTER

August 2026

TOP NEWS

VBS has wrapped

July 6 -10 found St. John ringing with
children’'s voices as they learned
about Jesus through scripture,
prayer, and song.

Mission of the Month

A Family of God Church - South
West Detroit is August's Mission of
the Month. See the article on page 7
to learn how you can help.

Church Business

We are the body of Christ here on
earth. Thank you to all who work
together to make St John run
smoothly.

MITES MAKE A DIFFERENCE

What difference does your pocket
change make? To some it's the
difference between a meal or going to
bed hungry. Edch month the LWML
collect the mites to be given to various
mission organizations.

St. John Lutheran Church

Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod

As this newsletter reaches your mailbox, the 2026
Convention of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
will have concluded. Like every convention, it included
moments of encouragement, spirited debate, and a fair
measure of frustration. Whenever sinners gather to
make . decisions, there will be disagreements,
personalities, and imperfect outcomes. In short, the
Church on earth remains the Church Militant.

Much of the convention's work centered on
encouraging mission, strengthening congregations,
supporting church workers, and reaffirming our
confession of the Christian faith. Among the early
actions was the reinstatement of the Synod's
Commission on Worship, which will once again assist
the Synod ih matters of worship resources and future
hymnals.

One of the most anticipated discussions concerned
pastoral  formation. Delegates overwhelmingly
reaffirmed the importance of deep residential seminary
education, with the strong study of Holy Scripture and
the Lutheran Confessions remaining at the heart of
preparing future pastors. At the same time, the
convention reaffirmed the Synod's existing approved
routes into the pastoral ministry, declining proposals

Continue on page 2
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Letter from the Pastor Continued

that would either eliminate alternate pathways or
create fully online pastoral preparation. In short, the
convention emphasized that pastors should continue
to receive rigorous theological formation while
preserving the Synod's current processes for
preparing and certifying men for the Office of the
Holy Ministry.

Debate was often hot. There is a sizable minority
in our Synod that continues to advocate for online
seminary, more liberty in worship practice, and other
innovations. Though these differences may be
disheartening, we should not let them blind us to the
tremendous blessings of belonging to a faithful
church body rather than standing alone as an
independent congregation.

The Apostle Paul exhorts the Church to be "eager
to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace... one Lord, one faith, one baptism" (Ephesians
4:3-5). While that unity is first and foremost a unity
of faith created by the Holy Spirit, it is also expressed
outwardly as Christians walk together in a shared
confession.

That is precisely what our Synod seeks to do. We
are not merely a collection of congregations with
similar preferences. We have publicly confessed the
same doctrine, pledged ourselves to the Holy
Seriptures and the Lutheran Confessions, and agreed
to walk together in altar and pulpit fellowship.
Through our Synod we train pastors, send
missionaries, publish faithful resources, care for
congregations in times of vacancy, respond to
disasters, and work together in ways that no single
congregation could accomplish alone.

Our dear Father in the Faith, C. F. W. Walther,
wrote, "God grant that our dear Synod ever remain
what she has been by God's grace—a Synod which is
not ashamed of the pure truth, but confesses it before
the whole world." That remains our prayer today.

No human institution is perfect. Our Synod requires
patience, charity, and continual repentance. But it is
a great gift to belong to a fellowship of congregations
that has chosen not independence, but mutual
accountability under God's Word. We thank God for
those who serve our churches, our districts, our
seminaries, and our congregations, and we pray that
He would preserve our Synod in the truth of His holy

Word for generations to come.
Pugfor- Medfed)

LSB 645: Built on the Rock

1 Built on the Rock the Church shall stand
Even when steeples are falling.
Crumbled have spires in ev'ry land;
Bells still are chiming and calling,
Calling the young and old to rest,

But above all the soul distressed,
Longing for rest everlasting.

2 Surely in temples made with hands
God, the Most High, is not dwelling;
High above earth His temple stands,
All earthly temples excelling.

Yet He who dwells in heavin above
Chooses to live with us in love,
Making our bodies His temple.

3 We are God's house of living stones,
Built for His own habitation.

He through baptismal grace us owns
Heirs of His wondrous salvation.
Were we but two His name to tell,
Yet He would deign with us to dwell
with all His grace and His favor.

4 Here stands the font before our eyes,
Telling how God has received us.
Th'altar recalls Christ's sacrifice
And what His Supper here gives us.
Here sound the Scriptures that proclaim
Christ yesterday, today, the same,
And evermore, our Redeemer.

5 Grant, then, O God, Your will be done,
That, when the church bells are ringing,
Many in saving faith may come
Where Christ His message is bringing:
"I know MY own; My own know Me.
You, not the world, My face shall see.
My peace | leave with you. Amen.”



Jesus Comes to Seek and Save
- - = N

Our VBS program this year was Tropical Trek, “Jesus Comes to Seek and Save” and was held
July 6" thru 10™, 6-8 pm. We learned that God finds us when we have troubles, when we are
lonely, when we're lost, when we think there is no hope and find me, no matter my sin! Jesus loves
us and died on the cross and rose from the dead, that we may have eternal life. We had chapel
time, Bible lessons, science experiments, crafts, shack, recreation, and music! We had a total of
40 children that attended, with an average of 36 per day. Recreation is always a highlight, and the
Au Gres-Sims Whitney Fire Department came and let us experience a bit of their equipment on
the truck. They also brought fire hats, frisbees, water bottles, and coloring books for the children.
Our week ended with a closing program with parents and was followed by fellowship, hot dogs,
chips & ice cream!

Our mission project this year was Concordia Global Outreach which provides Arch books to
children in the United States and around the world. We had our friendly competition between the
girls and boys to raise money. The children raised a total of $1,111.57 with the gitls edging out the
boys by a slim margin! Thanks to all who contributed!! THANK YOU to all our volunteers, because
of you our VBS was a success!!! Couldn't do it without all your help, prayers, time, talents, and
financial donations!

Our VBS staff is as follows:
Registration: Denny Klein, Hannah A, Linda Byard; PreK & Kdg: Lisa Huber, Linda Byard, & Paxton L; 1%
& 2™ grade: Erin Osborn and Jessie Ruse; 3" & 4™ grade: Roxanne Klein, Jennifer Austin, & Hannah
A; 5" & 6™ grade: Sandra Jantzi and Jake Fox; Lab Prof & Assts: Denny Klein, Joseph A, and Nolan
Dewyer; Snacks: Diana Pendred, Duane Pendred, Thelma Shillair, Vickie Huber, Laura Hill, Bob Brit,
Dick & Sherry Jackson, Karen Huber; Crafts: Karen Huber, Darlene Malone, and Jean Hogan; Music:
Sharon Hiveley; Chapel: Pastor McNeil; Recreation: Sheri Colby, Becky Dewyer, Laura McCarthy,
Jake Fox, Bryce & Kase Ruse; Decorating: Nolan, Isaac, & Spencer Dewyer, Jessie, Bryce, Kase &
Colt Ruse, Erin & Addy Osborn, Karen & Lisa Huber, Christian Reif, and Sandra Jantzi. Other youth
assistants were Paxton and Keegan. If | have forgotten anyone, my apologies.
A VBS evaluation sheet in in the newsletter and copies are available, if needed. All input is

appreciated and welcome! When completed, please return to the church office.

Thank you! Looking forward to VBS 202711

Carol Britt, VBS Director







2026 VBS Evaluation

Please share your opinions, (pro’s & con’s) on our VBS as we look forward to VBS 2027.
Return completed form to the church office.

Date for VBS 2027:

Registration:

Chapel:

Bible Lessons:

Science (LAB):

Crafts:

Snacks:

Recreation:

Family Night:

Please feel free to comment on any other subject not listed above.

Thank you for your input, Carol Britt, VBS Director




Kicly: Corner

Women of the New Testament

All of these women are named in the New Testament. How many can you identify from
their description?

1. She was the mother of Jesus (Luke 1:30-31)
2. Sister to Mary and Lazarus, lived in Bethany. (Luke 11:1744)

3.Mother of John the Baptist. (Luke 1:57-60)

4. Wife to Aquilla (Acts 18:2)
5.Paul’s first convert at Phillippi; he held worship services in her home.
(Acts 16:11-15)

6. The first one to see the resurrected Jesus (Matthew 28:1-10)

7.She was an 84 year old prophetess when Jesus was a baby. (Luke 2:36-38)

8. Timothey’s grandmother, mother of Eunice. (2 Timothey 1:5)

9. She lived in Joppa; she died and Peter brought her back to life. (Acts 9:36-41)

10. A maid in John Mark’s house who recognized Peter when he knocked at the door.
(Acts 12:12-14)
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—— FOCUS ON MISSIONS —

fﬁ'a August Mission of the Month
Family of God Church - South West Detroit

Family of God is a non-profit Lutheran ministry committed to bringing the transformative power
of the gospel to the lives of those living in Southwest, Detroit. We are committed to building
authentic relationships with those we serve and offering programs that support them in physical,
spiritual, and emotional capacities.

Family of God provides a hot meal to those in our community six days a week. The meals we
serve meets a physical need of many individuals in our community and provides space for
relationship building and conversation. The majority of meals are prepared and served by groups
of 5 to 10 people from different churches.

We gather for worship Sundays at 3:00pm. In worship we receive the means of grace through
the hearing of God's Word and through the sacraments of Baptism and the Lord's Supper. As we
worship we are reminded of God's love for us and we celebrate the forgiveness of sins we have
through Jesus' death and resurrection.

Through Bible Study we grow in our understanding of God's Word and its application for our
lives. Bible Study takes place on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and every other Thursday
after the doors open at 5pm. On Tuesdays, there are separate men's and women's Bible study,
targeting specifically God's calling for men and women in faith.

Family of God has partnered with The Luke Clinic to support their efforts in making prenatal and
postnatal care available to those living in our community. The Luke Clinic operates out of our
facilities every 1st and 3rd Thursday of the month offering free medical care to pregnant mothers
and infants up to 12 months.

Closet Exchange

35 For | was hungry and you gave me something to It Takes a Village
eat, | was thirsty and you gave me something to
drink, | was a stranger and you invited me in, 351

This Au Gres nonprofit was born
when Amanda Goodson saw a need

needed clothes and you clothed me, | was sick and and decided to do something about it.
you looked after me, | was in prison and you came The most vulnerable are those
to visit me.’ being placed in foster care. Care
37"Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when givers generally have very little time to
did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and prepare for a child to be placed in

their home. Children often arrive with
only the clothes on their backs.
At the Closet Exchange foster and

give you something to drink? s When did we see you
a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and

clothe you? 3s When did we see you sick or in prison birth parents can “shop” for free.

and go to visit you?' They are located at 1264 S. Tonkey Rd,
20"The King will reply, Truly I tell you, whatever you (origionally st. Paul Lutheran Church)
did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters Posted on their front door are the size

and type of clothing that they are in
most need of at the moment. By
providing new or gently used clothing,
you are helping fulfill the call that
Jesus’ gave each of us.

of mine, you did for me.’
Matthew 25:35-40




Dear Members 0{ S?L JOI‘IVI Lu#)emn Church,

Thank you for your mone?‘ary donation 1o the minis*ry of
Harbor Ligh*s Pre_qnancy & Information Center. This year
we faced the enormous cha”enge to Purchase our bui/ding or
move fo another location while still mananging our
opemﬁons budgef'.

Because you have lnarfnerea/ with us fo "save the lives of
the Preborn, we were able fo Purc/oase our bui’din_q on

Newman S‘)L We are ab/e *0 conﬁnue 7l0 meef 'H’Ie needs 01(

our clients. Again, we are 3ra+efu/ for each one of you.’

B/essin_qs,
Mary Morse, Executive Director

Welcome to our newest members

Richard and Andrea Hoffman were
received into membership on July 19
We rejoice with them and pray that the
Lord will bless them as members of His

body here at St. John.

Be sure to update your directory with the
following information:

Hoffmann, Richard and Andrea
2740 E. Booth Rd; Au Gres, Ml 48703
989-370-1076
ahoffmann05egmail.com

Voter’s Meeting & Potbless

Sunday, August 9™, after coffee hour (approximately 10:15 am).
Bring a dish to share with your brothers & sisters in Christ.



JUST WONDERING - 765

Just wondering about entering through the roof.

This week | read a Gospel story that is familiar. It is the story
recorded in Mark 2:1-12. We find Jesus going home to
Capernaum for rest, but it was not to be. The crowds learn
that he is home and wanting to see Jesus they block the door
preventing at least one paralyzed man from getting in.

But the man’s friends were not deterred. They wanted him to
come into the presence of Jesus and be healed so they got
up on the roof, made a hole and lowered their friend down
into the room where Jesus was, and Jesus healed him.

| thought about Sunday morning here in our congregation.
There are friends who bring a beloved wheelchair bound man
and his wife to worship. There is another man who brings his
wife, holding her up by a supportive belt and ushers her to
the second row. There are others who are driven to worship
and with the help of greeters, navigate the entrance using a
walker or cane. They want to be where Jesus is and, with the
help of family and friends, it happens. Jesus being in the
house makes the difference. They want to receive his healing
presence in the bread and wine. They want to dip their finger
in the holy water of the font. That Jesus is present, and the
need is great makes getting there worth the effort. And |
suspect this scene is repeated in churches around the world.
Friends helping those who need it get into the presence of
Jesus. The community is whole when none is excluded.

In Mark’s story we learn that the scribes were put off by all of
this and questioned Jesus’ authority. Thankfully, we look
around and are blessed by the presence of the folks who
make the effort to get to the house where Jesus is and
thankful too for those who help make it happen.

Pastor Kirk Havel, Ret., July 28, 2024; havelkj@aol.com




Let’s Read Our Bible

Through the Scriptures the Holy Spirit creates and strengthens faith, calls sinners to repentance, comforts

troubled consciences with the Gospel of Christ, and equips us to live in the world as a light to those in darkness.
Unfortunately, the struggle to develop a regular habit of reading the Bible is real. Like any good habit, it begins
with a simple first step.

The chart below is intended to help with that first step. Each Sunday and Wednesday you will find the
appointed readings for the Divine Service at St. John. One way to begin the habit of reading your Bible is to
‘look forward to Sunday Morning.” Read one of the appointed readings each day, (perhaps read the Gospel
lesson first) and meditate on what we will be receiving on Sunday morning. Over time you will become
increasingly familiar with the rhythm of the Church Year and the rich treasury of God's Word.

If you are looking for another way to build a daily Bible-reading habit, choose one book of the Bible and read
through it from beginning to end. When you finish, read it again. Repetition is the mother of learning. Rather
than trying to cover large portions of Scripture quickly, become familiar with one book at a time. If you are
wondering where to begin, | recommend Genesis, Mark, Galatians, or Hebrews.

Date

Occasion

August 2
August 5
August 9
August 12
August 16
August 19
August 23
August 26
August 30
September 2
September 6
September 9
September 13
September 16
September 20
September 23
September 27
September 30

Ninth Sunday after Trinity

Wednesday in the 9™ Week after Trinity
Tenth Sunday after Trinity

Wednesday in the 10" Week after Trinity
Eleventh Sunday after Trinity
Wednesday in the 11*" Week after Trinity
Twelfth Sunday after Trinity

Wednesday in the 12 Week after Trinity
Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity
Wednesday in the 13" Week after Trinity
Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity
Wednesday in the 14" Week after Trinity
Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity

Ember Wednesday in September
Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity
Wednesday in the 16" Week after Trinity
Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity

St. Jerome

Readings

Proverbs 16:1-9; | Corinthians 10:6b-13; Luke 16:1-9
Romans 6:16-18; Luke 16:10-15

Jeremiah 7:1-11; | Corinthians 12:2-11; Luke 19:41-48
| Corinthians 15:39-46; Luke 21:20-26a

Genesis 4:1-15; | Corinthians 15:1-10; Luke 18:9-14

| Corinthians 6:15-20; Matthew 12:30-37

Isiah 29:17-24; 2 Corinthians 3:4-11; Mark 7:31-37

2 Corinthians 4:5-10; Matthew 9:27-35

Leviticus 19:9-18; Galatians 3:16-22; Luke 10:23-37

2 Corinthians 5:1-11; Matthew 12:14-21

Proverbs 4:10-23; Galatians 5:16-24; Luke 17:11-19

2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1; Mark 1:40-45

| Kings 17:8-16; Galatians 5:25-6:10; Matthew 6:24-34
Amos 9;13-15; Nehemiah 8:1-10 (ab.); Mark 9:17-29

I Kings 17:17-24; Ephesians 3:13-21; Luke 7:11-16
Colossians 2:8-13; Matthew 19:16-21

Proverbs 25:6-14; Ephesians 4:1-6; Luke 14:1-11
Matthew 5:13-16
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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN

Office Hours
Wednesday, 8:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Church Office Phone:
989-876-8910

If you need pastoral care
please call Pastor McNeil
~at231-750-2294

——
-
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WHAT ARE WE WEVE BT WAY
MORE THAN WE
CAN POSSIBLY (SE.
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WHY PON'T WE Do
WHAT WE QP

—TWOo YEARS AGD?

NO, THE NEICHBORS
ALL KEEP THEIR
CAR POORS LOCKED

PURING ZUCLINY
Now.

GIFTS GIVEN IN HONOR OF
TIM HOGAN'S 80™ BIRTHDAY

Life Choices Resource Center
John & Karen Huber

Backpack Program
Denny & Roxanne Klein

General Fund
Duane & Diana Pendred

% Women Of the Word (WOW) |

i{ Bible Study resumes on August 3" at
10:00 a.m. All ladies are encouraged to
attend as we study God's Holy Word

together - current study in Philippians,.L}

2

7
ot 5

Ladies Card Party
August 21° at1 pm
Come for fun, fellowship & snacks.
Maybe learn a new game or find out who
has a competitive streak!

Quilting - August 27t

We begin at 10 am and often work
until 3 pm. (You may wish to bring a sack
lunch.) Our quilts have been sent all
over the world, through various relief
organizations.

If you cannot attend on this day, you
may take material home to make squares,
assemble quilts, or sew on the borders.

Coffee Hour
Please join us after worship for a snack,
beverage, and fellowship. Donations of
baked goods, fruit, etc. are always
welcomed. Our August hostesses are
Jane Bourdeau (989-646-2257) and Pat
Metzger (989-867-4734). If you wish to
donate and help serve, please call and
let them know.
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August 2026

St. John Lutheran Server Schedule

Service | SOS/Pianist | Elder Greeter Usher Altar Care
Al‘ég::: 2 W/HC Linda B DennyK | VeronicaH | Duane P | Marilyn W
August5 | Midweek
6:30pm W/HC
August 9 . i i
9 am W/HC Marion S TomL | PauletteP | CharlieA| DebbielL
August 12 | Midweek
6:30pm W/HC
Augl;: ' | WHc | DianaP | BobC | PatM | DuaneP | JaneB
August 19 | Midweek
6:30pm W/HC
Augt;sr':‘23 W/HC Marion S Eric S LauraD | Charlie A Lisa O
August 26 | Midweek
6:30pm W/HC
AUg‘;sr:fo W/HC Bob C Bob B Sheri C Duane P | SharonV

W/HC = Worship/Holy Communion

If you cannot serve as scheduled, please find a replacement or trade with someone and let
the church office know for purposes of keeping the weekly bulletin up to date.

American Red Cross Blood Drive

St. John Lutheran Church
Rugust 18%" 12 -5 pm

To schedule and appointment, log onto
RedCrossBlood.org and enter sponsor code: AuGres
or call 1-800-RED CROSS. Streamline your donation
experience and save up to 15 minutes by visiting
RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass to complete your pre-
donation reading and health history questions on the
day of your appointment.




tll St. John Lutheran Church
S— ==  POBox763

I Au Gres, MI 48703
|

Letter from the Editor

I remember the first time I recognized that I was different from other people and that their opinion
affected me. | was walking with some friends to a small country store located just under a mile from our
house and was eager to spend the dollar my mom had given me to purchase a Dr. Pepper and a candy bar.
Remember when you could buy both of those with only a dollar?! In this group were a couple of kids
visiting the area with their families. One of them made a derogatory comment about my height, which at
the time was already 5° 10”. 1 remember being embarrassed and wished I could crawl into a hole.

It took me until I was in my mid 20’s before I stopped wishing | were small and petite instead of tall. |
finally learned being tall has its perks and that its ok to be taller than most of my friends. I am reminded of
the Apostle Paul’s exhortation to the church in Corinth. “God arranged the members in the body. each of
them, as he chose. If all were a single member, where would the body be? As it is, there are many parts, yet
one body.” I Corinthians 12:18-19 1realize that Paul is not speaking about our physical features, but even
our physical differences have a purpose in God’s kingdom. Paul reminds us that God has given each of us
gifts to be used to build up His church, the Bride of Christ. In Christ there is one body.

Within that body there are many parts and one part is not any more important or less important than
the other. Instead of being embarrassed about our ability, or perceived lack thereof, we need to encourage
one another to use what God has given us. We need each other. What [ am unable to do, a sister or brother
in Christ has the ability to complete. “There is one body and one Spirit - just as you were called to one
hope at your calling — one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and
through all and in all. " Ephesians 4:4-6 We, every single one of us, are the body of Christ.

Sandna Jantzi






