NEWSLETTER

August 2025

TOP NEWS

VBS planted the Gospel Seed

July 7 -11 found St. John ringing with
children's voices as they learned
about Jesus trhough scripture,
prayer, and song.

Mission of the Month

Au Gres Christion Charity Food
Pantry is August's Mission of the
Month. See the article on page 3 to
learn how you can help.

Church Business

We are the body of Christ here on
edrth. Thank you to all who work
together to make St John run
smoothly.

MITES MAKE A DIFFERENCE

What difference does your pocket
change make? To some it's the
difference between a meal or going to
bed hungry. Each month the LWML
collect the mites to be given to various
mission organizations.

St. John Lutheran Church

Letter from the Pastor: -

PRAYER, BIBLE READING,
and the THREE ESTATES

Your devotional life is not
just for you. Yes, it
benefits you as you dive
into the rich feast that is
God’s Word, but you
aren’t the only person who
is blessed by your private
or family devotions. There
are three groups that
benefit from you being in
prayer and the Word of
God.

These three groups are
home, church, and wider
community, what Martin

Luther called the “three
estates” (though he used
the word ‘government’
instead of
These three estates are the
building blocks of society,
all instituted by God in

Scripture.

community).

Cont. page 2



Home/Marriage

First and foremost, your own home and family. Husbands and wives, when you are rooted in
Scripture and faithful in prayer, Satan has fewer and fewer opportunities to get in the way of you
loving your spouse. You read how God in Christ loves his Church just as a husband should love his
wife. When you pray for your spouse, it gets harder and harder to hold resentments, and easier to
seek ways to love and support them as you lead your family in this dark world.

If you have children, they will pick up on your devotion to Scripture and prayer, and they in turn
will learn that Christ and his Church are the most important thing in life. This brings me to family
devotions. Do them. The little ones will squirm, the older ones may roll their eyes, but be persistent.
Kids absorb a lot. Pick a time and stick to it. My family doesn’t get up from dinner until I've read a
portion of scripture. Becky Ann squirms and cries because she wants to play, but we do it. It’s a
good time for a devotion, we’re all already there, seated, and talking. Why not take 3-5 minutes to
have God speak to you? As your pastor, I am called to teach your children. But I only get an hour a
week with them at the most. Your children (kids or adults) need you to teach them the Scriptures
and the power therein.

Church

Your Church needs you to be devoted to your faith. We all are in different places spiritually, we all
have different spiritual gifts. If you’re weak, another helps, and vice versa. When you are equipped
with God’s Word, you're like a knight armed to the teeth in Christ’s army, fighting the good (albeit
invisible) fight. If you haven’t so much as dusted off your confirmation Bible in who knows how
long, the Church suffers. We suffer. You suffer. It’s like going into battle with a paper sword. We
need you to be fed more than one hour on the weekend. We need your prayers, we need you to be
strong, just as you need the rest of us to be strong in the faith.

The Community

When you are equipped and strengthened by Christ and his Word, your interactions with the
people you see day to day have the opportunity to be filled with blessings. You can evangelize
directly, yes, but sometimes a simple passing phrase like, “I’'m really glad for my Church,” or “I've
found that a spiritual solution is most effective” sometimes works best to peak interest. Don't worry,
I'm not asking anyone to get on a soapbox and preach to the sinners of Arenac County.
Furthermore, Your prayers and devotions help you as you participate in our community. It informs
how you vote, how you volunteer, and generally how you move about your day with a peace that
most in this town don’t have.

I encourage all of you, especially those of you who have children in the home, to find a devotion,
and if you can swing it, pray as a family twice a day. Your Small Catechisms (you should have one,
if not see me) have a wonderful format of morning and evening prayer for you to follow, The
addition of a Psalm or a Scripture passage only adds a few moments.

To aid in this practice, I have a book recommendation for you. We Lutherans tend to forgo
wearing prayer beads or ropes like our brothers and sisters in Rome or the East, with good reason.
The benefit of such instruments, however, is the practice of wearing something that reminds you to
pray. Concordia Publishing House has a good alternative, a pocket version of our hymnal. Put it in
your back pocket, and you’ll be reminded to pray when you sit down! It has all 150 psalms, the
Small Catechism, some prayer guides for different times of day, and all of our hymns. You can order
one for $34.99 at cph.org, simply search for “Lutheran Service Book: Psalms and Hymns Pocket

Edition.” I can’t recommend it enough..
Dhnitor Mieil,



Awn Unforqettable Journey with ]GS(;';
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G’day Mates!

Our Vacation Bible School was held July 7% - 1™, 6:00 to 8:00 pm. with the theme
being “An Epic Australian Adventure - An Unforgettable Journey with Jesus! “ The
key Bible Verse was John 15:6, where Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the
life.”

On Monday we learned how Jesus cdalls us, “I have called you by name, you are
mine.” Isaiah 43:]

Tuesday was Jesus Leads, “The Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”
Joshua 1:9

On Wednesday we learned how Jesus teaches us, “We love because He first
loved us.” | John 4:19

Thursday'’s lesson: Jesus Saves us, “Jesus said.., 'l am the resurrection and the
life’.” John 11:2

And Friday’s lesson was Jesus sends us, “You will be my witnesses...to the end of
the earth.” Acts 1:8

Pastor McNeil shared God's word and prayer with us for the opening and closing
each day. The children had Bible lessons, science experiments, crafts, music,
snacks, & recreation.

We had a total of 35 children in attendance, with an average of 29 children per
day. On our last day of VBS, we shared what the children had learned with families
and friends. After our closing program, everyone was invited to join us for hot
dogs, chips, and ice cream! Face painting was also available and Lee Ott was our
artist and did an outstanding job.

THANK YOU to the parents for bringing your children to learn about Jesus and
his Love for us and THANK YOU to ALL our volunteers! It couldn’t happen without
your prayers, time, and talents!

Our Mission Project was Holy Cross Lutheran School-West Park, in Cleveland,
Ohio. Julie Metzger, a past member of St. John Lutheran, AU Gres is the principal of
the school and gave a presentation of the needs of the school. We had a friendly
competition between the girls and boys and were able to raise $1,291 for them.

That's a wrap until VBS 2025!
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Ladies Aid July Minutes

July 15, 2025

Opening: Vice President Pat Metzger
Devotions: Marilyn Williamson
There were 7 ladies in attendance.

Correspondence: Thank you from Cheryl Appold

Secretary Report: The June Secretary’s Report was read and approved.

Treasurers Report: The Treasurers Report was read and approved.

LWML: Fall Retreat Rally at Faith Lutheran Prescott will be held on September 13
Rally at St. John West Branch will be held on October 9.

Old Business:
* Discussion on new cook stove. $1,000 was approved toward the cost.
e 1,030 diapers were collected and will be donated to FISH Charities in Hale and the
Standish Baby Pantry.

New Business:

¢ $200 will be donated to Thrivent, earmarked for Texas flood victims.
$100 sponsor to Relay for Life.
August coffee hour hostess: Marilyn Williamson
Ladies Aid Hostess for August: Cheryl Appold and Jane Bourdeau
Greeting Cards: 7

Motion to Adjourn
Closed with The Lord's Prayer

Chocolate Zucchini Bars

These bars are a great way to use up zucchini, that overabundant garden vegetable.
There are no eggs in this recipe. These are so good with a cold glass of milk.

2 cups shredded zucchini In a large bowl, mix all ingredients well. Spread into a

1% c sugar greased 9 x 13-inch baking dish. Bake at 350 for 30 mins.
¥% cup oil Cool and then spread with ganache frosting.

2 cups flour

¥% cup cocoa powder

1% tsp baking soda

1tsp salt
Whipped ganache frosting: in a small suacepan, cream and chocolate chips until
% cup heavy cream smooth. Refrierate until just chilled but not stiff. With an

1 cup semisweet chocolate chips  electric mixer, beat until peaks form. Spread on cooled



— FOCUS ON MISSIONS —

August Mission of the Month
Au Gres Christian Charities Food Pantry

We can take for granted that our pantries and
LT refrigerators are full of food. That is not the case for many
in Arenac County. The Au Gres area churches decided to
take seriously Jesus’ instruction to feed the hungry and care

© ' for the hurting.

Thus was born “Au Gres Christian Charities”. Under that organization is the Food
Pantry. Each Tuesday people (many from our congregation) volunteer their time to make
sure food is distributed to those in need. You may not be able to give of your time on
Tuesdays, but you can still help feed the hungry and care for the hurting.

Each week as you fill your grocery cart to feed your family, add a few extra items to
donate. Items that are always in need: cereal, non-parishable pantry staples, hygiene
items such as deodorant and shampoo. Place these items in shopping cart located in our
fellowship hall.

Closet Exchange

3s For | was hungry and you gave me something to It Takes a Village

eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to
drink, | was a stranger and you invited me in, sl

needed clothes and you clothed me, | was sick and

This Au Gres nonprofit was born
when Amanda Goodson saw a need
and decided to do something about it.

you looked after me, | was in prison and you came The most vulnerable are those
to visit me.’ being placed in foster care. Care
37"Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when givers generally have very little time to
did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and prepare for a child to be placed in

their home. Children often arrive with
only the clothes on their backs.

At the Closet Exchange foster and
birth parents can “shop” for free.

give you something to drink? s When did we see you

a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and
clothe you? 3s When did we see you sick or in prison

and go to visit you? They are located behind H & H
40"The King will reply, Truly | tell you, whatever you Restaurant. Posted on their front door
did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters are the size and type of clothing that

they are in most need of at the
moment. By providing new or gently
used clothing, you are helping fulfill
the call that Jesus’ gave each of us.

of mine, you did for me.’
Matthew 25:35-40




Don Wirsing
General Fund: Rollan & Deborah Berger ¢
Karen Berger /
Robert & Cheryl Morford ~
Ross Huber IN LOVING
General Fund: Bill & Kelly Huber )\\g

Dear Friends in Christ,

Thank you for your recent gift of $200 to MOST Ministries.
Your gift is already helping MOST’s volunteer mission teams
reach out and impact the lives of thousands of impoverished
people around the world both physically and spiritually!

This photo is from last month’s MOST medical team to Los
Limones in Guatemala. Some of you are familiar with the story
of Baby Thelma who, years ago, was brought to a MOST
medical clinic. Team members were concerned that 2 month
old Thelma, suffering from malnutrition, might not make it.

Team members acted quickly providing vitamins, formula, and instructions for Thelma’s mother
- and they hoped and prayed that this baby would survive.

Pictured we see Thelma today with her own healthy baby! She is accompanied by Dr. Patty
Peters and Pastor Jacinto who were both on the scene and took the lead in caring for Baby
Thelma on that providential day so many years ago. What an amazing and joyful reunion!

Thank you for working with MOST to make life-changing events like this possible! God bless you
as we work together to provide short-term missions with long-term impact by sharing the
Gospel in word and deed with people in need!

In His Service,- 7(’““/ fo;v M
Momﬁ?f r“qf ’1%

Executive Director

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Our God is goodl We 'pmise Him that He has placed the

McNeifs d'/' S?t JOhI’IS. Thanla you for your wonderf MI

hoslpi*a/ify on Ordination Day. Dinner was amazin_q.’ Your
kind words to our fami/y were much apprecia'fed. We
er_ljoyed our time with all of you and look forward to our
next visit

God's Hessings,
Pastar £ Rorkis Sibara




Fun (and affordable)
ways to make

the most of summer
by Julie Kendrick

Z

The sweetest moments of summer don’t hav to be expensive ones. Even if you’ve put pricey
vacation plans on hold while you’re working toward other financial goals, you still can find
plenty of affordable, interesting things to do close to home. Here are some suggestions to get
you started.

1. Go backyard camping & stargazing = When was the | —
last time you really hung out in your yard? You e s T
might be surprised at all the natural beauty you can Tabl? '-l;OpIC.

7/

observe. Pick a warm, clear night and pitch your tent SO g
for an overnight experience filled with singing songs, - O =z
telling stories, and doing some stargazing — all in your
very own back yard. If you have a fire pit, don’t
forget the s’'mores!

2.Begin Bird-Watching - If you're the type of person
who likes to check things off a list, bird-watching
may be a great summer activity for you. Find an
online guide to the most common birds in your area,
then spend some time each week quietly observing
them in your local trees, shrubs, and bodies of water.

3.Go Geocaching - download the free official
Geocaching app, choose your cache and participate
in the world’s largest treasure hunt. Don’t forget to
bring a pend so you can sign the logbook inside the

TN

What is something
you could
do this summer
that would mae a
difference in the life
of someone else?

Sudoku answer key

]
!
4
|
|

ll
i
i
i
|
|
<4
|

geocache. You may even find a small “treasure” to i : ? g g : ; ; gl 2 !
keep. 8189265374
4.Hike With a Purpose - a walk outdoors can become a 'B ”gfg 47 12§73 ‘
living classroom that teaches you to identify plants, 3'21/986/457
insects, birds, and other living things. 719 4 532618
5.Go for Mini Golf - mini golf is usually much cheaper 2 T'ﬁ 18 87865
than greens fees at your local golf course and it can ‘ 186875 3; 9 4 ! 2
be more family and group friendly too. | g ?_Nzg % g ,.3 ! g i ;
6.Have a “Do Good Day” - How many ways can you 495817 ‘ 326
brighten spaces and help those around you? Get a 18 8 3 4 211 57
group of friends or family members together and l‘g‘"ﬂ'i 28 115774
write letters or pay visits to senior citizens, pick up 5 § 711436298
trash in parks, or volunteer to walk neighbor’s dogs. ‘ 824579 16 1/3]
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_ By Rew: David A. Davis

The Church is incurably congregational. Wherever God calls people to faith in Jesus, he calls
them into congregations.

The idea that “I can follow Jesus all by myself and worship Him all by myself out in the middle
of a field” may represent rugged American individualism, but it does not reflect either biblical
teaching or historical Christian living.

Christians gather together in congregations.

Dan Kimball wrote a book titled They Like Jesus But Not the Church. Barna publishes statistics
about the demise of the Church and its congregations in America. Newspapers report abandoned
church buildings repurposed as brew pubs.

Christians gather together in congregations.

Paul concluded his letter to the church of God in Corinth by writing, “The churches of Asia send
you greetings. Aquila and Pricilla, together with the church in their house, send you hearty
greetings in the Lord” (1 Corinthians 16:19). The writer of Hebrews warned Christians “[not to
neglect] to meet together, as is the habit of some, but [to encourage] one another, and all the
more as you see the Day drawing near” (Hebrews 10:25).

Christians gather together in congregations.

Parachurch organizations are fine. Preachers online or on TV or on the radio serve a purpose.
Personal, private Bible reading and prayer are essential. But it is within the community of a local
Christian congregation that God is at work through the Word and Sacraments to draw, gather,
enlighten, equip, and send His Kingdom people. We gather for worship, encouragement,
admonition, and service. We gather as a foretaste of the Kingdom to come.

Christians gather together in congregations.

And not just for worship. Read again Acts 2:42— 47. Those earliest of Christians were not just
sitting together on pews for an hour or so a week. They were a community. They ate together.
They worked together. They loved their neighborhood together. It doesn’t say, but | wonder if
sometimes they played euchre together.

Christians gather together in congregations.

Plan to live out your Christian life within the context of a local congregation. Keep in mind the
following four things:

* Your congregation will not be perfect. Like a family, as long as it is comprised of sinners, there
will be problems. Do not expect more of a congregation (and its pastor!) than is possible. Work
within your congregation to make it a center of love and forgiveness.

* You must be present to experience the blessings God has in mind for His people. Have you
heard it said, “You must be present to win?” Haphazard attendance and involvement at your local
congregation WILL lead to dissatisfaction. Like all other relationships, you will not experience
quality time without
quantity time.

Continued on next page



ST. JOHN LUTHERAN

Office Hours
Wednesday, 8:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Church Office Phone:
989-876-8910

if you need pastoral care
please call Pastor McNeil
at 231-750-2294

GIASBERGEN

“If God wants me to be thankful for vegetables,
why did He make them taste like vegetables?”

g ™\

Q X

Which is not a book of the Bible?

Genesis
Ephesians
Hezekiah
Obadiah
Titus
Hebrews

Answer on next page)

¢ A good local congregation takes work.
Indeed, the Kingdom is about grace. God
saved us by His grace, but God worked hard at
grace. A local congregation is a grace place.
But to be such takes work. Be prepared to
volunteer and serve. There are no bench
warmers in the Kingdom.
 Avoid church shopping and hopping. Yes,
you can find a “better” congregation. When
you sit down for a Thanksgiving meal with
your family, certainly there is a “better” meal
available in another house somewhere in the
neighborhood. But that meal would not be
with your family, and the point of the meal
centers on the gathering of the family, not the
culinary excellences.
Christians gather together in congregations.
The 104th Michigan District has recently
concluded. It was (hopefully) a time of seeing
and experiencing the reality of a larger
fellowship of faith and expression of the
Communion of Saints. There are more with us,
like Elijah was reminded, than we might think.
There is something bigger than your
congregation and you are a part of it: The
Church on Earth divided into denominations,
synods, districts, and so on. Some of that is
good. Some of that not so good. Regardless, at
the center of living out the Communion of
Saints in such bodies is the local congregation.
Christians gather together in congregations.
We live in a time of change. We should
keep in mind that that is always the case.
Things have always changed. The pace of
change today may be a little faster, but the
reality of change has not... changed. Within
the change, there are certain things that don't.
People need oxygen to live. Nutrition and
eating are connected. The sky is blue. The sun
is warm. Bees gather together in hives. The
Church is incurably congregational.
Christians gather together in congregations.
Rev. David A. Davis serves the
Michigan District, LCMS as its president.



Church Extension Fund (CEF)
Partners With Ministry Workers

"I pray that your partnership with us in
the faith may be effective in deepening
Yyour understanding of every good thing
we share for the sake of Christ!
Philemon 1:6

At Church Extension Fund, it is literally
our mission to be “trusted and
innovative stewards® to help Lutheran
ministries and members build God's
Kingdom. This takes partnershipl!

We spend a great deal of time
thinking about how we can be better
partners with churches, schools,
other ministries, and the individuals
who serve them. Ministry workers are
a vital part of building these bridges,
so we want to highlight a few ways
CEF is supporting them:

* Housing Loan Program: CEF
partners with ministries to provide
low-cost financing for ministry
workers.

s Auto Loans: CEF is pleased to
share that auto loans are now
available through Lutheran
Federal Credit Union.

/2

Women Of the Word (WOW)

il Bible Study resumes on August 4™ at

10:00 a.m. All ladies are encouraged

to attend as we study God's Holy
Word together..

<2

Trivia answer: Hezekiah, is not a book of the

Church Extension Fund

* Ministry Worker Extension Plus:
this option allows employed
ministry workers to qualify for our
highest available interest rate tier-
regardless of balance.

At CEF, we strive to be trusted and
innovative stewards in  ministry,
listening closely to our partners and
investors to serve evolving needs-
while remaining firmly committed to
our mission of helping grow Gods
Kingdom. -

Does your church have a CEF Rep?
You should! They will make sure your
church doesn't miss out on valuable
Grants & Services from CEF and keep
your congregation informed of new
opportunities from CEF. Contact
Sandra if you are interested in serving
St John in this way.

7 SUMMER |
HERE AT LAST..,

~_{ARN,YES, SUMMER...T00
I_AHoT To DO ANYTHING
<A EXCEPT LIE AROUND




Zanner’s Ice Cream Shoppe
Pint for a Pint Blood Drive
St. John Lutheran Church
206 N. Court Street, Au Gres

Tuesday, August 19, 2025
12:00 p.m. — 5:45 p.m.

To schedule an appointment, log onto RedCrossBlood.org and enter sponsor
code: Au Gres or call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767).

Pint for a Pint Courtesy of Zanner’s Ice Cream Shoppe.
Come to donate and receive a coupon for a free pint of ice cream courtesy of
Zanner's Ice Cream Shoppe!

Streamline your donation experience and save up to 15 minutes by visiting
RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass to complete your pre-donation reading and
health history questions on the day of your appointment.

Download the Blood Donor App | RedCrossBiood.org | Call 1-800-RED CROSS

« 2018 The American Red Cross | 204301



Save the Date
August9 Relay for Life of Arenac County (see below for details)
September 13® LWML Fall Retreat at Faith Préscott
Topic: What Hépp_eﬁéWhen’Wom'en"P;ay?

October9®  LWML Fall Rally at St. John West Branch

Relay for Life Arenac County
lce Cream Social
Luminaria Walk and Ceremonies

All are Welcome so Come and Join the Fun!
Saturday, August 9, 2025, from 2-5 pm
Standish Historical Depot and Welcome Center
107 N. Main Street, Standish

Please bring a lawn chair
— Formore-information-contact- S

Patti Yotkois at 989-876-7574
Or email p.yotkois@gmail.com
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You can Study the Word of God

Remember: The Bible is the story of “God redeeming His people for His glory”

Luke 5:1-11

5 One day as lESEE was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, the people were
crowding around him and listening to the word of God. 2 He saw at the water’s
edge two boats, left there by the fishermen, who were washing their nets. > He got
into one of the boats, the one belonging to Sifieh, and asked him to put out a little
from shore. Then he sat down and taught the people from the boat.

4When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water, and
let down the nets for a catch.”

5 Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven'’t caught
anything. But because you say so, | will let down the nets.”

¢When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets
began to break. 7 So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and
help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink.

8When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from
me, Lord; | am a sinful man!” ? For he and all his companions were astonished at
the catch of fish they had taken, " and so were UZE#ES and I8, the sons of
Zebedee, Simon’s partners.

Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for
people.” "' So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed
him. '

Ask these simple questions first:

1. Where is this taking place? If a passage mentions specific places, lookthem up on a
Bible atlas (there are free ones online). Note: Lake of Gennesaret in verse 1 is another
name for the “Sea of Galllee”

: ed. Do you know who they are? If not, look them up ina
Bible chtlonary or do a qwck Google search.
3. What is each character doing?

Now that you have a better understanding of who, what, and where It’s time to dive a little
deeper.

Ask:

1. Where do you see God in the passage? What is He doing or what is He revealing about
his character?

2. Is there an application for your life? Since the main point of scripture is to point us to
God, there won’t always be an application for your life. Scripture will, however, always
reveal a little bit more of God to us, each time we read it.
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St. John Lutheran Church
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smiam 206 North Court St.
Ii P.O. Box 763
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Letter from the editor

For 20 years my husband and | were owners of 50 dairy cows. Twice a day, seven days a week,
those ladies needed to be miltked. Our team consisted of our three children and an energetic Border
Collie, Bandit.

Bandit was full of energy, extreme loyalty, and above all he was serious about his job - bringing the
cows in. It was amazing to watch him work the cows. On dark, foggy mornings when our vision was
limited, he made sure every single cow was in the barn ready to milk. | only remember one time that
he overslept. He arrived just as we were finished with the morning milking and proceeded to mope
all day long. He never overslept again!

As a member of Christ’s body, we have a “job” as well. He has tasked us with spreading his love
and Word to those we rub shoulders with each day. How are we to do that if we do not know what the
Bible says? Sometimes | read a passage and understanding seems about as clear as a dark, foggy
morning in the cow pasture. Itis then that | am thankful God has given me community. Pastors, Bible
Teachers, and other believers that help clarify scripture. Don’t be afraid to dive right into God’s
Word. Ask the hard questions, be diligent in showing up to read His Word daily, and watch what God

can do in your life and in the life of His church.




