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Getting Past the Past

But now is Christ risen from the dead. ( 1 Corinthians 15:10)

Dear brothers & sisters in Jesus,
This month, God willing, we will
gather to celebrate the most
important event in all of history,
the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead. What a joy to be
able to do so! Jesus’ rising from
death means so much for us! If
you wanted to read just a brief
description of what it means,
open your Bible and read 1 Cor. 15.

In this month's article, | want
to focus on just one aspect of
what Jesus’ resurrection means:
we can “get past our past”.

Each of us has events in our
lives about which we would prefer
to forget. We have all done foolish
and hurtful things. Perhaps
someone has hurt us deeply, and
the emotional and spiritual scars
remain and keep our heart from
being free from guilt, bitterness,
or anger. To hearts that are
hurting in this way our Living Lord
Jesus speaks and says, “Peace be
with you!” (John 20:21) He invites
us, by faith, to look at His nail-
scarred hands and feet and to
remember that His cross covered
all our sins, and also the sins of
those who have wronged us. We
no longer have to carry these
burdens! We can get past our past
because Jesus lives!

The apostle Paul had much in

his life of which he could have
been ashamed. He had per-
secuted God's people and caused
much harm. Here is what he had
to say about it: “But one thing |
do: Forgetting what is behind
and straining toward what s
ahead, | press on toward the
goal to win the prize for which
God has called me heavenward
in Christ Jesus. Philippians 3: 13"

Do not misunderstand, there
are people, places, and events in
our past that we will never forget.
We treasure forever in our heart
memories of loved ones gone
before us and hold to their
teachings and values. A
philosopher by the name of
George Santayana once wisely
said, “Those who cannot
remember the past are
condemned to repeat it. The Life
of Reason (1905-1906)". But we
are not prisoners of the past. We
have a future and a hope,
because of a Savior who died for
us and rose again. We, too, can
“press on toward the goal to win
the prize for which God has
called us heavenward in Christ
Jesus!”

The Lord is Risen! He is risen
indeed! Alleluia!
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LENTEN & EASTER
SERVICE SCHEDULE

N TOWARD April 2 - Soup Supper served at 5:30 pm

Q@AL Lenten V worship at 6:30 pm
W Oz
. )/ CALL ZZ{P_ April 9 - Soup Supper Served at 5:30 pm
"‘ Lenten VI worship at 6:30 pm
M IS esus April 13 - Palm Sunday

worship at 9:00 am
*No Children’s church

Call Committee Report
April 17 - Maundy Thursday

We continue to be in a waiting worship at 6:30 pm
period in our Pastoral search
process. April 18 - Good Friday worship at 6:30 pm

The congregation approved
making a request to Synod through April 20 - Easter Sunday
the Michigan District for a worship at 9:00 am
Seminary Graduate. The result of Easter Breakfast 10:15 am
this request will not be announced *No Children’s Church
until April 28.

The Michigan District office has
agreed to our request for a 3rd
Candidate list should we not
receive a Seminary graduate. We
are number 2 in the queue to
receive such a list in May.

The Vacancy Pastors (Rev. Voll
and Rev. Winter) continue to do a
great job supporting our worship,
congregation care, and
confirmation instruction needs.

Please keep the committee in
your prayers as we seek the Holy
Spirit's guidance in the call process.

Trustee Report

Mark your calendars
Do you need to speak May 7th

with a pastor? | The church will be unavailable

Do not hesitate to reach out. for use, as we will be having
the carpets cleaned. Please
Pastor Bill Winter plan accordingly'
089-329-0104 ' ¢
Pastor Ted Voll Thank you to all who keep our
989 9801750 building running smoothly.
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Mission Opportunitics

= iin
Jeaving
ALEGACY OF LOVE

Pantry

April Mission of the Month:

Lutheran Special Education Ministries Au Gres Christian

Charities
Studies show that one student in five has a learning challenge. The
law guarantees these children a public education. For families that The Au Gres Christian
choose a Christian education, Lutheran Special Education Ministries Charities Food Pantry is in
is eager to partner with them and with their schools and churches need of the following items
to help meet their needs. this month:
Our Mission: We are a ministry that partners with Christian schools - cereal
and churches to advance the success of children who have various - hygiene items

learning abilities. - non perishables

Our Vision: It is our vision that every child, regardless of their Please bring your items and

learning ability, will have access to a Christian education. place them in the shopping

cart in the Fellowship Hall.
Consider donating to our Mission of the Month by using the

attached envelope.

S GIVEHOPE
Zxt THS SPRING

The Alliance Stamp Ministry at
Shell Point Retirement
Community in Florida collects

SR~ Py used stamps and sells them to
@B bis e ive blood istri
uﬁ g M Give blood. stamp distributors, who then
e el American resell them to collectors.

Py 2

Blood Drive The funds raised help publish

St. John Lutheran Church
206 N. Court Street, Au Gres

Tuesday, April 22, 2025
12:00 p.m. to 4:45 p.m.

Sponsored by St. John Lutheran Church
To schedule an appointment, log onto RedCrossBlood.org
(sponsor code: Au Gres) or call 1-B00-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767).

Come to donate and be entered in a drawing for a free haircut,
courtesy of Laura's Sassy Scissors!

Streamline your donation experience and save up to 15 minutes by visiting
RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass to complete your pre-donation reading and health
history questions on the day of your appointment.

age :
2 ] * Come give 4/14 to 4/30 for a Red Cross T-shirt, Itd. qty 3
& o + chance to win $5K prize: reblood.org/hope 2

1-800-RED CROSS | 1-800-733-2767 | RedCrossBlood.org | Download the Blood Donor App

Sunday School curriculum and
evangelical literature, written in
Spanish, throughout Latin
America, Spain, and the US.

Place your cancelled stamps [tear
the corner of the envelope off,
leaving the stamp attached] in
the box in the Fellowship hall.
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Amazing Grace
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What does it mean to bear our
crosses? It means enduring
hardships, facing persecution, and
remaining steadfast in our faith
despite the challenges we encounter.
Jesus warned us that in this life, there
will be trouble
(John 16:33). Yet, He also promised
that we would never be alone in our
struggles.

One of the most harrowing
examples of human suffering is the
Transatlantic Slave Trade. Over four
centuries, millions of Africans were
forcibly taken from their homes,
transported across the Atlantic in
brutal conditions, and sold into
slavery. The inhumane treatment and
high mortality rates during the
Middle Passage resulted in the deaths
of millions of people. This chapter in
history is a stark reminder of the
immense suffering that can occur in
the darkest times.

The hymn “Amazing Grace" is a
poignant reminder of God's grace and

redemption. Written by John Newton
in the 1770's, it reflects his personal
journey from a life of sin to one of
faith. Newton, once a captain of a
slave ship, experienced a profound
spiritual conversion, eventually
leading him to renounce the slave
trade and become an ardent
abolitionist. His hymn continues to
inspire and remind us of the
possibility of redemption and change:

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound
that saved a wretch like me!

| once was lost, but now am found;
Was blind, but now | see.

John Newton's story is a powerful
testament the testament to the
transformative power of God's grace.
| have never had a comparable
experience to what John Newton
went through. However, in times of
despair, we may connect with John
Newton in our own ways.

Continued on page 5



continued from page 4

| Peter 2:24 tells us, “He himself bore our
sins in his body on the tree, that we might
die to sin and live to righteousness. By his
wounds you have been healed.” This
moving verse not only highlights the
profound sacrifice Jesus made for us but
also speaks to the healing that His
suffering brings. It gently invites us to
consider our personal struggles and the
burdens we carry each day, reminding us
that we are never alone in our journey.

One of the most comforting truths of our
faith is that God understands our
struggles because He lived through them.
Jesus, fully God and fully man,
experienced the pain, sorrow, and
temptations that we face. He knows what
it means to suffer, and He walks with us
through our darkest moments.

As we journey through the Lenten season,
we are reminded that our lives on this
earth often involve challenges. Let us
remember that our struggles are not in
vain. They are a part of our journey,
shaping us into the people God has called
us to be. Let us embrace our crosses,
knowing that through them, we are
drawn closer to God.

May this season of Lent be a time for deep
reflection for all of us. Remember, you are
not alone in your struggles. God is with
you, and His promises are true.

Just as John Newton found redemption
and transformation through God’s
amazing grace, we too can find strength
and hope in His unwavering love.

by Matthew F. Leighty




10 WAYS TC USE AN EGG

Be a good EGGample for your family and
friends.

@ EGGxercise your body and mind.

& EGGxpand your horizons.

& Be EGGxuberant in your next meeting.
& Share your EGGxpertise with someone.
& EGGxceed everyone’s EGGxpectations.
& Use EGGxclamation points all day long!!!!
& EGGxplore new opportunitites.

& Get EGGeited about celebrating EASTER
every day!

& No EGGxcuses for missing celebrating
God’s love every day!

&MO*@S / have heara/ 0I7L ChMFCh

By Rich Bimler

"

“The 5th commandment is ‘Humor thy father and mother’.

“It is difficult to hear in church because the agnostics are
so loud.”

“The plane that brought Jesus to Egypt was flown by
Pontius the Pilot!”

“Noah’s wife was called Joan of Arc.”

“An elderly person asked his doctor how his body
compared to other men his age. The docotr asked ‘Living
or Dead?'.”

“Our monthly Bible study will be next Tuesday morning. It
will be gin with breakfast at 6:30am.”



Just wondering about an
inning and Jesus

By: Pastor Kirk Havel

TODAY T WANT
T0 TALK TO ¥ov

AS Y0U KNOW, THE PURPOSES
OF SPRING TRAINING ARE

Standing in the shade at a Spring Training

game a young guy standing beside me

ONE OF THE MAIN PURPOSES | |( I DIONT COME HERE tapped me on the shoulder:
15 T0 GET RID OF SOME OF TO BE INSULTED!
THAT WINTER FAT.. _ _ o
Him: Excuse me (with a smiling heavy

accent), could you please explain
to me what an inning is?

Sekidce

e T = L

zwn  Me: I pointed at the scoreboard to where

it showed inning number 5, “You see
the number 6 on top of a blank space? That means half the inning is over and Texas
scored 6 runs in the first half of the 5th inning and when you see a number or a 0 under
it, that will mean a full inning will have been played.”

Him: So, each team gets a chance to score in an inning?
Me: Yes, you've got it. Where are you from?

Him: The Netherlands, thank you very much for helping me.

He turned and talked to the young woman with him. I wish I had had the chance to learn
more about them and why they were in AZ at a Spring Training baseball game, but they’ed
moved on. I’m glad I knew enough baseball's story to answer question.

Though I was surprised by the inning question, it reminds me that I probably also take for
granted what people know about Jesus and his life, death, and resurrection. But, if
someone asks me, “Can you explain who Jesus is?” knowing his story, I could do that.

So, if someone taps you on the shoulder and asks, “Can you tell me who Jesus is and what
is this Easter thing?” Could you tell them? As we celebrate this Easter season, we have
his life changing story to tell anyone who asks, and perhaps even to those who don’t ask.
You just never know when someone will want to know what an inning is or who Jesus is.
Be Ready!

(submitted by Rick and Jill Gehringer)



| am looking for digital photos to
use for the church website & in the
monthly newsletter. Anything
church related, such as events,
potbless, VBS, work-bees, etc.

NOTE: | will ask parents for
permission before posting
pictures of any children.

YOUR PHOTO
COULD
G0 HERE!
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Christ &+ Kids

On March 15th Pat opened with devotions.
We learned about the Triune God and made
a Holy Trinity Cross craft. We enjoyed
popcorn with different seasonings, played
BINGO, and decorated shamrock cookies for
the church fellowship.

Aw Unforg ble Journey with Juﬁ, _;I -
SR
oy

2025 Vacation Bible School

July 7th thru July 11th, 6:00 - 8:00 pm
Lots of fun activities
Music & Singing/Bible Lessons/Outdoor Games
Craft Projects/ Snacks/ Mission Project
Family Night & Picnic

Next event: May 3rd (1-3pm)

Note: there due to a scheduling conflict there will
not be a Christ 4 Kids meeting in April.



